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ARE YOU ADDING

MICROPLASTICS
INTO OUR WATER SUPPLY?

Microplastics studies in the five
Great Lakes have shown that
larger amounts are found close
to urban and near shore areas,
particularly near locations
where rivers, stormwater
and wastewater discharge.

Concrete Pipe can handle any flow
or runoff from stormwater without
floating, collapsing or RELEASING

MICROPLASTICS into our water systems.

It's good for you, good for our water
systems and good for the environment.

DURABLE, RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE
Call NORTHERN CONCRETE PIPE, INC

800.222.9918 | www.ncp-inc.com
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Michael Hard
Branch County Drain Commissioner

Greetings everyone,

The 126" Annual Winter Conference of

the Michigan Association of County Drain
Commissioners was a huge success. | would
like to thank the conference committee, staff,
associate members, presenters and volunteers
who put in countless hours to make it happen.

I would also like to thank the more than 50
vendors who displayed in the exhibit area. The
conference would not be the same without you.

Congratulations to Stacy Hissong for receiving
the Geoffery H. Seidlein lifetime member award.
Stacy’s contribution to drain law and drain
commissioners is unmatched.

Congratulations to Ingham County and Allegan
County on winning the innovation and excellence
awards for the Montgomery Drain and the
Baughman Drain. Thank you to all who submitted
for the awards.

The groundhog saw his shadow predicting six
more weeks of winter weather. | am not sure
about you but | have had enough of the cold.
When the weather turned cold and stayed cold
it put a halt to many drain projects. We are
definitely looking forward to warmer weather,
and getting back to work.
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This past year, with most counties having been
in drought conditions, it would appear that there
were no drainage issues. However, we all know
that history shows we are one major storm event
from understanding the importance of good
drainage. With climate change, the weather
events are becoming more intense and more
frequent, which showcases the need for good
drainage. Roads and houses do not do well with
flooding conditions.

The world is run by those who show up. | am
looking forward to seeing each of you at the May
19th legislative meeting at the Capitol. This will
be an excellent opportunity to meet legislators
and staff and talk about what we as Drain
Commissioners do.

Sincerely,
Michael



Bendzinski & Co.
MUNICIPAL FINANCE ADVISORS

A MICHIGAN FIRM, WORKING FOR MICHIGAN.

Registered Municipal Advisor with the Security and Exchange Commission (the “SEC")
and the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board (the “MSRB”) offering professional
expertise in the following areas:

Drain Project Financing
Continuing Disclosure Services
Official Statement Preparation

Rating Agency Preparation
Refunding Analysis

Drain Note Financing

Serving municipal bond and note issuers for over 44 years

Bobby Bendzinski (Life Member) Stephen Hayduk
(313) 961-8222 Ext. 1 (313) 961-8222 Ext. 2
rbendzinski@bendzinski.com shayduk@bendzinski.com

Info@Bendzinski.com (313) 961-8222 www.Bendzinski.com
17000 Kercheval Ave., Suite 230, Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230
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BAUGHMAN DRAIN
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
Allegan County

The Baughman Drain, established
in 1875, serves as a tributary to
Pine Creek and conveys runoff
from approximately 970 acres in
Otsego Township and the City

of Otsego. Over time, residential
development expanded

across historically agricultural
land. Homeowners in several
subdivisions reported chronic
property damage, including
basement flooding and saturated lawns, even
during dry weather. Groundwater, trapped in
coarse sandy soils and impeded by buried clay
layers, could not effectively recede.

By the early 2010s, flooding had become

a community-wide crisis. Homeowners
invested tens of thousands of dollars in sump
pumps and floodproofing efforts, yet water
continued to rise after major rain events.
Recognizing that conventional surface drainage
improvements would not solve the problem,
residents petitioned the Allegan County Drain
Commissioner to pursue a comprehensive
solution.

Land & Resource Engineering (LRE), in
partnership with the Allegan County Drain
Commissioner and sub-consultants, launched
an extensive multi-year investigation.

Field monitoring wells, piezometers, and
hydrogeologic modeling revealed that a
confining clay layer obstructed downgradient
groundwater flow, trapping water beneath the
neighborhoods and causing rapid groundwater
rise after storms. The findings confirmed that
meaningful relief would require a combined
groundwater and stormwater management
system — a solution rarely implemented at this
scale under Michigan’s Drain Code.

The final design included five new branches
to the Drain, incorporating open-channel
improvements and more than 2,700 linear
feet of perforated underdrain to intercept and
lower groundwater. Two-stage channel design,
replacement of undersized and perched
culverts, rock riffles, and native vegetation
were incorporated to improve sediment
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transport, enhance habitat, and reduce long-
term maintenance needs. Detailed groundwater
modeling allowed the project team to optimize
underdrain placement while avoiding impacts
to adjacent wetlands, eliminating the need for
costly wetland mitigation.

Permitting required close coordination with
EGLE and DNR Fisheries, with multiple design
refinements over a five-year review process.
Construction presented additional challenges,
including dense residential settings, limited
easement corridors, and utility conflicts. Through
careful planning and community coordination,
the project was completed efficiently while
maintaining neighborhood access and safety.

With a total construction cost just under $2
million, the Baughman Drain Improvements
Project now provides long-term groundwater
relief and flood protection for dozens of
homes, restores natural channel function,
improves aquatic habitat, and modernizes
aging infrastructure. What began as a decades-
long flooding problem has become a model

for innovative groundwater management and
collaborative watershed restoration.

PROJECT TEAM

Chris Machiela, Allegan County Drain
Commissioner

Engineer: Land & Resource Engineering (LRE)
Sub-Consultants: Fishbeck, SME

Contractor: Quantum Excavating

Legal Counsel: FSBR



MONTGOMERY DRAIN
PROJECT
Ingham County

The Montgomery Drain Project
is a Chapter 20 stormwater
infrastructure project in Lansing,
petitioned by the Ingham County
Board of Commissioners and the
City of Lansing. It is designed to
reduce pollution and improve
water quality in the Red Cedar
River.

o

The Montgomery Drain services

an approximately 300-acre, highly urbanized
watershed commonly referred to as “Frandor,”
along the borders of the City of Lansing and the
City of East Lansing. The project also involves
Lansing Township, MDOT, and Ingham County
roads.

Originally built over 100 years ago, the system
was outdated and contributing 50,000-75,000
pounds of pollution annually. The high level

of contamination is a major contributor to the
impairment of the Red Cedar River.

The new drain is a treatment train featuring rain
gardens, limestone water walls, and ponds that
naturally filter and aerate water. It collects urban
runoff and channels it toward the Red Cedar
River, mimicking natural processes to clean the
water before it reaches the river.

