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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

By Stephen R. May, 
Lenawee County Drain Commissioner

 Another great conference – weather was great, great ses-
sions and presenters.  I’ve counted down three conferences, 
with one yet to go as your President.  In this election year, 
much could and most certainly will change.  If you have been 
in public service very long, you are aware of the challenges 
that we all must and will face in the coming legislative ses-
sion.  This Association is up to the task.
 To our retiring Drain Commissioners – THANK YOU 
for your years of service and dedication to our Association.  
Without your time and efforts, MACDC would not be where 
it is today!!!

Cindy Sullivan, Newaygo County – 16 years – MACDC’s 
first female President 

Sarah Pistro, Tuscola County – 16 years – former 
MACDC Secretary

Tom Doyle, Barry County – 10 years 
Sherrie Samuels, Mecosta County – 13 years 
Jim Bowerman, Sanilac County – 16 years

Thanks also to our outgoing Drain Commissioners:

 Marty Hulka Muskegon County – 32 years
 Calvin Ackley – Oceana County – 24 years  
 Dave Hassenger – St. Joseph County - 8 years 

 Also, I would like to mention a very special Life Mem-
ber of our Association.  Darwin McLeod, MACDC Associate 
Member and long time advocate of our endeavors, celebrated 
50 years of conference attendance this summer.  I understand 
he attended the winter conference two months before I was 
born.  WOW.  Darwin, we appreciate you and your contribu-
tion to MACDC.
 Dave Hamilton of the Michigan Department of Environ-
mental Quality addressed conference attendees and updated 
us on the EPA audit of MDEQ 301 & 303 rules related to 
Federal 404 regulations.  Mr. Hamilton, on behalf of MDEQ, 
invited our Association to participate again in the rules dis-
cussion.  Many hours over several years have already been 
devoted to meetings and discussions.  Hopefully, we can suc-
cessfully complete this process within the next two years.
 On the legislative side, we are positioning our Association 
to move HB 4688 out of the Senate Agricultural Committee 
to the floor for a full Senate vote.  House Bill 4688 would al-
low Drain Commissioners to expend up to $5,000 per mile 
or fraction of mile for maintenance; this is increased from the 
current $2,500 per mile.  There has not been an increase in 
the maintenance limit per mile since 1982, when the amount 
was $800.00 per mile.  As you may infer, Members of our As-
sociation have been struggling for several years to maintain 
a very vital infrastructure that benefits all yet, seemingly, is 
forgotten until there is an immediate need.  We hope that 
our legislators see the urgency and support this very critical 
legislation that has been debated for many years.
 I would like to thank the many people that make the 
conference a success and continue to make this Association 
great. To our many Members and Associate Members, thank 
you for your time and attendance and your continued sup-
port of MACDC. Godspeed!!
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By Theresa Lark, Pipeline Editor

“We meet today with a heavy heart; we’ve lost a good friend 
and confidant.”  MACDC President Steve May (Lenawee 
County) called the Annual Summer Conference to order with 
these words in remembrance of colleague Geoff Seidlein.

Establishing Septage Receiving In Michigan

Presenters:  Brian Jonckheere, Livingston County Drain Commis-
sioner and Steve Williams, P.E., Williams & Works, Inc.

 Before Livingston County opened its high-tech Septage 
Receiving Station, twelve million gallons of septage were ap-
plied to licensed lands within the County every year.  The Liv-
ingston County Department of Public Health had, for thirty 
years, sought the elimination of land application because of 
the potential for surface and groundwater contamination.  
Public Act 381 of 2004 imposed further restrictions to land 
application, including mandatory hauling within certain dis-
tances from existing public facilities.  The restrictions would 
have profoundly disadvantaged the competitiveness of local 
haulers, as septage receiving facilities in nearby counties were 
within the mandatory hauling distance.  For these reasons 
and because a local receiving station would be less expen-
sive to residents than hauling to other counties’ facilities, the 
Drain Commissioner chose to build a Livingston County fa-
cility.

 Jonckheere, who also serves as the Public Works Direc-
tor, and Williams described the economic considerations and 
sometimes difficult constituent issues surrounding the proj-
ect.  Site location was a primary consideration.  The planning 
team examined criteria such as proximity to the service area, 
all-season access, utilities, and local community acceptance.  
 The project team chose to involve the Planning Commis-
sion and the Township early in the process.  Local communi-
ties challenged site selection, and the team negotiated with 
township officials and the landowner to reach agreement.  A 
hosting fee to the Township and a state of the art bio-filter 
for odor control finally sealed the deal.  Haulers were also 
engaged in the planning process.  Their comments produced 
important design elements, such as a drop floor to facilitate 
gravity off-loading.
 Jonckheere said that, unlike most utility projects, Livings-
ton’s septage facility was undertaken with uncertain funding 
and revenue expectations.  Facility income is dependent on 
volume, while the costs vary based on quality of the septage 
– parameters such as biochemical oxygen demand, total sus-
pended solids, ammonia, and total phosphorous.  The fa-
cility’s first year of operation was disappointing in terms of 
volume, but costs were also low because septage quality was 
better than expected.
 Haulers access the Livingston County Septage Facility 
using “proximity cards” that are tied to pre-paid accounts.  
“We’re not bill collectors,” said Jonckheere.  Once inside, the 
driver discharges and samples the load.  All these activities 
are video-taped and monitored remotely.  Staff in the office, 
eight miles away, can communicate, assist, or decommission 
access through a software interface.  
 After off-loading, septage is screened and debris greater 
than ¼” in diameter is separated and bagged.  Septage is aer-
ated before being discharged into the normal sewage waste 
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stream, which is treated at the Genesee County District 3 
Plant.  The finished facility provides safety features for haul-
ers, including eye-wash and safety shower.  “Five long years 
from idea to reality,” said Jonckheere, the team is still tweak-
ing the system.  Williams said they hope to incorporate high-
speed internet to enable real-time monitoring.

