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Call Northern Concrete Pipe For Your Next Project
800-222-9918    www.ncp-inc.com

Think Outside the Box 

Let us assist you 
with all of your 
custom layouts

Skewed Sections!
-We can do that!

Skewed Sections Allowed Designers to:
-stay within very restrictive right of way
-provide excellent aquatic passageway
-economic alternative to other bridges
-minimize road closure timetables

Met Required Criteria for:
- Environmental
- Economical Alternative
- Ecological
- Social Considerations

If You Can Draw It We Can Build It
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
JOE BUSH
Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner

Surprise, it’s me again! Don’t say that with 

the tone from the movie, “The Shining” with 

Jack Nicholson, but rather one of comfort 

and relief. I will continue to be your President 

until we can once again meet and vote, 

hopefully at the summer conference. The 

board voted in late 2020 that, due to the 

fact that winter conference was canceled, 

I will continue in the role of your MACDC 

President until the in-person voting can once 

again determine who your next President 

will be. Until then, I am honored to continue 

in this role and serve this very special group 

of people.

Welcome to 2021. Right now, in many ways, 

it still seems like a repeat of 2020. However, 

there are small areas of growth, and I only 

hope that things will continue to improve, 

the state will continue to open up, and many 

of our norms will once again resume.

One of the ways that we hope to resume 

our normal activities is with the summer 

conference. As of today, we are still planning 

on proceeding with the conference on 

Mackinac Island in mid-July. Stay tuned as 

we finalize details and hopefully we can 

make this a conference to remember.

In other news to share and update everyone, 

there were many new commissioners that 

have won their elections and have joined 

our MACDC family. We thank the previous 

commissioners for the years of service that 

they gave to bettering our state and making 

it a destination of choice for many families. 

I encourage the newly elected 

commissioners to reach out and learn more 

about what our association has to offer 

its members. This is a wonderful group of 

people, who we call family, who are focused 

on making each of us better at our given 

positions.

Moving on to drain business, be sure to 

reach out to your district chairs, or myself, 

on getting up to speed on our new drain 

code legislation, if you have not been yet 

involved in our webinars or past meetings. 

This past drain school/webinars and our 

winter conference meetings were very well 

attended. Thank you to each one of you 

who attended and shared your thoughts and 

concerns on issues that are pertinent to our 

association/jobs.

There are so many people that make our 

association special. There are WAY too 

many to personally name each one as I think 

I would have the entire Pipeline Magazine 

filled up. However, I want to personally thank 

you all for the countless hours and work that 

you put in – bettering our ability to go over 

and beyond our expectations. A sincere 

“thank-you”.

In partnership,  

Joe Bush 

MACDC President
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BOB-O-LINK DRAIN | VAN BUREN 
COUNTY
In the late winter and early spring of 2018, substantial 
flooding of homes, a health center, businesses, and 
roadways occurred in the greater Mattawan area due to 
heavy rains, high groundwater, and no conveyance for 
the water to go due to decades of development blocking 
off traditional flow paths to the Cook Drain.

The Village of Mattawan petitioned the Van Buren County 
Drain Office for a drain project to occur to address the 
drainage problems in that area, which included providing 
an outlet for the flooding Bob-O-Link Estates retention 
pond and to address flooding of homes along 25th Street 
in Antwerp Township. 

The project involved the installation of ADS HP pipe through easements in nine different properties to 
provide an outlet to the Bob-O-Link Estates pond, underdrain to address the high groundwater in the 
area, and ditch construction/cleanout to address flooding on 25th Street; all which eliminated the need 
for VBCDC to continue a costly pumping setup that had been used for two years to lower the Bob-O-
Link Estates pond. The project also entailed cooperation with the Village of Mattawan to factor in future 
planning for their improvements to Main Street, coordination with multiple utility companies that had 
utilities in conflict with the proposed storm sewer and ditch cleanout, and modeling for EGLE/MDNR to 
ensure that there would be no problems with the discharge going into the Cook Drain, which is a MDNR 
coldwater trout stream.  

2021 MACDC
INNOVATION & 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

PROJECT TEAM:

Joe Parman, Van Buren County Drain Commissioner

Engineer: Prein&Newhof

Contractor: Harris ConAg LLC and Lounsbury Excavating

Other Consultants: Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC
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RIBE DRAIN | MUSKEGON 
COUNTY
The Ribe Drain Drainage District comprises 
approximately 5,700 acres of land area 
in Dalton and Cedar Creek Townships of 
Muskegon County, discharging into Bear 
Lake, and ultimately Muskegon Lake.  
The entire drain is 4.75 miles long and 
was created without regard for natural 
stream dynamics, so it was predisposed to 
environmental degradation and amplified by 
the lack of maintenance for nearly 100 years.  

The latest petition for the Ribe Drain was 
filed by residents primarily located on West 
Lake in the upper portion of the watershed who 
were experiencing prolonged high lake levels, 
causing structure damage and inundated septic 
systems.  The issues were plentiful, including 
an extremely flat gradient of the Ribe Drain 
downstream of the lakes, inadequate culverts, and 
excessive sedimentation and erosion.  