The overall Montgomery Drain construction
consisted of 13 separate divisions. The work
included such features as a recirculating
stormwater treatment system, aeration creek, a
water quality wall, water walk, and 34 separate
rain gardens constructed on private business
lands and within the median of Michigan Avenue.

The goals of the drain project were to treat
the stormwater and significantly reduce the
pollutant load to the river, as well as to provide
a unique experience for area residents and
visitors, highlighting the green infrastructure
and low-impact design (LID) technologies, the
importance of water quality to our ecosystem,
and the contributions of the many community
stakeholders with interests in this project.

The drain project had an existing cost of
just under $50 million, funded through

MICHIGAN
ASSOCIATION

apportionments to the five municipal entities:
City of Lansing, City of East Lansing, Lansing
Township, MDOT, and Ingham County.

The project used a low-impact design approach.
This alternative was chosen because it 1)
provided practicable source control with

less burden to property owners; 2) avoided
mandatory acquisition of additional rights of
way by building treatment and storage facilities
in existing public open spaces (Ranney Park
and Red Cedar Park); 3) maximized previous
infrastructure investments by using existing
pipes that would otherwise require upsizing; 4)
reduced traffic disruption when compared to
other alternatives; 5) treated contamination by
conveying the stormwater through a “treatment
train,” which was considerably less expensive
than other acceptable alternatives; and 6) met
all six of the Clean Water Act’s Phase Il minimum
control measures.

There were also many indirect benefits of this
design approach, including 1) enhancement of
public space and wetlands; 2) improvement

of habitat for native plants and animals; and 3)
connection of drain access and maintenance
paths with regional trail systems that can be used
for outdoor recreation.

PROJECT TEAM
Patrick Lindemann, Ingham County Drain
Commissioner

Engineers: Spicer Group, GEl, Eng.

Contractor: Hoffman Brothers, Dunigan Brothers,
E.T. MacKenzie, Jackson Dirt Works

Legal Counsel: Vlahakis Cole Law Firm
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2026 AWARDS CONT.

HONORABLE MENTION

GOFLO SEWER INSPECTION
Macomb County

In Macomb County, the Macomb
County Public Works Office has
jurisdiction of 475 drains, including
401 miles of open-air drains and 330
miles of enclosed drains.

On Christmas Eve 2016 — seven days
before newly-elected Public Works
Commissioner Candice S. Miller took
office — a section of the Macomb
Interceptor Drain on 15 Mile Road on
the border of the City of Fraser and
Clinton Township, collapsed, causing
a sinkhole that partially swallowed
one home and forced the emergency evacuation
of that residence and other neighboring houses.

Drain Commissioner Candice Miller and her team
launched a comprehensive inspection program
of the largest enclosed drains that are under

the county’s jurisdiction to detect whether other
infrastructure was at significant risk of collapse
and to prevent another large sinkhole from
occurring.

Typically, those inspections of underground pipes
involved the use of contractors walking in large
interceptors.

But in Spring 2024, MCPWO purchased a
drone equipped with high-resolution video
with improved lighting for enclosed spaces,
from drone manufacturer Flybotix and artificial
intelligence software from Sewer Al Corp.

The Sewer Al program can detect defects and
then code or rate the defects on the Pipeline
Assessment and Certification Program level. It
eliminates any human bias in coding and detects
defects that may have been missed. The total
cost was $100,000.

It also vastly improves inspections of critical
underground infrastructure and is saving millions
of dollars of inspection, video recording and data
analysis/reporting.

Department officials have nicknamed it “GoFlo”
because it literally goes with the flow of
wastewater in the pipes while recording video.
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The mostly-plastic device was designed by

a couple of in-house engineers. Using a 3D
printer, GoFlo was built by JMD Engineering. It is
equipped with a mounted splashproof GoPro360
brand camera and eight LED lights that illuminate
the interior of dark pipes while recording video.

GoFlo is helping MCPWO administrators and
drain board members with key decisions on
capital improvement planning, budgeting,
and prioritizing spending on underground
infrastructure.

PROJECT TEAM

Candice Miller, Macomb County Drain
Commissioner

Engineer: Macomb County Public Works, JMD
Engineering

resilient :
infrastructure ':ﬁ"-;
for better ‘
stormwater 3
management.

.preinnewhof.com



HONORABLE MENTION

RAINSMART REBATES
Oakland County

Through a combination of financial
incentives, community engagement,
and collaboration, the goal of
RainSmart Rebates is to promote
the adoption of green stormwater
infrastructure (GSI) practices on
residential property by fostering
resilience, enhancing water quality
and promoting environmental
stewardship.

Launched as a pilot program in
January 2024 by the Oakland County
Water Resources Commissioner’s
office (WRC), RainSmart Rebates currently
operates solely within the combined sewer area
of the George W. Kuhn Drain Drainage District
(GWK District), an area that is roughly 36 square
miles and over 50% residential land use.

This program empowers residents to take
proactive steps towards capturing stormwater
before it reaches the combined sewer system.
RainSmart Rebates offers homeowners up to
$2,000 for implementing sustainable stormwater
practices such as tree planting, rain barrel
installation, or creating a rain garden on their
properties.

The RainSmart Rebates program provides
assistance throughout the GSI implementation
process through a partnership with the local non-
profit Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC),
which conducts 1-on-1 site assessments for each
homeowner accepted into the program.

After an application is submitted, a site
assessment is conducted to discuss options and
ensure project viability. Once a homeowner’s
proposed project is approved, the homeowners
are responsible for the installation of their chosen
GSl projects. When installation is complete,
participants submit a rebate request that
includes documentation of installation, receipts,
and adherence to long-term maintenance
requirements via a Property Owner Agreement.

The two-year pilot program was widely
successful with over 650 projects installed and
an estimated annual (March — November) capture
of over 1,400,000 gallons of stormwater. These

MICHIGAN

projects will prevent over 1.3 million gallons of
stormwater from entering the combined sewer
system each year.

RainSmart Rebates is the first program of its
kind in Michigan. While similar programs have
been successfully implemented in other parts
of the country, largely through stormwater
utilities, WRC was able to successfully create
a public-private-nonprofit partnership. Overall,
the program represents a proactive approach
to address pressing environmental concerns
while promoting community involvement and
sustainable practices in the GWK District.

PROJECT TEAM

Jim Nash, Oakland County Water Resources
Commissioner

Engineer: Clinton River Watershed Council,
Center for Watershed Protection

Cadillac Culvert, Inc.

5305 Highway M-115
Cadillac, MI 49601
Bus (231) 775-3761
Fax (231) 775-0072

¢ Corrugated Metal Pipe
e Underground Detention
¢ Pond Control Devices
e Structural Plate

* Specialty Fabrications www.cadillacculvert.com
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STACY HISSONG
RECEIVES LIFE MEMBER

For her many years of dedication and service
to the drain world, Stacy Hissong, Member of
Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes, was presented
with MACDC’s Lifetime Member Award at the
MACDC Winter Conference. This was Stacy’s
29th conference.