Management Tools For The Clinton River Watershed

Presenter:  Stephen Pennington, Ph.D., 
Tetra Tech

 The Clinton River Basin Watershed 
Initiative (CRBWI) was a two-year effort, 
completed in March 2008, to compile 
available data about the Clinton River 

Watershed and seek input from watershed stakeholders.  CR-
BWI was undertaken as an Inter-County program (Oakland, 
Macomb, Lapeer, St. Clair, along with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture) using USEPA grant funds awarded to 
Oakland County Drain Commissioner John McCulloch.  Ad-
ditional partners include Clinton River Watershed Council, 
the Clinton River Public Advisory Council, and Tetra Tech as 
consultants.   The goal was to give stakeholders information 
to identify and implement solutions to improve, restore, and 
protect the Clinton River Watershed.  Pennington unveiled 
four tools generated by the CRBWI to aid local decision-mak-
ing and action.
 Watershed Information Management System (WIMS) – a 
website providing central access to geographical, hydrologi-
cal, and water quality information; more than 3,000 records 
available in detail and through summary.  WIMS helps man-
agers identify “hot spots” and prioritize activities.
 Watershed Model:  Hydraulic Simulation Program – For-
tran (HSPF) – a modeling tool to derive meaning from the 
volumes of data collected in WIMS.  Pennington said mod-
els are important in helping humans overcome bounded 
rationality, i.e., the difficulty in reaching rational decisions 
because of finite computational resources available for mak-
ing them.  The Model provides a larger view of existing con-
ditions, along with a mechanism for asking “What if?”  The 
model provides answers to questions about what the water-
shed would look like in the future under different scenarios, 
such as no additional controls, the adoption of stormwater 
BMPs, or with increased use of Low Impact Development 
principles.  Pennington has run the model using these sce-
narios and found that, regardless of future human actions, 
our ability to improve water quality is limited.  However, the 
potential for much greater deterioration in water quality is 
substantial if poor choices are made.  The worst case scenar-
io for water quality is “full build out” with no controls, i.e., 
without protections such as forest buffer strips, street sweep-
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ing, reducing impervious surfaces, or natural feature preser-
vation.  Models should be used to inform decision-making, 
said Penington, and decisions should not be based solely on 
modeling results.
 Site Evaluation Tool (SET) – allows users (local planning 
agencies, review boards, developers, etc.) to enter site infor-
mation, design alternatives, and various BMP choices.  SET 
generates information about peak discharges, annual runoff, 
and pollutant loads.  Again, this modeling tool is not a sub-
stitute for engineering and doesn’t design BMPs.  SET is easy 
to use as a model to assess alternatives and support decisions 
that protect resources.
 Remediation/Restoration Action Plan (RAP) – an update 
of the original RAP that summarizes technical studies per-
formed to date into a framework for future action.  The RAP 
identifies Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs) and describes 
methods to correct them.  This version of the RAP meets stan-
dards to gain funding under EPA 319 and Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement.  The RAP update can be viewed at www.
crwc.org/rap/raphome.htm.  More information about the 
CRBWI can be found at www.oakgov.com/drain/projects. 

U.S. Geological Survey–The National Map

Presenter:  Steve Aichele, Geographer, 
USGS-Geospatial Liaison to Michigan

 “Maps are critical to the business 
of government,” said Aichele, in his in-
troduction to articulating the need for 
The National Map (TNM) and National 

Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI.)  The U.S. Geological Sur-
vey (USGS) seeks to replace existing topographic maps with a 
web-based viewer that would incorporate layers of additional 
data reflecting climate, land-use, hydrography, etc.
 USGS has 33 million man-hours into its topographic 
maps, the only national synthesis of geography that is com-
prehensive and trans-jurisdictional.  The last re-mapping was 
completed in 1992 and the average existing USGS map was 
completed in 1980.  “Increasingly out of date,” said Aichele, 
referencing changes to both the underlying subject and map-
making technology.  The USGS vision for future maps would 
blend aerial imagery with online digital “infrastructure” to 
access and maintain maps and underlying data.
 Aichele suggested that funds would be available through 
homeland security programs to establish and maintain such 
an infrastructure; funding is more likely to be available for 
coordinated, multi-county/regional efforts.  The USGS seeks 
partnerships from state, local and private entities to contrib-
ute to and maintain the data.  Existing resources, such as 
Michigan Surface Water Information Management System, 
could be integrated.  Proper implementation could produce 
a resource that would allow monitoring of fish migration, 
including invasive species.  Incident Command for Drink-
ing Water, a tool to predict dispersion of contaminants, is an  
application that exists elsewhere, but needs to be built in 
Michigan.
 Drain Commissioners are essential to the process, said 

MACDC Program Announc-
ers:  Brian Cenci, P.E., Fitzger-
ald Henne & Associates; Robin 
Wolf, Premarc Corporation; 
and Don Cooper, Montcalm 
County Drain Commissioner
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Aichele, and can provide strategic policy leadership.  Aichele 
encouraged Drain Commissioners to consider their needs, 
such as a statewide drain inventory that would help legisla-
tors understand the significance of drain infrastructure and 
its role in Michigan’s economy.  Mike Gregg, of the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture, called on the Association to es-
tablish a committee to meet with USGS to move forward on 
this mission.

Public Act 222 -When Are You Liable?