To rectify the degraded system, stabilization 
of the watercourse to restore natural stream 
function and prevent erosion was paramount, 
and was accomplished utilizing many in-stream 
best management practices.  A significant 
number of undersized and failing culverts were 
replaced to improve stream flow, capacity, and 
fish passage.  The channels between the lakes 
were improved as well, to ensure the lakes 

were properly equalized in accordance with the 
issued MDNR permit.  The construction work was 
accomplished under three separate contracts: 
Stream Restoration and Drain Cleanout, Roadway 
Crossing Improvements via Concrete Box 
Culverts, and a Railroad Crossing via the Bore and 
Jack method.

This project provided a much more reliable outlet 
to maintain the permitted lake level elevations on 
the upstream chain of lakes and all but eliminated 
the potential for future structure damage and 
septic system failure. The result will provide long-
lasting impacts to the Bear Creek, Bear Lake, 
and Muskegon Lake watersheds, which are on 
a path to be removed from Great Lakes Areas of 
Concerns due to projects just like this one.

PROJECT TEAM:

Brenda M. Moore, Muskegon County Water Resources Commissioner

Engineer: Eng., Inc.

Contractors: McCormick Sand, Inc. and Jackson-Merkey Contractors, Inc. 

Other Consultants: Peterson Environmental; Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC; Miller, 
Canfield, Paddock and Stone PLC; PFM Financial Advisors, LLC

Collaborations: West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission; Michigan 
Department of EGLE; DTE Energy; CSX Railroad; Genesee and Wyoming Railroad; Muskegon 
County Road Commission; and Dalton and Cedar Creek Townships
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PROJECT TEAM:
Greg Alexander, Sanilac County Drain 
Commissioner
Engineer: Prein&Newhof | Grand Rapids, MI

Design & Construction Engineering
BMJ Engineers | Port Huron, MI

Construction Engineering
Contractor: Raymond Excavating | Marysville, MI

WORTH TOWNSHIP NEW 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
SYSTEM | SANILAC COUNTY
A three-mile stretch along Lake Huron in Sanilac 
County with both high groundwater tables 
and homes situated on small-sized lots was 
overloaded with undersized and failing onsite 
septic systems. Homes being remodeled and 
expanded failed to contemplate the septic 
infrastructure needed to accommodate larger 
dwellings. Untreated, septic effluent of human 
origins was emptying into the community and 
surface waters draining into Lake Huron. 

A community wastewater system encompassing 
28 miles (150,000 feet) of gravity sewer and 
pressurized force main, eight pump stations to 
push 290,000 gpd (maximum flow) to a 72-acre 

Honorable Mention

2021 MACDC
INNOVATION & EXCELLENCE AWARDS

lagoon treatment facility with five ponds: two small 
aeration and three large oxidation ponds were 
constructed with effluent released to a nearby 
creek twice a year.

This project sets the precedence for all future 
work to enforce the cleanup of our water 
resources in Michigan’s Great Lakes Basin at the 
municipal level. It is also the single largest loan 
and grant program ever awarded in Michigan by 
the USDA-Rural Development demonstrating the 
severity of the situation.

Lansing, MI • 517.887.1100
Grand Haven, MI • 616.743.7070

engdot.com

Congratulations
 

Brenda M. Moore, Muskegon County 
Water Resources Commissioner

Ribe Drain - 2021 MACDC 
Innovation and Excellence Award Winner

CongratulationsCongratulations
  

Brenda M. Moore, Muskegon County Brenda M. Moore, Muskegon County 
Water Resources CommissionerWater Resources Commissioner

Ribe Drain - 2021 MACDC Ribe Drain - 2021 MACDC 
Innovation and Excellence Award WinnerInnovation and Excellence Award Winner
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Michigan law requires that after a bond or note 
issued under the Drain Code is closed, the issuer 
of the bond or note, i.e. the drainage district, 
file a report with the Michigan Department of 
Treasury (“Treasury”).  Since the adoption of 
the Revised Municipal Finance Act, 2001 PA 34 
(“Act 34”), in 2001, issuers of bonds and notes 
that are subject to Act 34 have been required 
to file a Security Report with Treasury within 15 
business days of closing.  Other notes issued by 
a drainage district that are not subject to Act 34 
are subject to the Agency Financing Reporting 
Act, 2002 PA 270 (“AFRA”).  

Act 34 and AFRA each require that a Security 
Report and the following documents be filed with 
Treasury within 15 business days of closing:

a. A copy of the bond or note.
b. A proof of publication of the notice of sale, if 

applicable.
c. A copy of the award resolution (or order) 

including a detail of the annual interest rate 
and call features on the bond or note, if any.

d. A copy of the legal opinion regarding the 
legality and tax status of the bond or note.

e. A copy of the notice of rating of the bond 
or note received from a recognized rating 
agency, if any.

f. A copy of the resolution or ordinance (or 
order) authorizing the issuance of the bond 
or note.

g. A copy of the official statement, if any.
h. A savings analysis for a refunding security (a 

bond or note issued to refinance an existing 
bond or note) – applies only to bonds and 
some notes subject to Act 34.

