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It is our pleasure to invite you to MACDC’s 121st Winter Conference. Enclosed please find information about the conference. 
Please note that Room Reservations are recorded by the hotel, and that Conference and Exhibitor Registrations are 
coordinated through MACDC.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION.
Register online at https://macdc.us/events/conferences

All registrants must register online at the link above. Payment 
can be made by check or credit card. To pay by check select that 
option during registration and mail your check along with your 
registration confirmation to: 

Michigan Association of County Drain Commissioners
120 N. Washington Square, Suite 110A
Lansing, MI 48933

Fees for MACDC Members and Associate Members are $310; 
non-member rates are $450. There is also a spouse/guest meal 
package available. 

Please register for all persons attending the Conference. This 
information is needed to ensure that we have name badges for 
all attendees.

MEALS. 
Your Conference Registration includes 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, and 
2 dinners. You may also include meals for your spouse on the 
registration form. 

SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS. 
Please indicate any special dietary needs on your Eventbrite 
registration. 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS. 
Make your reservations by calling 269.343.3333 and mentioning 
MACDC Conference. You may also make reservations online by 
clicking the link below and using the code: MACDCW

CLICK HERE to book your stay at Kalamazoo Radisson

Hotel Reservation requests must be received by Kalamazoo Radisson 
by January 20, 2020.  Hotel Reservation requests received after that 
date will be made based upon availability.

CHECK-IN/CHECK-OUT.
Check-in time at Kalamazoo Radisson is 4:00 PM.
Check-out is prior to 12:00 PM on your departure day.

PARKING.
If you are a overnight guest at the hotel, self-parking is included 
in your room rate. Attendees coming in for the day will pay a 
discounted rate of $5.00. Current valet parking rates will apply for 
both hotel guests and day attendees. 

GENERAL INFORMATION & WELCOME

LATE REGISTRATION AND CANCELLATION POLICY.
Please be advised that the MACDC Board of Directors has 
enacted a Late Registration and Cancellation Policy. This 
policy relates to the Conference Registration and not the 
Hotel Registration. 

Conference Registration through MACDC’s Treasurer must 
be received by January 31, 2020. Registrations received after 
February 1, 2020, will be required to pay a late registration fee of 
$25.00.  

Cancellations. Persons who cancel their Conference Registration 
by January 31, 2020 will receive a full refund.  No refunds will be 
granted after that date. 

These policies will be enforced by MACDC’s Treasurer.

EDUCATIONAL CREDIT.
Educational credit for Engineers and Surveyors may be applicable 
for certain sessions at the Conference. Attendees may claim credit 
based on the requirements for their particular license. 

Sign-in sheets will be available at all educational sessions. It is 
the responsibility of the attendee to sign in during applicable 
sessions. Sign-in sheets will be available for download from the 
MACDC website following the conference. 

EXHIBITORS. 
Registration for exhibitor space is available online at 
https://macdc.us/events/conferences

**IMPORTANT**
All exhibiting companies must register all attendees for 

the conference in addition to the booth registration
Additional exhibitor information and a booth layout can be found 
on pages 6 & 7 of this packet. 

EUCHRE TOURNAMENT.
The MACDC-PAC will again be hosting a euchre tournament as a 
fundraiser for the PAC.  The event will take place after the banquet 
Thursday evening, time and location to be determined.  Cost is $50 
per person.  Only personal checks and credit cards are accepted 
with checks made out to MACDC-PAC.   Sign up will be available at 
the registration table throughout the conference.
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
Tuesday, February 11
1:30 - 3:30 PM  Legislative Meeting
   Gilmore Boardroom

3:30 - 5:00 PM  Board of Directors Meeting
   Gilmore Boardroom

12:00 - 6:00 PM  Exhibitor Set-up
   Kalamazoo Room 

Wednesday, February 12
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM Exhibitor Set-up
   Kalamazoo Room 