Presenters:  Michelle M. Brya and Michael G. Woodworth, Hub-
bard Law Firm

 This legislation from 2001 defines conditions and re-
sponsibilities pertaining to lawsuits involving sewage dispos-
al system overflow events.  Any type of interceptor that over-
flows or backs up onto real property, including storm drains, 
are subject to P.A. 222.  Woodworth described the Act’s pro-
visions as a shield for those who own, manage or maintain 
storm drain or sewage infrastructure.
 An overflow or backup is not a “sewage disposal system 
event” when: 1) Obstruction in a service lead was not caused 
by a governmental agency; 2) Connection to the sewage dis-
posal system is on the affected property; or 3) the cause is 
an act of war or terrorism (can be a domestic act to impede 
construction.)
 When an overflow event as defined in P.A. 222 occurs, the 
appropriate agency must inform potential claimants of the 
process to bring suit.  The “appropriate agency” is that which 
owns, manages, or maintains the infrastructure that produced 
the overflow event.  Generally, claims must be made within 
45 days from when the claimant knew or should have known 
of the event.  However, if an agency fails to provide claimants 
with the correct information for filing suit, the time frame 
for claims may be extended.  Governmental agencies must 
forward complaints of injury to the correct owner with juris-
diction.
 The claimant must be an owner of the real property 
where the event occurred, and must prove:

•	 Drain	 Commissioner	 (or	 other	 agency)	 is	 the	 re-
sponsible party

•	 Sewage	disposal	system	had	a	defect
•	 Drain	Commissioner	knew	or	should	have	known	of	

the defect
•	 Drain	Commissioner	had	authority	but	failed	to	take	

reasonable steps in a reasonable amount of time to 
correct the defect

•	 The	Defect	was	a	substantial	proximate	cause	of	the	
overflow event and the property damage or physical 
injury.

 Woodward noted that there are often multiple causes for 
overflow events.  Under the law, if the Drain Commissioner is 
less than 50% liable, the claimant’s suit will fail.  In a success-
ful suit, P.A. 222 limits awarding non-economic damages to 
events that cause death, serious disfigurement, or substantial 
impairment of bodily function.  Public Act 222 is the sole 
remedy in overflow event cases.  Damages cannot be sought 
under other statutes related to negligence, inverse condemna-
tion, trespass, or battery.
 After notice of a claim is received, Brya recommended 
the following steps:

•	 Confirm	that	there	is	a	system	in	the	property	own-
er’s area; if there is, check to see who has jurisdiction 
over the system.

•	 If	the	Drain	Commissioner	has	jurisdiction,	check	to	
see if a petition was filed on the drain.

•	 Contact	an	attorney	and	be	prepared	to	show	main-
tenance records.

 Courts decide claims based on analysis of three points:  
•	 Is	 the	 appropriate	 governmental	 agency	 named	 in	

the claim?
•	 Did	a	sewage	disposal	system	event	occur?
•	 Did	the	governmental	agency	have	authority	to	take	

steps to remedy  the defect?



 Woodworth cited a case where the Clinton County Drain 
Commissioner was the appropriate agency and a sewage dis-
posal event occurred due to an oversight during design cal-
culations.  The Court of Appeals found in favor of the Drain 
Commissioner because there was no petition to fix the prob-
lem and, hence, the governmental agency did not have au-
thority to remedy the defect.  The Michigan Court of Appeals 
decision stated “The statute providing an exception to immu-
nity does not make defendant liable for unreasonably failing 
to prevent the creation of a design defect; it only imposes an 
obligation to reasonable ‘repair, correct, or remedy’ an exist-
ing defect.”
 Regular inspections and maintenance to address prob-
lems should be performed and recorded, Woodworth cau-
tioned.  Drain Commissioners may be liable if a problem 
could have been fixed with maintenance funds.  Brya remind-
ed Drain Commissioners to move forward expeditiously on 
petitions to ensure their immune status under P.A. 222.
 Offices have the “affirmative responsibility” to provide 
information to potential claimants when an overflow event 
has occurred.  Brya said citizens lodging complaints over the 
performance of a system, in the absence of an overflow event, 
should be given petition information.

Trenchless Technology And Methodology

Presenter:  Troy Freed, Midwest Trenchless 
Services

 “After ‘new builds’ are completed, 
maintenance continues on,” said Freed 
as an introduction to the increasingly 
utilized “trenchless technology” that is 

his firm’s specialty.  Trenchless Technology is comprised of a 
set of techniques to develop maintain, or terminate subsur-
face utility networks where the owners desire minimal exca-
vation disturbance.  There are two primary industries within 
trenchless technology.
 Trenchless construction refers to methods such as:  tun-
neling, micro-tunneling, horizontal directional drilling also 
known as directional boring, pipe ramming, pipe jacking, 
auger boring and other methods for the underground instal-
lation of pipelines and cables with minimal excavation. Large 
diameter tunnels such as those constructed by a tunnel-bor-
ing machine (TBM), and drill-and-blast techniques are larger 
versions of Trenchless construction.
 Trenchless Rehabilitation encompasses:  Slip-lining, 
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shotcrete (high-velocity application and compaction of con-
crete or mortar), cured-in-place pipe, thermoformed pipe, 
grout-in-place pipe, pipe bursting and other methods for 
the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of existing buried 
pipes and structures with minimal excavation.  Trenchless re-
habilitation methods are generally more cost-effective than 
traditional replacement methods and are increasingly com-
mon tools in modern water and sewer asset management 
programs.
 Freed said his firm has developed the world’s largest stat-
ic pipe burst machine with over 330 Tons of pullback force.  
Pipe bursting, which can be pneumatic, hydraulic expansion 
or static pull, fractures a pipe and displaces the fragments 
outward while a new pipe, of equal or greater diameter, is 
drawn in behind.
 Midwest Trenchless Services (MTS) has successfully used 
these methods under difficult emergency circumstances.  
Freed cited the firm’s response to repair a sinkhole for MDOT 
on eastbound I-94, a route that serves 70,000 semi trucks dai-
ly.  MTS also performed emergency repairs to a water main 
running under Martin Luther King Boulevard in a highly 
urbanized section of the City of Lansing.  MTS crews burst 
the existing ductile iron pipe and replaced with heat-fused 
sections of HDPE pipe.  The pipe-bursting project was com-
pleted in about 60 percent of the time traditional excavating 
would have required.  Re-paving required just two inches of 
asphalt instead of 10 inches of concrete and four inches of 
asphalt, because there was almost no ground disruption.  The 
final price tag was about one-third that of open cut excavat-
ing using another pipe material.