A number of these documents will not be 
applicable with respect to smaller bond and note 
issues.

On January 8, 2021, Treasury announced that 
a new expanded form of the Security Report 
must be used in making the filing effective 
March 1, 2021. The new form will now include 
a checklist for supporting documentation and 

require an explanation for any supporting 
documentation that was not submitted and may 
not be applicable.  Going forward Treasury is also 
requiring that the filing be made electronically by 
uploading the Security Report through Treasury’s 
website and that the Security Report be used to 
report the closing of bonds or notes subject to 
Act 34 as well as the closing of notes subject to 
AFRA.

The new Security Report includes a number of 
new questions, including:

a. Were any Treasury exemptions required for 
the issue? This refers to any exemptions that 
might be required under Act 34.  The answer 
to this question for notes not subject to Act 
34 will be none.

b. Information must be provided regarding 
participants in the financing (the drainage 
district, the county if pledging full faith 
and credit and any public corporation that 
is assessed), including the most recent 
fiscal year end for the participant, whether 
qualified status was approved or denied 
for the participant and the date of that 
determination.

c. Whether the bond or note is a short-term or 
long-term obligation.

d. Information about the security pledged 
for payment of the bond or note, including 

Department of Treasury Issues New 
Security Report Filing Requirements
By: Roger Swets and Laura Bassett, Dickinson Wright PLLC

Dedicated to Making 
Communities Better.
Civil Engineers | Surveyors | Planners 
Landscape Architects | GIS Specialists

giffleswebster.com
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whether the issuer’s general obligation is 
pledged and the source of repayment.

e. Whether the bond or note was sold by 
competitive bid with an official notice of sale 
or by a negotiated or private placement, and 
the reason given in the authorizing resolution 
or order for using a private placement or 
negotiated sale.  Most notes will be sold by 
a negotiated sale or private placement and 
the authorizing resolution or order must state 
the reason this type of sale was used.  See 
the form for examples of reasons that could 
be used.

f. Who the bond or note was sold to and the 
price at which it was sold.  Most notes are 
sold at their par value without a discount or 
premium.

g. If the issue was a bond (and what type of 
bond) or a note (and what type of note).

h. Whether the bond or note is due serially or is 
a term obligation.

i. Whether the bond or note is rated and if not 
the reason why it was not rated.

j. Whether the bond or note is exempt from 
debt limits. Drain bonds and notes are 
considered issued by authorities, and 
therefore may check N/A for this question.

k. Information about when the first principal 
payment is due.

The report also requires that certain specified 
documents be attached.  In addition to the 
documents mentioned above, the new form 
requires that a copy of a maturity schedule be 
attached including principal and interest payment 
dates, coupons, reoffering yields, reoffering 
prices, call feature, original issue premium or 
discount by maturity, shown on the drainage 
district’s fiscal year.  The term coupons refers 
to the stated interest rate or rates on the bond 
or note. Reoffering yields, prices premiums and 
discounts will only apply to bonds sold in a public 
offering through an underwriter.  The call feature 
is the first date on which the bond or note can be 
prepaid prior to maturity.

It is very important that the required supporting 
documents are attached or an explanation 
given as to why any supporting document is 
not attached. Treasury will no longer accept 
Security Reports that are missing the supporting 

Keep your  
covers where 
they belong.
Find out how the 
STORMSURGE® access 
assembly protects you from 
missing manhole covers after 
a major rain event. 

Learn more at ejco.com or call 800 626 4653
Made in the USA

SECURITY REPORT FILINGS CONT.
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documents or do not provide a satisfactory 
explanation as to why the supporting documents 
are not attached. Security Reports that Treasury 
deems incomplete may not be considered to 
have been filed within filing deadline discussed 
below and could result in the drainage district 
being denied qualified status to issue bonds or 
notes in the upcoming year.

When the new form is filed it will require that 
the filer check a box to certify that the Chief 
Administrative Officer of the drainage district is 
aware of the information included in the filing 
and has asserted that the filing is complete and 
accurate in all respects.  For Chapter 4 and 
8 drainage districts, the chief administrative 
officer is the drain commissioner.  For Chapter 
20 drainage districts and intercounty drainage 
districts under Chapters 5/6 and 21, the chief 
administrative officer is the chair of the drainage 
board.

Finally, when the new form is filled out, it includes 
a payment voucher for payment of the filing 
fee that will apply if the bond or note issue is 
subject to Act 34. That payment must be mailed 
to Treasury by the deadline for filing the Security 
Report (15 business days after the closing of 
the bond or note.)  The voucher and payment 
should be mailed to: Community Engagement 
and Finance Division, P.O. Box 30728, Lansing, 
Michigan 48909-8228.

To obtain a copy of the Security Report Form, 
go to www.Michigan.gov/MunicipalFinance, and 
click on “Municipal Finance Forms.” The security 
report and supporting documents can also be 
uploaded to the Treasury website by going to this 
webpage and clicking on “File Online Reports.”  
This will take the filer to an online login page. 
Filers will need to obtain a user ID and password 
from Treasury in order to login. Instructions for 
obtaining these are available by following a link 
on the login page. 