A practicing attorney since 1996, Stacy has more
than a decade of experience representing clients
on issues relating to stormwater and inland

lakes and streams, working on projects involving
county and intercounty drains, lake levels, lake
improvement boards, sewer authorities and
county public works offices.

“Thank you for allowing me to
serve you in this way. I truly think
we have, as a group, and | really
mean this, made a difference in
making this state a better place to

live.”
Stacy Hissong

Deena Bosworth, Director of Government Affairs
for the Michigan Association of Counties, who's
a close friend and colleague of Stacy’s, gave
tribute to her work and passion.

“She has been a great mentor to me and for that
| am personally grateful and honored,” Deena
said. “She has become the face of the Michigan
Association of County Drain Commissioners, and
| can attest to that because I'm there every day,
but we know where the brains are for sure.”
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AWARD

MACDC President Mike Hard presenting Stacy with her
award

For her tribute to Stacy, Deena spoke with
several people about Stacy’s contributions to the
drain world. Below are a few comments:

“Stacy is the expert in all things drain law. She's
never wrong. She's never wrong.”

“Stacy has shaped how we approach compliance
and best practices. Her guidance has helped
counties avoid costly mistakes and shaped our
credibility with state agencies.”

“Stacy has a rare talent for communicating with
landowners. Even on controversial projects, she
can break down complex issues so people can
understand them, especially when she brings
candy to sweeten them up ahead.”

After receiving her award, Stacy thanked her
supporters and her drain family.

“The part | like the best is being your counsel,”
she said. “That's the part that means the most
to me. So, to be counsel is not just to give

legal advice; it's to stand by people who are
being asked to make difficult decisions — the
types of decisions that affect communities, that
affect livelihoods, that affect families — that may
depend on whether you get re-elected to your
position.



“STACY-ISMS”

“Mom and Dad need to talk.”

“Look, you could pay me now or
you can pay me more later.”

“Stop trying to pick an ant out of
a pepper shaker.”

“Thank you for allowing me to serve you in this
way. | truly think we have, as a group, and | really
mean this, made a difference in making this state
a better place to live.”

Z

MICHIGAN’S DRAIN EXPERTS

Fahey Schultz
Burzych Rhodes

4151 OKEMOS ROAD
OKEMOS, Ml 48864 USA

TEL: 517.381.0100
FAX: 517.381.5051

DRAINS@FSBRLAW.COM

FSBRLAW.COM

Stacy with fellow attorneys Matthew Smith (L) and Doug
Kelly (R)

. -

Stacy presenting at a drain conference

Stacy with Mike Quaine [L) and Darwin McLeod (R) after
being presented the McLeod Leadership Award
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[E] TETRA TECH

Leading with Science’
to improve people’s lives

CLEAN, SAFE WATER FOR A COMPLEX WORLD

Tetra Tech provides innovative, sustainable solutions for every phase
of the water cycle, including floodplain and stormwater management.

ANNARBOR | BRIGHTON | DETROIT  EAST LANSING
734.665.6000 | 810.220.2112 | 313.964.0790 = 517.316.3930

tetratech.com | ﬂ u m




Engineered for the if,
ready for the when.

Resiliency is the ability to successfully adapt and recover from adverse events like everyday
stressors or severe weather. It is not a new imperative for ADS. Our business is proud to be
leading the way for both resiliency and sustainability.

Long Service Life
G Superior gasketed joints don’t leak and securely move with the earth when
stressed.

I I I I I Unrivaled Strength
Illllllll Future proof performance from an industry leader providing long term value
when time is of the essence.

a Sustainable Solutions
Our products are made from recycled materials and are less resource-intensive.

Build or upgrade your stormwater system with the future in mind.

For more information please contact Nicholas Karber
at 734-707-3967 or nicholas.karber@adspipe.com

adspipe.com

© 2022 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 01/22 MH
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“Artificial intelligence will not replace engineering
judgment—but it can help drainage professionals
turn data into better decisions.”

Understanding
Generative,
ANl NTRODUCTION

Drain commissioners today operate in an increasingly

Agentic AI complex environment. Weather patterns are becoming
less predictable, infrastructure is aging, regulatory
By: Brian Jonckheere oversight continues to expand, and public expectations

for transparency are higher than ever. Artificial intelligence
(Al) is emerging as a tool that can help public infrastructure
managers analyze data, forecast infrastructure risk, and
Tim Inman, PE communicate with the public more effectively.

Spicer Group, Inc.

Livingston County Drain
Commissioner

For drainage professionals, most practical applications of Al
fall into three categories: generative Al, predictive Al, and
agentic Al.

WHAT ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE ACTUALLY IS

Artificial intelligence refers to computer systems that are
designed to perform tasks that normally require human
reasoning. These systems analyze large amounts of data,
identify patterns, and then apply those patterns to produce
useful outputs.
In practical terms, Al can help offices:

+  Generate written materials quickly

« Analyze historical infrastructure data

« Forecast potential maintenance needs

«  Support operational decision-making
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Rather than replacing professional judgment, Al should be viewed as a tool that assists experienced
staff in making more informed decisions.

For drain commissioners, most practical applications fall into three categories.

GENERATIVE Al: CREATING CONTENT

Generative Al produces written material, summaries, and other content based on instructions provided
by the user. In a drain office, it functions like a drafting assistant capable of producing initial versions of
documents quickly.

. Draft meeting minutes A Good Rule of Thumb

«  Prepare public flood advisories Type of Al | What It Does
«  Summarize engineering reports

Generative Al Writes things

«  Draft grant narratives

. Prepare grant applications Forecasts things

«  Create briefing documents for board
meetings

PREDICTIVE Al: FORECASTING INFRASTRUCTURE RISK

Predictive Al analyzes historical records to estimate future outcomes. Drain offices often possess
decades of rainfall, maintenance, and infrastructure data that can be used to identify patterns
associated with flooding or asset deterioration.

Does things

DATA SOURCE Al ANALYSIS POTENTIAL INSIGHT
Culvert age Compare with historical failures Identify high-risk assets
Rainfall records Storm pattern analysis Estimate flood probability
Maintenance logs Detect recurring issues Prioritize maintenance

| MACDC.US | 15
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u Applied Science, Inc.

ASI Consulting Engineering

Providing Engineering Excellence Since 1984
Hydrologic / Hydraulic Modeling
Collection System Design

Water/Wastewater Treatment Design
Flow Meter Data Collection and Testing

313.567.3990 / www.asi-detroit.com

FK ENGINEERING

Excellence in Infrastructure
&Underground Engineering

Geotechnical, Civil & Structural Engineering,
Infrastructure Rehabilitation, Tunnel & Shaft Design

www fkengineering.com
248.817.2946 igiadison Heights, MI
P

A
e e
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Al CONT.