General Contract Conditions:  What Am I Signing?

Presenters:  Gregory L. Minshall, P.E., Brian J. Cenci, P.E., Ryan 
C. McEnhill, E.I.T., Fitzgerald Henne & Associates, Inc.

 “General Conditions are the backbone of a contract,” said 
Minshall, and they should be written to protect the contrac-
tor, owner/agency, the project and the public.  The team from 
Fitzgerald Henne used an outline of typical contract contents 
to guide attendees through areas of special consideration.  
 First things first – definitions:  substantial project com-
pletion is often described in contract language as “sufficiently 
complete to perform function.”  Minshall noted that this is 
an owner-defined target; a project is complete when the own-
er accepts it.
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 Preliminary Matters:  Obtain a schedule for project prog-
ress before the project commences.  Don’t begin until bond-
ed.  Under Contract Documentation, Cenci observed that the 
contractor has an “affirmative responsibility” to report dis-
crepancies, such as substitute materials.
 Availability of Lands; Subsurface and Physical Condi-
tions; Hazardous Environmental Conditions; Reference 
Points:  this section documents the pre-project surveys and 
investigations that affect the contractor’s work.  Items to 
consider include landowner requirements; Minshall recalled 
an occasion where relocation of a mock orange tree, “in the 
family for generations,” was a condition for obtaining ease-
ment from the owner.  This section should provide details on 
buried tanks, muck areas, groundwater levels, and any other 
items of note revealed by geo-technical investigation.  The 
project owner must provide a safe work site.
 Contractor’s Responsibilities:  Contractors control the 
means and methods of construction within the scope of 
the contract.  McEnhill pointed to the “Substitutes and ‘Or-
Equals’” section as an area for attention.  Unless a contract 
states that substitutes are not allowed, a contractor can sub-
mit recommendations for alternative materials or techniques 
to the engineer for evaluation and approval.  Safety programs 
are managed by the contractor and the Safety Representa-
tive should be designated at the pre-construction conference.  
Minshall recommended that observations of unsafe practices 
or conditions should be reported to OSHA and not directly 
to the Contractor.  A report of a safety hazard made by the 
project owner to the Contractor that isn’t appropriately rem-
edied could subject the owner to liability should injury oc-
cur.  Contractors are also responsible for periodic removal of 
debris – Cenci said this should mean, “clean the site com-
pletely.”
 Engineer’s Status:  as the Owner’s Representative, the en-
gineer visits the site and is the impartial interpreter in con-
tract decisions such as substitutes and claims.  The engineer 
has sole authority to reject work.
 Suspension/Termination:  the owner may suspend work 
for 90 days for any reason; the contractor is entitled to an 
adjustment.  The owner may terminate the contract for cause 
and take possession of the site, materials that are paid for (on 
or off site) and equipment to complete the job.  The Contrac-
tor may stop work, but not arbitrarily (i.e., can stop if not 
paid in accordance with terms.

 Substantial Completion/Acceptance:  Owner should in-
spect the project with the engineer and contractor.  While 
walking through the site, agree on items needed for comple-
tion.

Case Studies Involving Hydrology Of Lake Levels

Presenter:  Gary Dannemiller, C.P.G., Soil 
and Materials Engineers

 Lake level and land use alterations 
can trigger hydrological events that are 
not immediately visible to the human 
eye.  The case studies presented by Mr. 

Dannemiller show that these events, unseen at first because 
they occur underground, can be ruinous to nearby natural 
and residential areas.
 Seemingly small changes can produce serious conse-
quences.  Landowners reduced the slope from their residence 
to a nearby stream to accommodate a two-track crossing.  
Though the basement floors remained at a higher elevation 
than the stream, owners began to experience flooding.  Anal-
ysis revealed that the reduced grade caused stormwater to 
move more slowly, back up, and saturate soils, thus produc-
ing the flooding.
 Raising lake levels can create profound problems as 
well.  Dannemiller cited a case where year-round elevated 
lake levels forced water flow through surrounding soils that 
pressured home foundations in a nearby residential develop-
ment.  Additional wintertime frost heave and ice pressure de-
stroyed the foundations, and the developer had to buy back 
all of the houses in this development.
 In a particularly tragic case, elevating a lake spillway in 
a forested area increased the water level in the lake by 1.5 
feet.  The augmentation caused local groundwater levels to 
rise, and tree roots were deprived of oxygen.  The owners lost 
hundreds of acres of trees before the problem could be iden-
tified and addressed.
 Dannemiller emphasized the importance of obtaining 
hydrological modeling that is supported with adequate field 
data.  Changes to wet elevations of lakes or streams can affect 
areas miles away.  An expert in fluid permeability through 
various soil types can prevent economic and environmental 
damage. 
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VIllAGE OF EMMETT 

Revisited
Completion of Sewer System and Road Work

Gives Residents Cause to Celebrate

Editor’s Note:  Pre-project actions to facilitate this project were described in an 
article published in Pipeline Magazine, Fourth Quarter 2007.
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 In the fall of 2008, the Village of Emmett is a transformed 
community.  After five years of investigation, planning, nego-
tiation and constructing a sewage collection and treatment 
system, the St. Clair County Drain Commissioner (SCCDC), 
Village of Emmett and the Michigan Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT) can justifiably congratulate themselves 
on a job well done. 
 The 2007 to 2008 construction project created a conven-
tional sanitary sewer collection system.  A unique feature of 
this system is that, because of hydrogeological conditions, 
it is relatively shallow compared to most sanitary sewers.  
A strong confined aquifer exists at depths often reached by 
deeper sewers.  To avoid extreme wet trench conditions, no 
project structure would be installed over 24 feet in depth.  In 
all, the collection sewer was installed along 11 of 14 village 
streets.
 As a result of the shallow sewer system, lift stations were 
proposed to extend the operational range of the gravity lines.  
The entire 2.5-mile length of the collection system was con-
figured to pass through two lift stations.  These pump stations 
feature state of the art communication and control equip-
ment to allow the SCCDC and staff to monitor remotely the 
performance of the pumps.  Major repair, maintenance and 
auxiliary power will be subcontracted out for the district, and 