Under current law, these filings are required for 
all bonds and notes issued by a drainage district, 
even when the bonds or notes are purchased by 
another drainage district or the county.  Effective 

PRODUCTS WITH PRIDE
· Corrugated Steel Pipe
· Storm-water Detention Structures
· Culvert Liners
· CSP Fabrications
· Custom Window Wells
· Campfire Rings
· Aluminum & Steel Structural Plate
· Aluminum & Steel Box Culverts
· Erosion Control Fabric
· Guard Rail
· Snow Plow & Grader Blades

202 Morrell St. • Charlotte, MI 48813
(517) 543-3430
(800) 527-4604
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Engineering 
Confidence

Samir F. Matta, PE
517.819.2367
SFMatta@lan-inc.com

 » Storm Water/Water Resources

 » 2D Modeling

 » Hydraulic & Hydrology

 » Water & Wastewater

www.lan-inc.com

HUBBELL, ROTH & CLARK, INC.

ENGINEERING.
is what we do.

ENVIRONMENT.
is our inspiration.

EXCELLENCE.
is our qualified 

professionals, technicians, 
and support staff.

248.454.6300 | hrcengr.com

A TRADITION OF PERSONAL SERVICE & SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS

YOUR INFRASTRUCTURE SPECIALISTYOUR INFRASTRUCTURE SPECIALIST

Pipetek Infrastructure Services | Livonia – Taylor – Fraser

pipetekservices.com | (734) 921 - 3054

Sewer Inspection & Cleaning
CCTV inspection and cleaning 
services for mainline sanitary 
& storm sewers.

Root Control
Restores pipe flow capacity 
and prevents backups by 
eliminating root growth. 

Pipe Patching
Trenchless spot repair 
technology ranging from 6” to 
72” pipe diameters .

Grease Control
GreaseX penetrates pipe lining 
and breaks down unwanted 
blockages in sewers.

PIPE INSPECTION AND 
CLEANING SERVICE 
CONTRACTORS

PIPE INSPECTION AND 
CLEANING SERVICE 
CONTRACTORS

SECURITY REPORT FILINGS CONT.

March 24, 2021, when the amendments to 
Section 434 of the Drain Code become effective, 
filings will be required as follows:

a. Note issues by a drainage district that are 
purchased by another drainage district or 
a county will be exempt from these filing 
requirements. 

b. Note issues of $600,000 or less will be 
exempt from Act 34 but the Security Report 
will have to be filed pursuant to AFRA, but 
will not have to pay a filing fee.

c. All bonds and notes over $600,000 will 
have to file the Security Report pursuant to 
Act 34 and will have to pay the Department 
of Treasury filing fee when filing the Security 
Report.

Given the large amount of new information 
required by the new Security Report there will 
be questions that drain offices will have as filers 
begin to use the new document.  For projects 

where the drain office uses bond counsel on a 
bond or note project, bond counsel will prepare 
this form and file it on behalf of the drainage 
district.  For other projects, filers can ask Treasury 
questions by email at Treas_MunicipalFinance@
Michigan.gov or phone at 517-335-7469. Given 
the complexity of the new form, drain offices may 
also want to consult with their bond counsel for 
guidance in filing the new form.
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YOUR INFRASTRUCTURE SPECIALISTYOUR INFRASTRUCTURE SPECIALIST

Pipetek Infrastructure Services | Livonia – Taylor – Fraser

pipetekservices.com | (734) 921 - 3054

Sewer Inspection & Cleaning
CCTV inspection and cleaning 
services for mainline sanitary 
& storm sewers.

Root Control
Restores pipe flow capacity 
and prevents backups by 
eliminating root growth. 

Pipe Patching
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Grease Control
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PIPE INSPECTION AND 
CLEANING SERVICE 
CONTRACTORS
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Tied Concrete Block Mat

Permeable Paver 
Blocks

High Flow Modular 
Biofiltration System

Underground Storm 
Water Storage System

Affordable Gravity 
Separator

Your partner in FORWARD THINKING green

infrastructure and water management SOLUTIONS.

10694 Chicago Drive
Zeeland, MI 46494

616.931.5584
interfaceh2o.com 
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Morrison Lake is a 330-acre lake located near 
Clarksville, Michigan. The lake is impaired for 
phosphorus pollution and struggles with harmful 
algal blooms (HABs) and associated cyanotoxins 
that threaten 
human health, pets, 
and wildlife. Total 
Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) criteria 
were established 
for the lake in 2006 
by the Michigan 
Department of 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy 
(EGLE).

In 2019, the 
Michigan 
Department of 
Health and Human 
Services issued 
warnings to avoid 
contact with the 
lake water. PLM Lake & Land Management Corp  
(PLM) implemented algaecide applications to help 
control the HABs to allow for recreation and use 
of the lake. In the fall of 2019 a team of scientists 
from PLM and EutroPHIX proposed a low-dose 
Phoslock® program to:

• Reduce in-water phosphorus levels;
• Begin the process of restoring the lake;
• Meet TMDL standards, and;
• Reduce impacts caused by poor water quality.