WHAT IS AGENTIC AI?

Most people are becoming familiar with Al tools
that write things—emails, reports, or meeting
summaries. That type of Al is called generative
Al. Butthere is another type of Al that goes a
step further.

That is called Agentic Al.

Instead of just creating information, agentic Al
can take actions on your behalf within rules you
define. Think of it less like a writer and more
like a digital assistant that can perform tasks
automatically.

A Simple Way to Think About It

If generative Al is like a secretary who drafts
a letter, then agentic Al is like a staff member
who can carry out a job once you give them
instructions.

You set the rules........ The system carries out the
work.

Drain Office Example

Imagine your office receives rainfall forecasts
and water level sensor data.

An agentic Al system could be instructed to:

Monitor rainfall forecasts

Compare them to watershed conditions
Check water level sensors

Send alerts when thresholds are reached
Notify staff automatically

Draft a public advisory if flooding risk
increases

o0 s wN S

MYTH vs. REALITY:

MYTH: |  REALITY:
* Al will replace staff » Al assists staff

Al knows everything e Al needs human
oversight

» Al is only for big cities e Al benefis small offices




No one has to manually check each dataset.
The system acts within the guidelines you set.

Another Example: Maintenance Priorities
Suppose your office tracks:

«  Culvert age

« Inspection reports

«  Flood history

« Maintenance records

An agentic Al system could:

1. Monitor the database

2. lIdentify culverts approaching failure risk

3. Create a recommended inspection schedule

4. Notify staff when assets reach priority
thresholds

QUICK EXAMPLE: PROFESSIONALS OF MICHIGAN'S THUMS

. i bmyjinc.com | 810.984.5596
Draft Public Notice

® 30-60 Minutes
Using Al:

2-3 Minutes
i T—

— B

‘ Al Generates Dra
Staff Reviews

= 2 N

Faster First Draft

HUBBELL, ROTH & CLARK, INC
248.454.6300 | HRCENGR.COM
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Al CONT.

A PRACTICAL FIRST STEP FOR DRAIN
OFFICES

« The best way for most offices to begin
exploring Al is by focusing on a small,
manageable task that consumes staff time.

«  Examples might include:

«  Preparing board meeting agendas
«  Drafting maintenance summaries

«  Creating public information notices
«  Summarizing engineering reports

« Testing generative Al on routine
administrative tasks allows staff to
become familiar with the technology while
maintaining full oversight of the final product.

«  Small experiments can help offices build
internal understanding before considering
more advanced applications such as
predictive modeling or automated systems.

LOOKING AHEAD

800.482.2864 100% Future columns will explore practical ways Al can
www.wadetrim.com o assist with everyday tasks in drainage offices,
from drafting documents to analyzing watershed
data and forecasting infrastructure risk. It will
3 e also move into more complex Al processes such
- e - as Agentic Al

Principal Involvement ﬁ AT e SURVEY

Relationship Focused &

Practical, Responsible Cofutions To better understand where the needs are for

members, we would like to ask for your input in a
survey. This survey will help us understand what
the needs are and where we should best focus
future columns on this topic. Please click on the
link below to take the survey. Feel free to have
staff members take the survey as well so that we
can gauge which job focus areas match up with
the needs.

Survey Link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Al_MACDC_

Engineering & Surveying

wiww.engdotl.com
Lansing-Crand Haven-Crand Raplds ASS mt
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WHY DRAIN
OFFICES ARE |

Our best watertight
| solution.

* Culvert

Inventories e
® Drainage Maps The DUOSEAL® watertight
cRainfalpata | [
+ Maintenance Logs |~ [l
® FlOOd HiStOl'y on top of the assembly.

Al thrives on large

sets of -
5{5&- ejco.com/duoseal /593

il Learn moreat
il

infrastructure data.

"ol orcall 800626 4653
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Connecting communities through
engineered drain solutions and
environmental insight.

County + Intercounty Drains
Assessment Districts
Drain Inventories + GIS Mapping
Geotechnical Engineering
Ecological Consulting
Environmental Consulting
MS4 Program Management + Permitting Applications
Spill and lllicit Discharge Response
Water Quality Monitoring
Groundwater Modeling
UAS/Drone Inspections

P=/A ASTI

ENVIRONMENTAL

G I z O U I A DIVISION OF PEA GROUP

www.peagroup.com
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Serving Michigan Governmental
Clients as Bond Counsel For

MORE THAN 100 YEARS

¥
Steven Patrick
Mann ’ McGow

+1.313.496.7509 +1.313.496.7684
mann@millercanfield.com mcgow@millercanfield.com

Steven ' Alan %
Frank Szuma ?
>

8,
+1.313.496.7503 +1.313.496.7604
frank@millercanfield.com szuma@millercanfield.com

Providing Bond Counsel and Specialized

L
o

Legal Services to Drain Commissioners
Throughout the State

LILER
IELD

millercanfield.com/PublicLaw
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WELKE AG

Tile & Drainage Services ———

MICHIGAN Ji
GOUNTY_ 4
DRAIN&S 8
SPECIALISTS

INSTALLATION & REHABILITATION

At Welke Ag Tile & Drainage Services LLC, we utilize Hydramax 4730 bucket
wheel single-pass pipe installation methods for county drain construction and
drainage rehabilitation projects throughout Michigan.

CAPABILITIES

+ 6"=-36" Dual Wall & Gasketed PVC Pipe Installation
v~ Up to 8-Foot Depth Installation Machine Capability

~" Trimble GPS Surveying & Topographic Mapping

v~ Locating & GPS Mapping of Existing
Drainage Systems

v Digital As-Built Documentation with

Georeferenced Pipe Locations Brent Welke

v/ KMZ / SHP Files Available for Engineer Merrill, Michigan
or County Records

v Optional Automated Sand or Pea (989) 239-7435

Stone Bedding (Adjustable Depths)



ADA WEBSITE &

APP ACCESSIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS FOR
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

By: Amanda Knutson, Senior Associate, Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes

In April 2024, the U.S. Department of Justice
(“DOJ”) issued a rule under Title Il of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12131
et seq. (“ADA”) to ensure websites and mobile
applications (“apps”) maintained by state and
local governments are accessible to people with

disabilities. As the deadlines for compliance with
the new rule loom closer, it is important that drain

and water resources commissioners work with
their respective counties to make any necessary
updates to their public websites and apps.

TITLE I

Title Il is the portion of the ADA that prohibits
state and local units of government from
discriminating against people with physical and/
or cognitive disabilities. Title Il applies to all
services, programs, and activities of state and
local governments, including those that are
offered online and through mobile apps.