10:00 AM  Registration Opens
   Kalamazoo Pre-Function

12:00 PM  Lunch on your own

1:10 PM  Call to Order and Welcome
   Arcadia Ballroom

1:15 - 3:00 PM  Educational Sessions
   Arcadia Ballroom

3:00 - 3:30 PM  Break/View Exhibits
   Kalamazoo Room 

3:30 - 5:00 PM  Educational Sessions
   Arcadia Ballroom

6:00 - 7:00 PM  Reception/View Exhibits
   Kalamazoo Room 

7:00 - 8:30 PM  Strolling Dinner/View Exhibits
   Kalamazoo Room 

8:30 PM  After Dinner Activities

Thursday, February 13 
7:30 – 9:00 AM     Breakfast
   The Morning Dish

8:30 AM  Exhibit Area Open
   Kalamazoo Room 

9:15 - 10:30 AM  Educational Sessions
   Arcadia Ballroom

Thursday, February 13 cont.
10:30 - 11:00 AM Break/View Exhibits 
   Kalamazoo Room 

11:00 - 12:15 PM Educational Session 
   Arcadia Ballroom

12:15 - 2:15 PM  Lunch/2020 Awards Program
   Arcadia Ballroom

2:15 - 3:15 PM   Educational Sessions
   Arcadia Ballroom

3:15 - 3:45 PM  Break/View Exhibits 
   Kalamazoo Room 

3:45 PM  Exhibitor Tear-down
   Kalamazoo Room

3:45 - 4:45 PM  Educational Sessions
   Arcadia Ballroom

4:45 PM  Associate Member Meeting
   Arcadia Ballroom

6:00 - 7:00 PM  Reception
   Arcadia Ballroom

7:00 PM  Dinner
   Arcadia Ballroom

8:30 PM  After Dinner Activities
   Euchre Tournament

Friday, February 14
7:30 – 9:30 AM    Breakfast
   The Morning Dish

9:30 AM  MACDC District Meetings
   Arcadia Ballroom

10:00 AM  Business Meeting/
   Committee Reports
   Arcadia Ballroom

11:00 AM  Adjourn
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CONFERENCE SESSIONS

Wednesday, February 12 

1:15 - 2:00 PM Michigan Water, There is a Geologic 
Story, but What is the Other Story?
John A. Yellich, Michigan Geological Survey
Michigan has recently seen how precipitation amounts have 
changed throughout many areas of the State.  Annual water totals 
have increased each year since the drought of 2012-13.  There are 
vast areas that are now considered a wetland, when previously it 
was just a high organic flat lowland area that produced quality 
crops from the organic rich soil.  However this and other areas 
have seen high water levels before, but they may not have 
been in our life time, but the remnants are there.  This includes 
inland lakes and streams that are now higher and maybe flowing 
continuously.  What has that increase in water done to established 
structures and infrastructure in many areas of Michigan.  

High groundwater has caused impacts to both residential and 
commercial infrastructure that was built to what was to be the 
projected “high” groundwater levels, not recognizing that in 
many areas there were high water tables, shorelines in many lakes 
hundreds of years ago.  This evidence was generally obliterated 
by farming or developments that came in the last 100 years, 
hence there is no record to project this current water table and 
how much higher it may progress.

More importantly, society has made changes and the lands 
have responded to precipitation, not totally because of the 
precipitation, but because of what has changed on the surface 
of areas and regions. Interior lakes and streams are locally seeing 
greater flows and impacts, including the Great Lakes with higher 
levels. This is not just because of the greater amount of overall 
precipitation, which is caught and flows to the lakes.  Much of the 
change is because we have more impermeable surfaces (roads, 
houses, buildings, parking lots, etc.) today versus 100 years ago 
and water is not being naturally absorbed into the ground, but is 
being diverted to the surface features.   Sure we have stormwater 
controls, but the impacts began many years ago, not recently. We 
have tried, but the water equation is not equal. 

2:00 - 2:30 PM What’s App?
Jamie Burton, Hubbell, Roth and Clark, Inc.
Tim Inman, Spicer Group Inc.
Brian Jonckheere, Livingston County Drain Commission
This session will introduce the newest evolution of “The Wheel” 
in the form of an app, which will provide a mobile application for 
drain commissioners and their staff which will provide regulatory 
requirements for drain related projects under Part 301 of the 
drain code.  We anticipate that this app will be a significant aid in 
increasing compliance with Part 301 requirements. 

2:30 - 3:00 PM Legislative Update
Deena Bosworth, Michigan Association of Counties
MACDC lobbyist Deena Bosworth will discuss the bills that have 
been introduced this legislative session that affect the work of 
county drain offices.   