The Morrison Lake Improvement Board committed 
to a three-year program to evaluate the 
effectiveness and to gain information for planning 
longer-term mitigation and management.

By: EutroPHIX and PLM Lake & Land Management Corp

In 2020, a series of low-dose Phoslock 
applications were made over the course of the 
summer (June- August) to help reduce in-water 
phosphorus concentrations at the surface as well 

as hypolimnetic 
(deep water) 
phosphorus levels 
that are a major 
contributor to the 
annual phosphorus 
load of Morrison 
Lake. The results of 
the 2020 program 
provided an 80% 
reduction in the 
mean summer 
hypolimnetic 
phosphorus 
concentration. 
These data indicate 
the low-dose 
Phoslock program is 
having a significant 
positive impact on 

water quality. Morrison Lake did not experience 
late-season HABs in 2020.
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In 2020, a series of low-dose Phoslock applications 
were made over the course of the summer (June- 
August) to help reduce in-water phosphorus 
concentrations at the surface as well as hypolimnetic 
(deep water) phosphorus levels that are a major 
contributor to the annual phosphorus load of 
Morrison Lake. The results of the 2020 program 
provided an 80% reduction in the mean summer 
hypolimnetic phosphorus concentration. These 
data indicate the low-dose Phoslock program is 
having a significant positive impact on water quality. 
Morrison Lake did not experience late-season HABs 
in 2020. 

 
The Morrison Lake project will continue in 2021 and 2022 using data to help guide adaptive 
management. In addition to Phoslock, a new technology called EutroSORB™ will be considered 
for 2021 to help reduce the phosphorus load coming into Morrison Lake from external sources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accelerating Water Resource Restoration 

When you are ready to get started or want to learn more about the restoration process, contact us at: 
Visit  www.plmcorp.net or www.eutrophix.com  PLM Lake & Land Management Corp 1-800-382-4434  

 

Always read and follow all label directions. EutroPHIX is a division of SePRO Corporation. The name EutroPHIX and logo brand are trademarks of SePRO Corporation. 
EutroSORB is a trademark of SePRO Corporation. Phoslock is a registered trademark of Phoslock Environmental Technologies, Ltd. Copyright ©2020 SePRO Corporation. 
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Serving Municipal Financial 

Needs Since 1886 

 
Contact Robert Ranes 

269‐948‐5588 
rranes@hcb.us 

highpointcommunitybank.com 
Member FDIC  Equal Opportunity Lender 

 

The Morrison Lake project will continue in 2021 and 2022 using data to help guide adaptive 
management. In addition to Phoslock, a new technology called EutroSORB™ will be considered for 2021 
to help reduce the phosphorus load coming into Morrison Lake from external sources.

MORRISON LAKE CONT.

• Corrugated Metal Pipe 5305 Highway M-115
• Underground Detention Cadillac, MI 49601
• Pond Control Devices Bus (231) 775-3761
• Structural Plate Fax (231) 775-0072
• Specialty Fabrications www.cadillacculvert.com
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Public Infrastructure
Clark Hill is uniquely qualified to assist 
with the myriad of legal issues that arise 
in the context of administrating, financing, 
acquiring, constructing and maintaining 
public infrastructure projects. Our Michigan 
Public Infrastructure team brings decades of 
experience working with public agencies across 
Michigan in acquiring and developing public 
works projects, and ensuring legal compliance.

Public Finance 
In coordination with the Public Infrastructure 
team, Clark Hill’s Public Finance Group has 
comprehensive knowledge of federal and state 
laws that govern the issuance of tax-exempt 
debt as well as state and local election laws. 
Clark Hill has a wealth of experience in drafting 
all legal documents relating to the issuance of 
tax-exempt debt for drain and water resources 
commissioners. 

Environmental &  
Natural Resources Law
Clark Hill’s Environment, Energy & Natural 
Resources Group provides counseling and 
litigation experience with deep substantive 
knowledge in all areas of state and federal 
environmental laws and regulations. Our 
services include regulator counseling and 
defending environmental remediation and 
enforcement actions.

Peter Ecklund 
313.309.9451
pecklund@clarkhill.com

Joe Colaianne
517.318.3029
jcolaianne@clarkhill.com

John Axe
313.309.9452
jaxe@clarkhill.com

Lauren K. Burton
248.988.5854
lburton@clarkhill.com

Douglas R. Kelly
248.988.5890
dkelly@clarkhill.com

This material may be deemed “Attorney Advertising.” 

James “Jay” J. Fleming
517.318.3038
jfleming@clarkhill.com
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT: STAFF SPOTLIGHT:   
KEN GOIKEKEN GOIKE
Drain Operations Manager,  
Macomb County Public Works Office

Few former state 
lawmakers are 
probably as willing 
and eager as Ken 
Goike to get their 
hands and boots 
dirty.

Ken was a self-
employed trucking 
and excavation 
contractor for 30 
years when he was 
elected in 2010 to 
the Michigan House 
of Representatives’ 
33rd District – which 
includes most 
of the northern 
half of Macomb 
County. He served 
in the House for six 
years, educating 
elected officials and 
administrators in some of the highest offices 
in state government about drains, septic fields, 
wastewater management, sewage treatment 
plants, land development and more.