NEW ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

The DOJ’s rule adopts the World Wide Web
Consortium’s Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines, Version 2.1, Level AA as the new
technical standards for website and mobile
app accessibility. (Note: There are multiple
levels of the Version 2.1 standards, but the
new rule requires compliance with Level AA.)
The standards focus on four key principles for
websites and mobile apps, which direct that
online content must be:

Perceivable — The information should be
1 presented in a way that users can perceive,

even if they are limited to using one of their
senses. This includes providing text alternatives
for non-text content (images, photos, etc.);
providing captions and other alternatives for
multimedia (videos, etc.); creating content that
can be presented in different ways, including by

assistive technologies, without losing meaning;
and making it easier for users to see and hear
content.

Operable — The user interface and
navigation should allow for ease of

operation by users. This includes making
all functionality of the website or mobile app
available from a keyboard, providing users
enough time to read and use content, avoiding
content that causes seizures or other physical
reactions, helping users navigate and find
content, and making it easier to use inputs other
than a keyboard (screen readers, hand-free
devices, etc.)

Understandable — Users should be able to
3understand the information and operation

of the user interface. This includes making
text readable and understandable, making
content appear and operate in predicable ways,
and helping users avoid and correct mistakes
(e.g., providing instructions when user input is
required).

Robust — Content should be reliably
4interpreted by a variety of assistive

technologies. In other words, efforts should
be made to maximize compatibility of the website
or mobile app with existing and future user tools.
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ADA WEBSITE CONT.

DEADLINE FOR COMPLIANCE

State and local governments have differing
deadlines to comply with the new requirements,
depending on their population. The table below
includes the deadlines for compliance based on
population:

POPULATION DEADLINE
0 -49,999 April 26, 2027
50,000+ April 24, 2026

EXCEPTIONS TO COMPLIANCE

While most website and mobile app content
must comply with the new requirements, there
are a few exceptions for content that is used less
frequently or will be more difficult for state and
local governments to update right away. The
exceptions include:

1. Archived web content that meets specific
requirements;

2. Pre-existing conventional electronic
documents (word processing, presentation,
PDF or spreadsheet files);

<AVIN

Content posted by a third-party that is
not acting on behalf of the state or local
government (e.g., content posted by
members of the public);

Individualized documents that are password-
protected (e.g., a water or tax bill for a
specific resident); and

Pre-existing social media posts.

Serving Michigan Since 1985

- LAKE SERVICES

a Jones Lake Management Partner

We Handle All Your Lake and Pond Needs!
dle Al Your L

v Lake & Channel Dredging
_Aquati

v’ Aquatic Weed Harvesting

v Custom Aeration Systems

v_Lake Mapping
et BT j.L:i LONrolAVE d.dd:.i.u!_u Cﬁnsulllﬂg

\/ Licensed, Insured'& Bonded "

Preserving Our Lakes Today For Our Generations Tomorrow.

989.800.0985 | LakeAndPond.com
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IMPACT ON DRAIN AND WATER
RESOURCES COMMISSIONERS

Drain and water resources commissioners should
communicate with their county administrators
and other staff to make any necessary updates

to their websites and any mobile apps to comply
with the new requirements. The Worldwide Web

Consortium also provides the following free Engineering Sustainable
resources to aid in achieving compliance: R
Infrastructure Solutions

Website Evaluation Report
Generator — The Report
Generator can be used to
evaluate a website and
provide a report regarding the
level of compliance with the
new technical standards.

+ Stormwater & Drainage

+ Water Supply & Transmission

+ Wastewater Collection & Treatment

+ Hydraulics & Hydrology

Quick Reference — This guide lan-inc.com

offers a quick reference list
of the standards, along with
techniques for implementing
them. (Note: When using this
guide, be sure to look at the
Level AA guidelines.)

+ 2D Modeling

Samir F. Matta, PE | 517.819.2367 | SFMatta@lan-inc.com

3681 Okemos Road, Suite 600, Okemos, M| 48864

Herbicide Vegetation Control Specialists

We Specialize in Herbicide Applications for Vegetation Control

Invasive species control

Tree and brush control
Vegetation control

Noxious weed control
Aquatic weed control

Ditch bank vegetation control
Roadside weed control
Guardrail spraying

ROW vegetation control

Tree
Service

Our Herbicide Applications are Used Effectively On:

State and federal lands

Utility and pipeline right-of-way

Drain commissions and drainage ditches

Electrical corridors and DOT right-of-way

Electric co-op and county road right-of-way

Fence lines, substations, power plants, and refineries
e Tank farms, cell towers, pipeline stations, solar sites
e Railroad lines, yards, and airports

e Parking lots and pavement underlay

herbicideinfo@owentree.com

Quality Comes With Knowledge & Experiences,
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

COMMITTEE

YP Profile

SAM LAWRENCE

MS4 Compliance Officer
Kalamazoo County

My name is Sam, and | am a graduate of
Michigan State University (“Go Green!”),
where | studied Agribusiness with a focus in
Environmental Economics.

I've been with Kalamazoo County for a year and
a half and currently serve as the MS4 Compliance
Officer in the Drain Office. | enjoy working on
projects that strengthen our infrastructure and
promote environmental stewardship throughout
the county.

This summer | plan on launching a stewardship
fishing program for the Kalamazoo community,

designed to promote responsible practices and
highlight the importance of protecting our local
waterways.

The 2026 Winter Conference was my first time
fully attending. | found the MACDC family to be
an engaging and inspiring group of professionals.
It was a great opportunity to learn, connect, and
gain valuable insight from a knowledgeable and
welcoming community.

Sam fishing
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Sam presenting

| had the pleasure of joining YPC following
the 2025 Summer Conference. | look forward
to helping continue the welcoming and
collaborative atmosphere that makes YPC

so strong, while supporting professional
development and inspiring growth within
MACDC.

For the upcoming 2026 MACDC Summer
Conference, | look forward to reconnecting with
friends from Winter Conference. I'm also excited
to explore Sault Ste. Marie, and, after conference,
| hope to take a vacation, adventuring into
Canada and spending some time fishing.

To leave you with a fun fact about myself, |
recently started the journey of learning how to
play the Banjo.