Construction Equipment looking like toys in a sandbox while 
grading and shaping the lagoon floor.
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will be paid for by a user fee included with property assess-
ments.
 Once waste is collected to the wet well, the lift station 
transports the effluent one half mile to the south to a two cell 
facultative lagoon facility.  The 4-inch diameter force main 
was installed on easements obtained from private landown-
ers and the Canadian National Railroad that travels through 
the center of town.  This railroad line was crossed twice by 
the Emmett Sewer system, once by the gravity sewer under 
M-19 and once by the force main.  Treatment ponds for this 
system are located in the southeast corner of the Village.  
Their capacity will allow the Village to accommodate infill of 
the existing service area and growth projected for the next 20 
years.  
 In creating the system through two construction con-
tracts, four differing funding mechanisms, countless meet-
ings, presentations, letters, phone calls and site visits, the 
SCCDC, MDOT and BMJ Engineers and Surveyors brought 
together a team of contractors, individuals and agencies com-
mitted to serving the needs of the Village of Emmett and its 
surrounding communities.  The system as constructed will 
solve pollution problems that plagued Emmett and the local 
environment for decades.  
 The problem had been so daunting to state and county 
officials a very long time.  More than one effort had been 
abandoned with exasperated silence along the way.  Flurries 
of letters were written to enforce regulations, meetings held, 
and then nothing happened.  How do you build a multi-mil-
lion dollar collection and treatment system with just a small 

EPI, Inc. installing a 40 mil pvc pond liner.  PULL!
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Sand bags dot the bottom of the lagoon cell as the liner seams are aligned and welded.

village’s businesses and households to pay for it?
 This collaborative effort involved two coincidental con-
struction projects with interconnected contracts undertaken 
by two very different public entities, each with their own legal 
and administrative requirements.  The St. Clair County Drain 
office is, of course, constrained by the Drain Code.  MDOT 
has highly defined policies and practices to which it must 
adhere to accomplish projects.   
 Thrown into the mix of sometimes-conflicting require-
ments was the need to fund the project through the State 
Revolving Fund for sewer system improvements.  Through-
out the process, SCCDC and BMJ Engineers and Surveyors, 
Inc. encountered professional and cooperative efforts from 
all quarters.  The following people, who made the enterprise 
possible through open communication and generous shar-
ing of professional and informational resources, represented 
our major project partners:

•	 Fred	Fuller,	St.	Clair	County	Drain	Commissioner	(SC-
CDC)

•	 Chuck	Wood,	SCCDC	Project	Manager
•	 Jim	Kneebone,	Deputy	SCCDC	Drain	Commissioner
•	 Larry	Young,	P.E.,	Manager,	Port	Huron	Transportation	

Service Center (TSC), MDOT
•	 Scott	Singer,	P.E.,	Project	Design	Engineer,	Port	Huron	

TSC, MDOT
•	 and	the	rest	of	the	Port	Huron	MDOT	staff,	too	numer-

ous to fit here!
•	 Coreen	Strzalka,	P.E.	Design	Section	Engineer,	MDOT,	

Lansing 

•	 Paul	Koleda,	MDEQ	SRF	Project	Manager
•	 Dan	Beauchamp,	P.E.,	District	Engineer,	Michigan	De-

partment of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 
•	 Joan	Korotko,	Village	of	Emmett	Trustee
•	 Dennis	Pierce,	Village	of	Emmett	Trustee

 Without the collaborative spirit shown by these individ-
uals, this construction project could not have been as success-
ful as it was, nor would it have been affordable.  Significant 
duplication of effort was avoided through the shared respon-
sibilities taken on by both the SCCDC and MDOT.  The re-
sulting saving was passed on to the people, businesses, insti-
tutions, and government of the Village of Emmett.
 The Contractors on this project combined efforts to fit 
the two projects together seamlessly.  A great deal of credit 
goes to those people involved in constructing the system.  
Our construction partners were:

•	 TR	 Pieprzak,	 Inc.,	 Lead	 contractor	 on	 Drain	 Com-
missioner’s contract and utility subcontractor on the 
MDOT road reconstruction contract.

•	 Full	Bore,	Inc.,	Directional	Drilling	subcontractor
•	 Aztek	Asphalt,	Inc.,	Asphalt	Paving	subcontractor	
•	 Averia	Concrete,	Inc.,	Concrete	Paving	subcontractor
•	 Environmental	Protection,	Inc.,		Lagoon	Liner	subcon-

tractor
•	 Subterranean,	Inc.,	Sewer	televising	subcontractor
•	 John	Carlo,	 Inc.,	 Lead	 contractor	on	MDOT	 road	 re-

construction contract
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A glimpse of working conditions as 
crewmembers wait for the excava-
tor to reach design depth.

Cold weather struck during installation of 
the sewer line.  Here, a cleanout riser is in-
stalled in a private service lead.

Soil conditions visible while workers in-
stall mainline sewer along an Emmett 
Village Street.
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Working near the railroad and at the deepest of project depths, 
safety comes first.  In this prelude to highway construction, workers 
create a bore pit for installing sewer under the Grand Trunk West-
ern Railroad (owned by Canadian National Railway.)