3:30 - 4:15 PM Agreements, Permits, and Recordings: 
Paperwork a Necessary Evil
Stacy Hissong and Cole Hedrick, Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC
This presentation will include a a discussion about when it is 
appropriate to enter an agreement or a permit for drain impacts 
(work, extensions, branches, encroachments). It will also cover 
what and when to record documents with the register of deeds. 

4:15 - 5:00 PM Recent Climatic Trends in the Great Lakes 
Region
Jeff Andresen, Michigan State University
The Great Lakes region has become warmer and wetter in recent 
decades. In particular, both the frequency and intensity of heavy 
precipitation events has increased. This presentation provides 
a descriptive overview of these changes and as well as some 
potential regional impacts including infrastructure.

Thursday, February 13

9:15 - 9:45 AM Bond and Note Financing under the Drain 
Code
Laura M. Bassett and Roger A. Swets, Dickinson Wright PLLC
This session will provide an overview of procedures and 
recommendations for financing drain projects, including long-
term borrowings, short-term and interim note borrowings, and 
maintenance financing. The session will include discussion of the 
differences between bonds and notes, timing considerations, and 
state law and federal tax law requirements for financing drain 
projects.

9:45 - 10:30 AM PFAS:  The Michigan Experience
Teresa Seidel, EGLE
Michigan is leading the way in identify PFAS in the environment.  
This presentation will identify what Michigan has done to date, 
where more effort is needed and help the audience understand 
how PFAS may impact their work.
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CONFERENCE SESSIONS

Thursday, February 13 cont. 

11:00 - 11:30 AM Automated SESC Planning, Permitting 
and Inspection
Luke O’Brien, P.E., Spicer Group Inc. 
SESC permit management can be overwhelming for many drain 
offices.  Utilizing the newest mobile apps and web tools available 
from ESRI allows drain offices to proactively and efficiently meet 
the state requirements for SESC permit administration.  Example 
workflows from permit creation to inspection and reporting will 
be illustrated from various counties.

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Islands of the Great Lakes
Loreen Niewenhuis, Author & Adventurer
In this presentation, Niewenhuis will take you to islands in each 
of the five Great Lakes. In words, photos, and video, you’ll explore 
the geology of the largest system of freshwater lakes in the world 
and why there are tens of thousands of islands in the Great Lakes 
basin. She’ll reveal how these islands are diverse in both geological 
underpinnings and in the life forms existing on the islands.  

2:15 - 2:45 PM A Different Approach to Drainage
Rod Creager, P.E., P.S., Fulton County, OhioEngineer’s Office
How Ohio handles drains, drain maintenance and assessments.  
A discussion of the history of the Drainage Laws in Ohio and how 
Ohio Counties carry out drainage improvements and perform 
ditch maintenance.

2:45 - 3:15 PM Trenchless Drilling Lessons Learned - 
Failures and Geotechnical Prevention
Aaron Reed, P.E. and Brad Ewart II, P.E., SME
We will explore real-world trenchless failures and their causes 
from a geotechnical perspective.  We will also discuss how typical 
trenchless installation failures can be prevented, and the tools 
and data used to assist a design and construction team in the 
installation of trenchless crossings, such as private, MDOT, and 
railroad crossings.

3:45 - 4:15 PM Refunding Debt Post 2018 Tax Reform
Kari L. Blanchett, PFM Financial Advisors, LLC
Despite the limitations on refinancing opportunities which 
resulted from the federal tax reform of 2018, the recent interest 
rate environment has provided additional non-traditional 
opportunities to refinance debt to save your taxpayers and 
ratepayers money.   The session will review the refinancing options 
available to municipalities since the tax reform was enacted.

4:15 - 4:45 PM Young Professionals Group MACDC
Tanner Kragenbrink, P.E. and Troy Andrews, P.E., Wade Trim
This presentation will provide an overview and benefits 
of establishing a Young Professionals Group (YPG) in your 
organization. A Case Study of Wade Trim’s YPG will be presented, 
including the framework, goals, implementation and successful 
outcomes of the YPG.



121st Winter Conference | February 12-14, 2020
Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo, Michigan

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONERS

Page 6

County Drain Commissioners in Michigan are responsible for providing surface drainage to land usable for agriculture and 
development.  Estimated attendance at the annual MACDC Winter Conference is over 300 participants. Attendees include 
County Drain Commissioners, technical and support staff, other elected officials, Michigan Department of Transportation and 
Department of Agriculture and related federal officials.  The conference allows your firm to make contact with a significant 
number of officials who make daily purchasing decisions.  