ST =——— 202 Morrell Street

EMGIS Charlotte, M| 48813
c

uLveRT 1nG. Ph.517-543-3430

Grader and Snow Plow blades
Aluminum & Steel structural plate

Corrugated Steel Pipe
Max Flow Pipe
Dura Flow Dual Wall Pipe  Erosion Control Fabrics

CSP Fabrications Campfire Rings




pfm

Bond Transaction Management

Bond Pricing Strategies

Credit Strategies

Capital Planning

Continuing Disclosure Services
Financial Analysis & Specialized Studies

Fiscal Planning & Budgeting

Public Private Partnerships
Economic Development
Developer Selection & Negotiation
Environmental Finance

Kari Blanchett, Managing Director

Nate Watson, Managing Director

Brodie Killian, Director

Sean Wahl, Director

Dale Deis, Senior Managing Consultant
Kristine Griffiths, Senior Managing Consultant
Sarah Moore, Senior Managing Consultant

555 Briarwood Circle pfm.com
Suite 333
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 734.994.9700

For important disclosure information please go to pfm.com/disclosures
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AVOIDING AND
MINIMIZING IMPACTS IN
STREAM PROJECTS

A Guide to Sustainable Design

By: John Saltanovitz, Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

Stream projects, whether for drainage
maintenance or infrastructure development,
often face a complex regulatory and ecological
landscape. The Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

(EGLE) emphasizes a hierarchy of Avoidance,
Minimization, and Mitigation. By integrating
stream function into the early planning phases,
applicants can create more stable systems,
reduce long-term maintenance costs, and
navigate the permitting process more efficiently.

UNDERSTANDING STREAM FUNCTION

Before designing a project, one must understand

what a stream actually does. A healthy stream

is more than just conveyance for water; it is a

dynamic system that performs several critical

"jobs":

«  Hydraulic & Geomorphic: Conveying water,
effectively transporting sediment and
providing energy dissipation during floods.

«  Environmental: Supporting wetland
functions, maintaining the water table and
providing aquatic habitat

«  Social: Enhancing aesthetics and providing
opportunities for recreation.

When these functions are compromised—for
example, when a stream loses its ability to
transport sediment—it leads to aggradation
(buildup) or degradation (scouring), both of which
increase maintenance burdens.

THE PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCE:
GENERAL AND MINOR PERMITS

EGLE has established General (GP) and Minor
Permit (MP) categories that incorporate pre-
approved techniques for avoiding and minimizing
impacts.
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«  Benefits: Projects designed to meet these
criteria enjoy an expedited permitting
process.

«  Cost Savings: By working within these
categories, applicants can avoid the high
costs and long-term monitoring associated
with formal stream mitigation.

KEY AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION
TECHNIQUES

Floodplain Connectivity and the Two-Stage
Ditch

One of the most effective ways to stabilize a
modified stream or drain is the Two-Stage Ditch
design.

By creating benches at the "bankfull" height
(the height at which water begins to flow out of
the channel in a stable stream), the stream is
reconnected to a functional floodplain.

+  The Math: An ideal bench width is
approximately 2.2x the bankfull width
at minimum. This total bench width can
span both sides of the channel or simply
be present on one side based on site
conditions.

«  The Payoff: This design dissipates flood
energy, increases lateral stability, and
ensures sediment is transported efficiently
rather than settling in the channel.

Proper Culvert Sizing

Undersized culverts are a primary cause

of localized stream failure. They act as
bottlenecks that cause "backwater" conditions

upstream and high-velocity "fire hoses" at the
outlet. This leads to:



Floodplain connectivity dissipates flood energy and
increases bank stability

«  Upstream sedimentation.

«  Severe downstream scour pools and bank
erosion.

Properly sized and sloped culverts maintain the
natural flow regime and protect the structural
integrity of the stream bed.

Geomorphology: Sinuosity and Grade
Control

Nature rarely moves in a straight line. By
creating sinuosity—alternating bankfull benches
to create meanders within an existing drain—we
can dissipate energy and improve habitat.

Additionally, Grade Control structures (such

as cross-vanes or constructed riffles) prevent
"downcutting," where the stream bed erodes
vertically. These features lock the channel slope

in place, preventing the "unzipping" of the stream

profile.

= = AR i
- A b e
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Stream cross section with riffles and pools

4Bank Stabilization and Riparian Buffers

Moving away from hard armor (like vertical

concrete) toward bioengineering (like soil
lifts or wood toes) provides structural stability
while creating habitat. This is bolstered by
protecting the Riparian Buffer—a strip of native
plants and trees along the bank.

«  Buffers provide: Filtration for runoff,
overhead cover for fish, and deep root
systems that hold the soil together.

THE MITIGATION HIERARCHY:
AVOID > MINIMIZE > MITIGATE

Mitigation—the process of creating or restoring
a stream elsewhere to offset losses—is a

last resort. Stream Mitigation is required for
projects that are larger or impact more stream
functions (e.g., longer enclosures, relocations,
channelization, dredging, armoring, etc.).
Reminder that projects that meet a General

or Minor Permit Category would not require
mitigation.

To avoid mitigation, applicants must provide
documentation in their permit application
showing that design alternatives were
investigated and that every effort was made to
minimize the "footprint" of the project.

START EARLY FOR BEST RESULTS

The greatest number of creative solutions are
available at the very beginning of the planning
process. Looping in EGLE early with a pre-
application meeting will ensure the project
has less obstacles during the permitting
process. Protecting stream function is not just
an environmental hurdle; it is a fiscal strategy
that leads to more stable, low-maintenance
infrastructure. Reach out to EGLE’s MACDC
liaison, Kate Kirkpatrick, local EGLE staffers, or
our Stream Team friends with any questions on
your project.
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2121 3 MILE RO.NW N
ALKER, MI 4854
SRl ooadt @HALHL BRIDGE & SUPPLY COMPANY

B16-301-T888
-Corrugated Steel Pipe
-CSP Detention Systems

-Steel & Aluminum
Structural Plate and
Box Culverts

-Steel Fabricators
-Geotextile Fabric
-Waterman Gates

-Guard Rail
PROUDLY SERVING o
MICHIGAN'S DRAIN COMMURNITY! © 810-648-3000 - Sandusky, MI @ 419-335-3200 - Wauseon, OH
PETE BUURSTRA PE. info@jensenbridge.com jensenbridge.com
u.'le-qa.m

DAN FREDRICKS. P.E KYLE VISKER. PE 400 Stoney Creek Drive, 9610 County Road 14,
B16-8E2- 3304 B16-821-8519 Sandusky, MI 48471 Wauseon, OH 43567

Protecting Your Environment
Today For Tomorrow
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= Lake Management Planning
= Aguatic Vepetation Surveys

s on o RES@U RCES

* Phosphorus Mitigation '7%

The water resources spemahsts Progressive
Companies have helped communities-across

» Herbicide/ Algicide Applicarions Michigan develop:workable 'solutions to.complex
lake and watershed management problems.