 The effort did not stop with construction, nor did the SC-
CDC wait until the system was completed to move into the 
next phase.  System users, businesses, churches and homes, 
had to be connected to the system.  While it seems quite easy 
to most of us who live with a central sewer system, there are 
system care issues to be addressed.  Also, questions about 
connection of private properties to the public sewer naturally 
arose.  BMJ assisted the SCCDC in creating an informational 
pamphlet to be distributed to Village residents and busi-
nesses.  The pamphlet contains a “dos and don’ts” section, 
contact numbers, (including who to contact for grants) a 
summary of the permitting process, and even answers about 
hiring a contractor.  The literature was distributed along with 
permit applications by BMJ inspection staff, by SCCDC staff 
at village meetings, and through the mail. 
 By July 2008, all of the properties that once discharged 
raw sewage into the Cowhy Drain were connected to the 
system.  Downtown businesses followed shortly after.  Even 
now, each month that passes brings several more connec-
tions to the system.  
 M-19 is now newly reconstructed through the Village of 
Emmett.  Cooperative efforts facilitated by connecting the 
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two projects and reciprocal attendance at their respective 
progress meetings have helped to solve many problems the 
Village experienced.  Issues unrelated to the sanitary sewer, 
such as long standing drainage problems, contaminated 
soils, and difficulties with the railroad crossing, were com-

Pump Station #2 of the Emmett System.
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municated and resolved as a result.  Over all, residents and 
officials of the Village of Emmett are pleased with the pace of 
the work and the quality of work accomplished.  With this 
new infrastructure in place, the Village of Emmett can look 
forward to achieving its new potential.

 Village residents were so emotionally invested in the 
project that local business- and home-owners staged a festival 
to celebrate its completion.  They plan to continue this new 
tradition, and will call their celebration “Emmett Days.”

The new Village of Emmett streetscape, looking toward I-69.  Af-
ter a long process of renewal, the Village is prepared for a bright 
future.

A black ribbon of new pavement freshens Emmett’s image and hides 
the new infrastructure that will facilitate the Village’s future.



By Aaron K. Bedford, Marketing Manager – Spicer Group, Inc.

The Trickey Drain is located in Tittabawassee Township in the 
northwest corner of Saginaw County.  It is almost two miles long 
and provides storm water drainage to approximately 386 acres of 
mixed hardwoods, agricultural land and a residential subdivision. 

Residents living near the upper reaches of the drain experienced 
periodic flooding after minor storm events.  A large portion of the 
drain held standing water throughout the dry months. Landowners 
filed a petition with Saginaw County Public Works Commissioner 
James A. Koski to develop a solution to eliminate flooding and re-
duce the amount of standing water that often lasted into the sum-
mer months.  A Board of Determination hearing gathered testimo-
ny from many different landowners living along the upper reaches 
of the drain.  The Board determined the project necessary.
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Innovative 
  Construction
 Methods used  
  for Trickey Drain 
Improvement Project



TRACING THE PROBLEM ON TRICkEY DRAIN
The entire length of Trickey Drain was surveyed to identify pos-

sible causes of the flooding.  The first observation was that the drain 
had not been cleaned in over 50 years, and more than 2.5 feet of 
sediment had accumulated in the channel.  The channel was ob-
structed by the many trees growing there, and sediment plugged 
road-crossing culverts.

One such restricted crossing was found at Lost Creek Lane, 
where a 600-foot section of 48-inch x 76-inch elliptical concrete 
pipe was over half full of sediment.  Lost Creek Lane is a newer drive 
that serves as the major entrance to a newly constructed upscale 
subdivision called Whisper Ridge. 

Beyond the Lost Creek Lane crossing, Trickey Drain courses 
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Using low-impact construction methods allowed an exist-
ing stand of 50-year old hardwoods to remain, improving 
property values and local wildlife habitat.

Innovative 
  Construction
 Methods used  
  for Trickey Drain 
Improvement Project



through the backyards of several homes in the Whisper Ridge 
subdivision.  A significant amount of sediment and debris 
had accumulated there, and the site became the main focus 
of the project.  To correct the flooding of properties upstream, 
the project team had to solve the problems near Lost Creek 
Lane.  

RESIDENTS SUPPORT LOW IMPACT ALTERNATIVE
The Saginaw County Public Works Commissioner worked 

with Spicer Group, Inc. to develop design alternatives to pres-
ent as solutions to the portion of the drain located within 
Whisper Ridge.  The project would return the drain to a func-
tional condition while also harmonizing aesthetically with 
its surroundings.

A major design challenge was the fact that many of the 
homes built in Whisper Ridge had swimming pools, sheds 
and patios constructed within or very near the Trickey Drain’s 
right-of-way. Large mature hardwoods were also growing in 
the right-of-way. This was an important factor and weighed 
heavily on selecting an appropriate solution to mitigate the 
flooding.  The project team considered enclosing the Trickey 
Drain and also simply cleaning it out. 

A significant amount of work would be needed to give ac-
cess to the heavy equipment required for either enclosing or 
cleaning.  Clearing the right-of-way would necessitate the re-
moval of sheds, fences and patios.  Many mature hardwoods 
that add to the beauty of the area, some more than 50 years 
old, would also have to be removed. 

The landowners along this section of the drain agreed 
with the project team that clearing the right-of-way would 
have significant and negative effects on their properties.  They 
asked for a construction method that would minimize the 
impacts.

The project team developed an approach to clean the 
drain by working from the bottom of the drain instead of 
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Heavy excavation equipment was replaced with human muscle and a 
small Bobcat to clean the drain with minimal effects to the surrounding 
area – a “low impact” solution.



from the top of the bank. This eliminated the need to clear 
the existing mature trees and other obstructions in the drain 
right-of-way.

IN-CHANNEL CONSTRUCTION PRESERVES  
NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER 

Normal procedures for restoring flow in a drain involve 
using an excavator at the top of the drain bank to remove 
sediment, trees and other debris.  For the section of drain 
through Whisper Ridge Subdivision, the contractor instead 
used a Bobcat to work from the bottom of the drain channel.  
Human muscle was substituted for the mechanical force of 
heavy excavation equipment. 