Macomb County Public Works Commissioner 
Candice S. Miller, who took office in January 
2017 after defeating a six-term incumbent, 
hired Ken in September 2018 to work as the 
department’s drain operations manager.

“Ken’s diverse background is a huge plus. He 
knows the laws very well, has closely watched 
the rapid growth and development of Macomb 
County since the 1980s as suburban sprawl 
in metro Detroit widened. Ken knows our 
county’s 475 drains – including more than 
400 miles of open-air drains -- extremely well,” 
Miller said.

Ken oversees drain maintenance crews and 
contractors. He says the streams, rivers and 

enclosed drains – all 
of which eventually 
flow into Lake St. 
Clair – were largely 
neglected before 
Miller took office.

“I have an 
opportunity to make 
a difference and 
work with our boss 
and be on the same 
page. We want 
to stop flooding, 
make drains work 
and improve water 
quality as we’re 
doing it. We’re 
implementing best 
practices on the 
greenbelts, clearing 
logjams and other 
debris, and stopping 
erosion. We’re 

looking for illicit sewage system hookups and 
discharges,” Ken said.

He has built a strong rapport with elected 
officials across Macomb County. He often fields 
calls directly from longtime area residents 
who knew his parents and grandparents and 
the farm property his grandfather owned 
decades ago (the Goike family has been in 
Macomb County for more than 100 years) 
about problems along various waterways and 
channels.

Ken credits Miller for establishing the 
department’s “50-50” program and the funding 
for it provided by the Macomb County Board 
of Commissioners. The program enables 
the Public Works Office to stretch drain 
maintenance dollars by splitting the costs 
with those communities with important drain 
maintenance needs to prevent flooding and 
erosion of the banks of waterways.

Drain Operations Manager Ken Goike of the Macomb County Public 
Works Office.



| MACDC.US | 21

Ken expresses frustration 
that some people treat open 
waterways and catch basins 
as dumping grounds to 
discard unwanted yard waste, 
equipment and household 
or industrial liquids or other 
harmful substances.

“Out of sight, out of mind is 
how some people think,” he 
said.

For example, he has found 
a number of unusual items 
while clearing waterways 
during the last 2 ½ years: 
shopping carts, a trampoline, 
vehicle parts including those 
of a 1930s era Ford Model 
A, and yes, even a kitchen 
sink. The only discovery that 
surprised him? A locked safe 
with a hole blown out of the 
back.

Ken enjoys attending 
Michigan Association of 
County Drain Commissioners 
conferences for the learning 
opportunities and the chance 
to talk with his counterparts 
at drain offices in neighboring 
counties and across the 
state to compare notes and 
strategies on a variety of 
topics. While serving in the 
Michigan Legislature, he was vice chairperson 
of the House Tourism Committee and was 
a member of other committees including 
the Natural Resources Committee. He feels 
Michigan’s natural resources make it one of 
the best states in the nation for what it has to 
offer residents and tourists.

Ken has been a member of the Armada 
Agricultural Society, which has hosted the 
popular Armada Fair for many decades, for 
more than 30 years. He has planned and 
promoted demolition derbies and tractor 
pulls at fairs in nearly two dozen counties. He 
is a member of multiple local service clubs 
including the Lions Club, the Masons, and the 
Knights of Columbus. An avid outdoorsman, 
he enjoys riding his motorcycle, snowmobiling 
and hunting.

As drain operations manager for the Macomb County Public Works Office, Ken Goike 
oversees drain maintenance operations, including the removal of log jams and debris 
in any of 400 miles of drains in the county.
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millercanfield.com/PublicLaw
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Public Act (PA) 291 of 2020 revised Section 
221 of the Drain Code to require that non-
petitioned maintenance work be bid out 
unless such work is performed by county staff 
or a pre-qualified contractor.  This becomes 
effective March 24, 2021. 

To utilize a pre-qualified contractor, a 
County Drain/Water Resources/Public Works 
Commissioner (Drain Commissioner) must 
develop a list of pre-qualified contractors (Pre-
Qualified Contractor List) that must comply 
with policy setting forth criteria required to be 
placed on the list (Pre-Qualified Contractor 
Policy). The criteria set forth in the Pre-
Qualified Contractor Policy shall be determined 
by each respective Drain Commissioner. Both 
the Pre-Qualified Contractor Policy and Pre-
Qualified Contractor List must be posted on the 
Drain Commissioner’s or County’s website. 

So what does this mean for Drain 
Commissioners and their offices?  Potentially 
nothing for those offices that have their own 
maintenance crews and/or that bid out all 
their county drain maintenance work that is 
not performed by their maintenance crew.  
However, for those offices that typically solicit 
contractors to do maintenance work without 
a formal bidding process, developing and 
posting a Pre-Qualified Contractor Policy and 
List will be essential come March 24, 2021.