* Bathymetric Mapping

* Natural Shorcline Restoration
= Terrestrial Plant Manmgement

# Mechanical Weed Harvesting Services:
= Fish Evaluations * Aguatic plant management oversight
* Drone surveys
* Geographic information systems analyses
* Establish Special Assessment Districts * Hydro-acoustic mapping
* Lake and watershed management plans
» Limnological evaluations and diagnostic feasibility studies
Serving-All ol Michigan * Natural shoreline design
* Online information and outreach
* Project organization and financing assistance
AOO) TRI43 04 » Stormwater management studies

* Water quality monitoring “-

* Wetland delineations weareprogressive.com

= Fountains, Dock Mounes & Aeration Svstems

# Evart * Ciramsd Rapids * Lansing & Cayvlosd
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STAFF SPOTLIGHTS

As a new feature of Pipeline, we will profile drain office staff and associate members

Do you have someone in your office who deserves recognition? Are you an associate member doing

cool things?

Please reach out to Communications Committee Chair Joel Morgan at joel.morgan@kentcountymi.gov.

For the inaugural staff profiles, Joel Morgan (Kent County) and Lori Hyland (Clinton County) tell us a

bit about themselves.

JOEL MORGAN
Senior Engineer, Kent County Drain
Office

Can you tell us a little bit about yourself?

I grew up in Wyoming, graduated from Calvin
College, spent time in Minnesota and somehow
wound up living only a mile or so from my
childhood home. I've been married for 12 years
and have three wonderful kids and two cuddly
cats who adopted us (Cinnamon and Clovis). |
love playing guitar (hit me up guitar players!) and
reading (anyone else love Brandon Sanderson’s
work?).

What is your position at Kent County and what
individuals do you work with?

| am the senior engineer in the Drain
Commissioner’s office. | work with a wide
variety of people - county residents who have
drainage problems, contractors doing work for
us, engineers designing improvement projects,
attorneys, real estate developers, and many
more!

What are two or three things people should
know about your role?

Our office deals with drainage and flooding
issues, which is quite a niche set of problems

to solve, but each day is diverse and poses its
own unique challenges. My role largely lies in
coordination and communication - making sure
people with problems are heard and that we are
solving their issue in a timely manner. | love to
talk and to make things happen, so my role suits
me.

What is the most rewarding part of your job?
What is the most challenging?

Watching a construction project finish and
handling the first big rain event as it was
designed is a huge fist-pound moment. One

challenging aspect of
our office is that we
specially assess (tax)
costs back to county
residents and many
times they don’t like
or understand why
they must pay more
on their property
taxes. Try as we might,
“a person convinced
against their will is of
the same opinion still,”
and they like to let us
know how upset they
are, loudly.

Morgan

Do you have any interesting/fun stories about
your experience working with co-workers or

clients/residents?

Ken Yonker, the Drain Commissioner, and |
always seem to get stuck whenever we go out
to inspect a county drain. Sometimes, it's a dead
battery or flat tires. Once, we ended up face-first
in a ditch. Sometimes, we leave our boots behind
in the muck. Whatever the situation, it’s always
quality time when Ken and | are out together.

Is there anything else you want to say/ talk
about?

We are always willing to take someone on a
ride along to see what we do. It’ll be fun but you
might get stuck!
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT CONT.

LORI HYLAND
Accounting/Assessing Specialist,
Clinton County Drain Commissioners
Office

Where are you from?

Fowler, Michigan

How long have you been working in the drain
world?

Five years

What are two or three things we should know
about what you do?

| am responsible for the accounting of over
600 county drains. | handle the annual

drain assessments with the help of the drain
commissioner. | watch the financial situation of

each county drain and advise when funding is
needed.

L5,

What is the most
rewarding part of
your job?

Being able to organize
and keep over 600
drain accounting
records separated.
What is the most
challenging?

Making sure each
drain has the funds
needed to accomplish
what needs to be
done.

Hyland

What is your favorite (pizza, book, album, circus
ride)...

I love a good ham, bacon, and pineapple pizza!

FLEIS&/ANDENBRINK

MANAGING WATER.
PROTECTING COMMUNITIES.

Dam Inspections

Detention & Retention Basins

Hydraulic Modeling

Open & Enclosed Drains

Site Plan Reviews for Stormwater Compliance
Stormwater Management Plans
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER

NEWS

Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes Announces
Cole Hedrick and Kyle O’Meara as Members of

the Firm

Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC (FSBR) is
pleased to announce that Cole Hedrick and Kyle
O’Meara have been named Members of the firm,
effective January 1, 2026.

Both attorneys’ paths to membership reflect the
way FSBR measures leadership: consistent client
service, sound judgment under pressure, and the
ability to take ownership of complex matters. Kyle
and Cole have each grown into trusted advisors
who manage sophisticated work, deepen client
relationships, and bring the steady, solutions-
oriented approach public clients rely on.

“Cole and Kyle’s careers reflect what we strive
to offer at FSBR—a place where attorneys can
begin their careers, develop deep expertise, and
grow into long-term leaders,” said Stacy Hissong,
Member. “They have built their practices here by
earning client trust, taking ownership of complex
work, and investing in the people around them.
We’'re proud to see that growth continue.”

COLE HEDRICK

Cole began with FSBR as a law clerk in 2016
and joined the firm as an attorney in 2017. He
has since become a key leader within the firm’s
Water Resources practice, developing deep
experience in the legal and practical realities of
public infrastructure.

Cole’s work focuses on public drainage projects
under Michigan’s Drain Code and the property
and agreement work that allows those projects
to proceed. He supports matters from early
planning through design, acquisition, bidding,
and construction. His work includes easements,
right-of-way issues (including condemnation
when necessary), and coordination with
development and utilities. His involvement
across the full lifecycle helps clients manage
compliance, documentation, and coordination

when priorities,
funding sources,

and stakeholders
converge. In addition
to Drain Code work,
Cole has played
meaningful roles in
multiple dam removal
and river restoration
projects, including
necessary easement
acquisition and
contract negotiation
that helped lead to
successful grant-
funded efforts to remove aging infrastructure,
improve public safety, and restore river function.

Hedrick

Cole’s leadership is reflected in his approach. He
identifies issues early, communicates plainly, and
translates complex requirements into clear next
steps for engineers, public officials, and project
teams. He also brings a broader lens to the

work through his involvement with the Michigan
Association of County Drain Commissioners
(MACDC), supporting professional education and
legislative initiatives that strengthen Michigan’s
water-management framework and advance the
interests of the public clients he serves. Within
the firm, he mentors law clerks and associates
and helps lead project teams. Outside of his
client work, Cole serves as an adjunct professor
at Michigan State University College of Law, co-
teaching Land Use and Planning. Cole was also
recognized as an Ingham County Bar Association
“Top 5 Under 35” honoree.

KYLE O’'MEARA

Kyle joined FSBR after clerking with the firm as
a summer associate in 2017 and began his legal
career at the firm in 2018. With a long-standing
interest in public policy and local government
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service, he has built a practice advising
municipalities on matters where legal strategy,
public process, and practical implementation all
must align.