The contractor’s crew first cut down trees growing in the 
channel bottom with chainsaws and cleared debris by hand.  
To facilitate sediment removal, the contractor placed a dam 
approximately 500 feet upstream of the project area to block 
flows.  The water behind the temporary dam was pumped 
around the project area.  Bobcat operators could then drive 
directly up the drain channel.

Each time the Bobcat entered the drain channel, the op-
erator would take a bucket full of crushed stone to distribute 
as a base over the muddy drain bottom to provide traction.  
On the return trips, operators removed sediment, scoop by 
scoop, and deposited it in a previously dug pit.  The process 
continued from both directions, eventually meeting at the 
midpoint of the project area.  This method was used through 
the entire section of drain that coursed through the Whisper 
Ridge Subdivision.  The crew removed as much as 2 feet of 
sediment in the upper end of the reach and a minimum of 6 
inches in the lower end.

This excavation process created a vertical toe-of-slope 
condition.  The drain banks could not be widened at the top, 
so toe-of-slope riprap was hauled in using the Bobcat.  Filter 
fabric was installed and riprap was placed by hand on each 
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side of the drain.
Timing played a major role in the success of this project. 

Construction activities were completed in February of 2007 
during a time of extremely cold weather, which allowed for 
the newly excavated drain bottom to freeze overnight and 
provide a stable bottom the next day.

TRICkEY DRAIN REHABILITATED
The low impact construction method was successful.  

Construction activities removed the sediment, provided posi-
tive drainage and removed unsightly debris and brush.  The 
installation of toe-of-slope riprap actually improved the look 
of the drain. 

It is important to note that stormwater from the entire 
Whispering Ridge Subdivision is conveyed via two storm 
drains that outlet into the Trickey Drain.  Upon initial inspec-
tion, these outlets were almost entirely plugged from sedi-
ment buildup in the drain channel.  After construction, these 
outlets operate at their design capacity, which reduced the 
risk of flooding to the subdivision.

Overall, the project eliminated flooding in the upper 
reaches of the drain while improving the natural aesthetics, 
functionality and habitat of the lower section. The property 
owners upstream now have a significantly reduced risk of 
flooding, and the riparian owners in the Whisper Ridge Sub-
division have a beautiful creek flowing through their back-
yards that is shaded by large mature hardwoods.

26 Vol 17, No. 3

Examples of Allen’s Creek Watershed Rain Gardens

Toe-of-slope riprap was brought in using the Bobcat and placed by 
hand.  This was a major design element that contributed to the 
low-impact construction method.
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l E G A l  b R I E F S

By Michelle Brya, Attorney, Hubbard Law Firm

 The Michigan Supreme Court recently released its deci-
sion in Department of Transportation v Tomkins, in which the 
MACDC appeared as amicus curiae in support of MDOT.  An 
amicus curiae, literally translated as “friend of the court,” 
is one who is not a party to the action but is, nonetheless, 
permitted to offer a position to assist the court in making a 
decision.  The Court ruled in favor of MDOT, reversing the 
Court of Appeals’ decision that Section 20 of the Uniform 
Condemnation Procedures Act (UCPA), MCL 213.70(2), un-
constitutionally denied compensation for the general effects 
associated with public improvements when property is par-
tially taken.
 Tomkins owned property located in Kent County.  MDOT 
initiated an action under the UCPA to condemn a portion of 
the Tomkins’ property, approximately 49 feet by 120 feet, as 
part of the M-6 highway project.  The parties agreed that the 
fair market value of the property was $3,800.  The Tomkins, 
however, sought an additional $48,200 in damages to the re-
maining property for dust, dirt, noise, vibration, and odor 
that would result from the nearby M-6 highway.

 MDOT sought to exclude evidence of damages from 
dust, dirt, noise, vibration, and odor as “general effects” that 
are not compensable under the UCPA.  The pertinent provi-
sion of the UCPA states:

The general effects of a project for which property is 
taken, whether actual or anticipated, that in varying 
degrees are experienced by the general public or by 
property owners from whom no property is taken, 
shall not be considered in determining just compen-
sation.  A special effect of the project on the owner’s 
property that, standing alone, would constitute a tak-
ing of private property under section 2 of article X of 
the state constitution of 1963 shall be considered in 
determining just compensation.  To the extent that 
the detrimental effects of a project are considered to 
determine just compensation, they may be offset by 
consideration of the beneficial effects of the project.  

MCL 213.70(2).
 

MACDC Successful as Amicus



 The Circuit Court ruled in favor of MDOT and awarded 
the Tomkins $3,800 as full compensation for the portion of 
their property taken.  
 The Court of Appeals reversed the Circuit Court in a 
published decision, holding that the exclusion of “general 
effects” damages in the UCPA was unconstitutional.  In par-
ticular, the Court of Appeals held that the UCPA conflicted 
with the meaning of “just compensation” in the Constitution 
for failing to consider “any and all factors relevant to market 
value,” including the general effects of a public improvement 
on a landowner’s remaining land.  
 MDOT, supported by the MACDC and several other 
amici, appealed to the Michigan Supreme Court.  In their 
deliberations, the Supreme Court justices were impressed by 
the complete lack of pre-1963 case law awarding damages 
for general effects in partial taking cases.  The Court also held 
that Spiek v Department of Transportation, 456 Mich 331; 572 
NW2d 201 (1998), which excluded general damages from 
the calculation of just compensation in cases where an in-
verse condemnation is established, applies equally to partial 

takings.  The Supreme Court reversed the Court of Appeals 
decision, instead ruling that the UCPA’s exclusion of com-
pensation for general damages is constitutional because it is 
consistent with the legal understanding of “just compensa-
tion” at the time the Michigan Constitution was ratified in 
1963.  
 In summary, the Michigan Supreme Court agreed with 
MACDC’s position that condemning agencies are not be 
required to compensate property owners for the general ef-
fects of a public improvement on a landowner’s remaining 
property when that landowner has had only part of his or 
her property condemned under the UCPA.  Following the 
decision, the Assistant Attorney General representing MDOT 
thanked the MACDC for its assistance in this case.
 If you would like further information regarding the Uni-
form Condemnation Procedures Act or if you would like a 
copy of the MDOT v Tomkins decision, please contact Mi-
chelle Brya at the Hubbard Law Firm, 517.886.7176.
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M A C D C  E V E N T  C A l E N D A R