PA 291 did not set any specific criteria 
necessary for being placed on a Pre-Qualified 
Contractor List, so Drain Commissioners may 
use their discretion in setting the criteria.  As 
such, it is permissible and likely that Drain 
Commissioners’ criteria will vary across the 
state. However, MACDC recognized that 
developing such criteria would be valuable 
to many drain offices and assembled a 
committee to develop template documents and 
procedures for listing pre-qualified contractors.

The committee determined that the process 
and documents should be kept as simple and 

user friendly as possible for the benefit of drain 
office staff and contractors.  The committee 
came up with a one-page policy that includes 4 
key criteria: 

(1) Proof of registration as a county vendor/ 
submittal of W-9; 

(2) Proof of Workers Comp coverage or 
appropriate exemption; 

(3) List of equipment that contractor has; and
(4) References.

These are recommended as the minimum 
criteria that Drain Commissioners should 
require to list a contractor as pre-qualified.  
Drain Commissioners may determine to add 
additional criteria at their preference.  

Resourceful 
Innovative 
Sustainable 

It’s all in the details.

fishbeck.com | 800.456.3824

TO LIST OR NOT TO LIST  
Pre-Qualified Contractors for  
Drain Maintenance Work
By: Jon Morrison, P.E., Deputy of the Clinton County Drain Commissioner’s Office
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CONTRACTORS LIST CONT.

The committee recommends that evidence of 
the necessary criteria be obtained through an 
application submittal process.  The committee 
developed a template application that is three 
pages in length.  The first two pages of the 
application consist of basic info about the 
contractor and cover the four recommended 
minimum criteria.  The remaining page focuses 
on determining the specific skills and capacity 
of the contractor.  Additional information can 
be included in the application as preferred 
by a given Drain Commissioner.  Once an 
application for a given contractor has been 
received and found to satisfy the minimum 
required criteria, the contractor may be placed 
on the Pre-Qualified Contractor List. 

Drain offices will be responsible for maintaining 
their respective Pre-Qualified Contractor List 
as posted on their websites.  This will include 
adding and removing contractors from the 
list as deemed appropriate.  As a part of the 
template Pre-Qualified Contractor Policy, the 
committee recommended the following causes 
for removal from the list: 

(1) Request from contractor to be removed; 
(2) Upon entity listed being terminated (name 

change, sold, bankruptcy, etc.); 
(3) Failure to remain in compliance with the 

minimum criteria; or 
(4) At the Drain Commissioner’s discretion 

based on performance.

Drain offices should retain a given contractor’s 
application for the entire time that contractor 
is on the Pre-Qualified Contractor List and 
then continue to hold the application for a 
period consistent with an appropriate retention 
schedule. Such applications should be 
organized and filed for ready future reference.  

800.482.2864 
www.wadetrim.com 

W E  D E L I V E R  
S O L U T I O N S  Y O U  
CAN STAND BEHIND

30+ Years of Providing Engineering Excellence
Detroit Headquarters
300 River Place Drive Suite 5400
Detroit, MI 48207
Ph: (313) 567-3990 FAX: (313) 567-3750

Branch Office - Cleveland, OH
Field Office - Farmington, MI

Consulting Engineers Since 1984
Applied Science, Inc.

www.asi-detroit.com

Hydrologic / Hydraulic Modeling
Collection System Design

Water/Wastewater Treatment Design
Flow Meter Data Collection and Testing
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GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING
 

INFRASTRUCTURE REHABILITATION
 

TUNNEL AND SHAFT DESIGN
 

CIVIL DESIGN

30425 Stephenson Hwy.
Madison Heights, MI 48071

248-817-2946
www.fkengineering.com

Excellence in Infrastructure and Underground Engineering

Given the effective date of Public Act 291 
of 2020, drain offices need to be proactive 
in setting their respective Pre-Qualified 
Contractor Policy and implementing a 
corresponding application.  Starting March 24, 
2021, in order to utilize a contractor for drain 
maintenance without a formal bid, the following 
will need to occur:

(1) Policy developed and posted on Drain 
Commissioner’s website;

(2) Application developed and distributed to 
contractors you wish to engage;

(3) Application received, reviewed, and 
approved by Drain Commissioner; and

(4) Contractor placed on list that is posted on 
the Drain Commissioner’s website

You may obtain the Template List, Policy 
and Application documents prepared by the 
MACDC Committee by submitting a request to 
admin@macdc.us.

 

 

 

CIVIL ENGINEERS ∙ LAND SURVEYORS 

Civil Engineering 

Drainage & Site Engineering 

Municipal Consulting 

Parks & Pathways 

Surveying 

Bathymetric & Topographical Surveys 

Construction Staking 

Construction Testing and Inspection 

Aggregates & Soils 

Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) 

Concrete 

Innovating for the responsible use of land and water 

519 Huron Avenue 
Port Huron, MI 48060 

(810) 984-5596 
www.bmjinc.com 
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F&V NAMES 3 PRINCIPALS,  
4 NEW ASSOCIATES

Fleis & VandenBrink (F&V) Principals announced 
today changes in its 
leadership/ownership team, 
adding three new Principals 
and four Associates. All 
seven employees work at the 
firm’s headquarters in Grand 
Rapids.