Kyle’s work focuses on municipal, water
resources, and administrative law. His work
spans land use and zoning, renewable energy,
inland lake level and lake improvements, special
assessments, public safety, and professional
licensing defense, among other matters. He is
often called on when projects are complex or
high-visibility, and he helps boards and staff
navigate stakeholder pressure, regulatory
requirements, and funding realities while keeping
decisions legally defensible. Following Michigan’s
widely publicized 2020 dam failures and spillway
emergencies, he helped guide lake-level and
restoration matters requiring coordinated
governance, sustained public communication,
and long-term project and funding strategy.

He also continues to innovatively advise
municipalities on utility-scale renewable energy
developments, including helping communities
impose creative conditions to protect the

public, such as one that required deployment of

Michigan’s first aircraft
detection lighting
system (ADLS) on a
wind turbine project

As his responsibilities
have expanded,

Kyle has become

a trusted point of
contact for clients. He
helps them evaluate
options, understand
implications, and
make decisions

they can carry out in
practice. Kyle is an active writer and presenter on
municipal topics and has been recognized as a
Michigan Super Lawyers Rising Star (since 2023)
and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch (since 2025).

O’Meara

LOOKING AHEAD

As Members, Cole and Kyle will continue to
lead complex client work and contribute to the
firm’s long-term direction, supporting Michigan
communities and public infrastructure projects
with expert counsel and real solutions.
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* Civil Engineering

= Surveying

* Landscape Architecture
= Aerial Imagery/Mapping
* Planning

(800)837-9131
WWW.rowepsc.com
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Attorney Dan Bock recognized by the
Michigan Natural Resources Commission and
Great Lakes Fishery Trust

In August 2025,
Fahey Schultz Burzych
Rhodes PLC (FSBR)
Senior Attorney

Daniel P. Bock was
recognized for public
service supporting
Michigan’s natural
resources and Great
Lakes fisheries.

Before joining FSBR, Dan served for 17 years with
the Michigan Attorney General’s Office, most
recently as Assistant Chief of the Environment,
Natural Resources, and Agriculture Division. At
FSBR, he supports clients on water resources,
environmental and energy matters, public
utilities, and litigation, drawing on deep pubilic-
sector experience and a practical understanding
of how these issues affect communities across
Michigan.

At the Michigan
Natural Resources
Commission’s August
14, 2025 meeting

in Gaylord, the Commission recognized Dan’s
work from his time with the Michigan Attorney
General’s Office, where he served as legal
counsel to the Commission and the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources.

Bock

In remarks during the recognition, DNR Director
Scott Bowen highlighted Dan’s legal expertise,
integrity, and dedication to public service. He
noted Dan’s role advising on the Line 5 litigation |
and leading teams handling complex natural Attorney Dan Bock with the Michi igan Department of Natu-

. . . . . ral Resources (DNR) Director, DNR Deputy Director and the
resources matters, including issues involving Natural Resources Commissioners (NRC)

commercial fishing, tribal treaty rights, and
questions tied to public land ownership and
riparian rights. Over many years working with the
DNR and NRC, Dan provided practical guidance
to multiple DNR Directors and numerous NRC
Commissioners.

Dan was also honored by the Great Lakes
Fishery Trust with the Jack Bails Award,
recognizing his board leadership and service
as Treasurer from 2022 to 2025. In that role,
he helped review grant proposals and oversee
grantmaking for projects intended to strengthen
the Great Lakes fishery and expand access to
fishing opportunities. The trust’s work supports
initiatives such as fisheries research, fish
hatcheries, dam removals, and improved public
access, including projects designed to broaden

opportunities for underserved communities. Attorney Dan Bock with Randy Claramunt, Fisheries Chief.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
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IN MEMORIAM

Marya Noelle Colpaert

DECEMBER 7, 19974—FEBRUARY 18, 2026

Marya was a dedicated Deputy Drain Commissioner
and Engineer for Saginaw County Public Works, where
her passion for civil engineering shone through in
every project she undertook. Marya greatly enjoyed
the time spent with the Michigan Association of
County Drain Commissioners, developing many

close friendships over the years. A proud graduate of
Michigan Tech University, she embraced challenges
with a positive outlook and an ever-present smile.
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MACDC EVENT
CALENDAR

MAY 19, 2026
MACDC Legislative Day
Lansing, Mi

JULY 15-17, 2026
MACDC Annual Summer Conference
Kewadin Casino | Sault Ste. Marie, Ml

FEBRUARY 10-12, 2027
MACDC Annual Winter Conference
Grand Traverse Resort | Acme, Ml

To place your event on this calendar, contact
us at admin@macdc.us or 517.484.9761.

For the most up to date details visit,
macdc.us/calendary.

Over 30 Years of Environmental

Consulting Experience!

www.petersonenviro.com

ETINFA

ENGINEERED PRODUCTS
FROM ETNA SUPPLY

£ SOLMAX

Geotextile that is used to
facilitate lateral drainage
beneath paved or unpaved
roads and parking lots while
helping mitigate the effects
of frost heave or expansive

soils.
M K Stormwater

Innovation
High-quality, innovative products for erosion and
sediment control, stormwater management, and
pollutant removal.

-

FILT¥EXX

Advanced Tubular Filters

Filter Sock for
Sediment Control

FRYEFLOW

Inlet Filter Bag |

Inlet Protection

TRM/Erosion Blankets

Contact Etna Supply for All Your
Geo & Erosion Control Needs

800-632-4576 | etnasupply.com
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OVER 50 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AS BOND COUNSEL TO
DRAIN COMMISSIONERS
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Laura M. Bassett | 248.205.5633 Roger A. Swets | 616.336.1043
LBassett@dickinsonwright.com RSwets@dickinsonwright.com

Eric McGlothlin | 248.433.7566 : Amelia P. Livingway | 248.433.7508
EMcglothlin@dickinsonwright.com ALivingway@dickinsonwright.com

=
DICKINSON(\NRIGHT

2600 W. BIG BEAVER RD., STE. 300 | TROY, MI 48084 | 200 OTTAWA AVE., N.W,, STE. 1000 | GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503
23 OFFICES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES & CANADA | DICKINSONWRIGHT.COM
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PIPELINE

120 N. Washington Sq., Suite 110A
Lansing, MI 48933
www.MACDC.us

Leaders in

SURFACE WATER

Since 1944

Steve Roznowski, PE  Paul Forton, PE Brady Harrington, PE
989.415.3317 989.529.8612 517.512.5670

|

Nick Czerwinski, PE Tim Inman, PE, PS M

989.529.0256 989.239.4907 .
spicergroup.com
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