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION

MACDC EXHIBITOR’S SCHEDULE.

EXHIBIT AREA - Kalamazoo Room

Tuesday, February 11
12:00 – 6:00 PM  Exhibitor Set-up  

Wednesday, February 12
8:00 AM – 2:00 PM Exhibitor Set-up
3:00 – 8:30 PM  Exhibit Area Open
3:00 – 3:30 PM  Break/View Exhibits
6:00 – 8:30 PM  Reception/Dinner in Exhibit Area

Thursday, February 13
8:30 AM – 3:45 PM Exhibit Area Open
10:45 – 11:30 AM Break/View Exhibits
3:15 – 3:45 PM  Break/View Exhibits
3:45 PM    Dismantle Displays  

NOTE: DISPLAYS CANNOT BE TAKEN DOWN UNTIL 
AFTER 3:45 PM ON THURSDAY

If you have any special requirements, please contact 
Roger Loding at (810) 648-3000, no later than 
January 31, 2020. 

BOOTH ASSIGNMENTS.
•	 Space is limited so sign up early!
•	 Aisle ways in the exhibit hall will be smaller than in 

the past. 
•	 Exhibit space is assigned on a first-come, first-serve 

basis and is reserved upon receipt of full payment.
•	 Table Assignments will be emailed to registrants 

prior to conference and will also be posted on the 
MACDC website (www.macdc.us)

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES.
Register online at www.macdc.us
Please register by January 31, 2020*

ALL EXHIBITORS MUST REGISTER FOR THE 
CONFERENCE SEPARATELY FROM BOOTH FEES

*To ensure listing in on-site materials. Firms submitting 
materials after January 31st may not be listed. 

QUESTIONS?
Contact Roger Loding at
Email: rogerl@jensenbridge.com | Tel: (810) 648-3000

EXHIBIT RATES
Associate Member Non-Member*

6-foot table-top display area $400 $700
Includes one (1) skirted table and two (2) chairs

12-foot free standing display area $500 $800
Includes two (2) skirted tables and four (4) chairs

* To join MACDC as an associate member, please call 517.484.9761 
or visit our website at www.macdc.us/join

Include a valid email when registering. You will receive confirmation of registration via email. If you do not receive a 
confirmation email, please contact Roger by January 31, 2020. 

Exhibit rates DO NOT include conference registration. It is MACDC’s policy that all exhibitors must also be registered 
for the conference separately from the exhibit fee. Individuals not registered, will be billed following the conference.
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It is our pleasure to announce that we will again host the Silent Auction at our Winter Conference to raise funds on behalf 
of our Association.  Auction proceeds supplement membership revenue to pay for expenses anticipated in the upcoming 
year, such as educational programs and publication costs.  Our goal is to raise $10,000. 

Each MACDC District is asked to donate at least 10 items for the Silent Auction at the Winter Conference.  Associate members 
have expressed their interest in also supporting this event and we greatly appreciate their contributions as well. To properly 
plan for this event, we need your commitments by January 6, 2020. Examples of popular Silent Auction items include: golf 
outings, wine, baskets, jewelry, fishing/hunting trips, art, sporting event tickets, etc. 

Questions can be directed to Peggy Snyder at 517-930-6926.  Your help in this fundraising effort is greatly appreciated.

Silent Auctions at our past conferences have been very successful, thanks to your contributions. Your generosity is 
appreciated.  Thank you in advance for your assistance with the MACDC Silent Auction.

Donor’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip code: _______________

E-Mail Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Organization/Company: ________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone: ______________________________   Fax: __________________________________

Donation: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Description: ________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Restriction: __________________________________________________________________________________

Gift Value $___________________________               Exp Date (if any): _____________

Donor’s Signature: ________________________________________________          Date: _________________

SILENT AUCTION DONATION FORM

Please return by January 6, 2020 to Silent Auction Coordinator Peggy Snyder
Email Submissions Preferred:  snyderps@michigan.gov   
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
Environmental Stewardship Division
525 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30017
Lansing, MI  48909

Internal Use

Date received: ____________________

PLEASE RESPOND ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 6, 2020