The changes were 
announced virtually Thursday 
during the company’s annual 
anniversary breakfast for its 250 employees in 
Michigan and Indiana. F&V, which was founded 
in 1993 by Larry Fleis and Steve Vanden Brink, 
celebrated its 28th anniversary on Jan. 12.

New Principals include Don DeVries, PE, Bob 
Wilcox, PE, and Blair Selover. New Associates 
include Joe Benjamin, PE, Corey Turner, PE, 

VLAHAKIS COLE LAW FIRM HAS 
MOVED! 

While remaining within East Lansing, Vlahakis 
Cole Law Firm is now located at University Place, 
333 Albert Avenue, Suite 205, East Lansing. 
University Place is conveniently connected to the 
Marriott Hotel, which allows for dedicated client 
parking in the underground garage and easy 
accessibility to our office.

VCLF’s new office space offers us the 
opportunity to better serve our Drain clients and 
work with our valuable business partners, with 
the needed space for future growth and private 
outdoor meeting areas. 

VCLF looks forward to hosting an open house 
when it is safe and responsible to hold such an 
event.

Please contact alexis@vlahakiscolelaw.com for 
further information.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER 
NEWS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

DeVries
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BRIDGE & SUPPLY CO.
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Shawn Bates, Engineer-
In-Training (EIT), and Jon 
Parrish.

“This is a great day at F&V,” 
said Fleis, who still serves 
as the board of director’s 
chairman and president of 
F&V’s parent company F&V 
Companies, Inc. “We’ve 
asked seven staffers this 
year to step up and help us 
achieve where we want to 
go. They have worked very 
hard and this shows that the 
ownership transition plan 
we started over 14 years is 
providing some tremendous 
opportunities.”

F&V, which has grown 
from a two-person civil 
engineering firm to one with 
nine offices in Michigan and 
Indiana, started the Principal/
Associate program in 2006 
to promote leadership 
and ownership transition. 
Principals and Associates are 
nominated by their peers and 
vetted out by the Principals 
and Senior Associates.

DeVries, a West Michigan 
Municipal Group Manager, 
and Wilcox, a Senior Project 
Manager for the Process 
Group, were named the 
company’s first Senior 
Associates in 2016.

Wilcox

Selover

Benjamin

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Turner
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DeVries, who joined the 
firm in May of 1994, was the 
company’s fourth engineer to 
be hired. The civil engineer 
specializes in roadways and 
water systems projects. He 
is also a part of the firm’s 
marketing team.

Wilcox, who joined F&V 
in February of 1999, 
specializes in planning, 
design, construction, start-up 
and operations assistance 
for water and wastewater 
treatment systems projects. 

Selover has been group 
manager of the F&V 
Operations and Resource Management 

Bates

Parrish

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
ASSOCIATE MEMBER NEWS CONT. 

(FVOP), F&V’s sister company since joining the 
company in 2011. He is responsible for technical 
leadership, project management and business 
development. A Senior Associate since 2018, 
Selover has over 30 years of experience in 
the operation water and wastewater treatment 
plants.

Benjamin joined F&V’s process group in 2014. He 
specializes in process engineering and primarily 
works on water and wastewater treatment plant 
projects. 

Turner joined F&V in 2017. He specializes 
in process engineering and construction 
management and has worked primarily on water 
and wastewater treatment plants.

Bates joined F&V’s in 2016. He specializes in 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
construction and municipal engineering. He 
has been assisting in design of road and utility 
projects as well as inspecting construction 
projects. 

Parrish, who joined F&V in August 2017 as the 
marketing manager, became the marketing 
director in 2019. The group manager oversees all 
marketing efforts including proposals, services, 
website development and strategic planning. 

In 2020, F&V was recognized as one of the “Best 
and Brightest Companies to Work For” in West 
Michigan, Metro Detroit, as well as in the Nation. 
It was also recognized in 2020 as the 26th 
fastest growing firm in the United States and 
Canada – A Zweig White “Hot Firm.”

WWW.AEWINC.COM | 586.726.1234

ENGINEERING STRONG COMMUNITIES
Stormwater and Floodplain Management

Municipal Engineering Bridge and Structural Design 
Hydrology and Hydraulic Design | Survey 
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MAY 13, 2021
Northwest District Meeting - Millennium Park, Grand Rapids

MAY 14, 2021
Southwest District Meeting - Cass County 

MAY (date TBD), 2021
Southeast District Meeting - Oakland County

JULY 14 - 16, 2021
MACDC Annual Summer Conference - Mission Point Resort, Mackinac Island 

Editor’s Note: to place your event on this calendar, contact us at admin@macdc.us or  

517.484.9761.

MACDC EVENT CALENDAR
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DEWATERING | BYPASS PUMPING | ONE-PASS TRENCHING | POWER GENERATION

&

24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK | 365 SERVICE 

WWW.MERSINO.COM | 1.866.637.7466 

Our mission is to be the premier provider of de-
watering, one-pass trenching, bypass pumping 

and power generation equipment 
worldwide. 
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