December 10-12, 2008
Michigan Association of Conservation Districts

Convention and Conservation Expo
Soaring Eagle Resort, Mount Pleasant

December 11, 2008
MACDC Northwest District Meeting

The Shack, White Cloud

February 8-10, 2009 
Michigan Association of Counties

Legislative Conference
Holiday Inn - South, Lansing, Michigan

February 18-20, 2009
MACDC Annual Winter Conference

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

March 3-5, 2009
County Road Association of Michigan

2009 Annual Highway Conference
Holiday Inn West, Lansing, MI

May 20-22, 2009
APWA – Michigan Chapter 

Annual Conference
Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls

June 14–18, 2009
American Water Works Association
Annual Conference & Exposition

San Diego, California

June 21-25, 2009
Michigan Water Environment Association

Annual Conference
Boyne Mountain Resort

July 8-10, 2009
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

August 16-18, 2009
Michigan Association of Counties – 

Summer Conference
Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls, Michigan

February 17-19, 2010
MACDC Annual Winter Conference

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 14-16, 2010
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Boyne Mountain, Boyne Falls

February 16-18, 2011
MACDC Annual Winter Conference

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 13-15, 2011
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

Editor’s Note:  to place your event on this calendar, contact us at 517.484.9761
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Spalding DeDecker Co-Founder
Honored by Michigan State 
University
 On May 3, 2008 Frank DeDecker 
the Co-Founder of Spalding DeDecker 
Associates was presented with the 2008 
Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Michigan State University’s Department 
of Engineering. Frank graduated from 

Michigan State in 1949 with a degree in engineering.  In his 
early career, Frank worked on projects such as the relocation 
of sewer and water mains for the John Lodge Freeway con-
struction in downtown Detroit.  Later he worked with Vernon 
Spalding and, together, they founded Spalding DeDecker As-
sociates, Inc. (SDA) in 1954. Today SDA has over 100 em-
ployees at four locations in Michigan. 
 Frank and his wife Jean are both Life Members of the 
MSU Alumni Association. Frank has also been a member of 
the American Consulting Engineers Council, the American 
Water Works Association, the American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, and the Michigan Society of Professional Engineers. 
 

Clark Hill’s Smith Named 
“Rising Star”
 Matthew T. Smith, a member of 
Clark Hill’s Litigation Practice Group, 
was selected for inclusion on the 2008 
Michigan Rising Stars list, featuring out-
standing young lawyers in the state.  The 
Rising Stars selection process includes 
peer nominations and independent re-

search of candidates.
 Mr. Smith joined the United States Marine Corps in 1993 
and achieved the rank of Major.  After receiving his law de-
gree from the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law in 
1994, he returned to active duty for the Marines.  Mr. Smith 
attended Naval Justice School in 1996, and was certified as a 
Judge Advocate of the United States Marine Corps.  He served 
as government counsel, defense counsel, and as a Special As-
sistant United States Attorney for the Marine Corps’ Office of 
the Staff Judge Advocate in San Diego, California.  Mr. Smith 
returned to Michigan in 1999 to practice construction litiga-
tion, creditors’ rights law, real estate and corporations’ law, 
while also working for the U.S. Marine Reserves.

DeDecker Smith
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Acclaimed Michigan Wetland 
Biologist Joins JFNew
 Stu Kogge joined JFNew as Vice 
President of Technical Services. As a 
part of the JFNew team, Stu will pro-
vide technical assistance on wetland 
assessments, delineations, mitigation 
designs, ecological restorations, endan-
gered species surveys, and fisheries and 

aquatic assessments. He will also take part in the develop-
ment of ecological education and training classes. Stu’s expe-
rience and in-depth understanding of managing and resolv-
ing larger, more complex wetland-related projects allows him 
to be an effective partner for clients on complex challenges of 
wetland regulatory issues.
 Stu has over 25 years experience in wetland and aquatic 
resources. He has worked effectively with all levels of govern-
ment agencies to resolve complex resource and regulatory is-
sues. Stu has worked for both the MDNR and MDEQ.

SME Named a “Michigan Economic Bright Spot” 
Award Winner
 Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc. (SME) has been named 
one of “Michigan’s Economic Bright Spots” by Corp! maga-
zine.  The winners list is comprised of profitable companies 
with at least half of their employees based in the state and 
demonstrated achievement in one or more of the following 
areas: Involved in a Michigan economic development or re-
development; expanding or new locations in Michigan; in-
volved in an emerging or growing business sector; has made 
a conscious decision to stay in Michigan.
 Mark Kramer, PE, SME President, said, “Our founder saw 
opportunity in Michigan over 40 years ago and we’re still op-
timistic about pursuing work around our state.  We’ve grown 
up with many Michigan companies as our clients and as long 
as we continue to help them succeed and grow locally and 
nationally, our future is bright.”

Prein&Newhof Names 
Jim Cook President
 Prein&Newhof was pleased to an-
nounce the promotion of James Cook, 
P.E. to the office of President. He re-
places Thomas Newhof, P.E. who will 
now serve as Chairman for the firm on 
its Board of Directors. 
Cook has been with Prein&Newhof for 

over 30 years, and most recently served as Vice President. Ne-
whof says of Cook, “Jim has been involved in managing the 
company for a decade. He is a hard worker, a good manager, 
and an excellent engineer.” 

Kogge

Cook
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SME Announces Promotions, 
Employee Achievements 
 Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc. (SME) recently an-
nounced its newest Senior Associates and Associates.  SME 
president Mark Kramer, PE, made the announcement and 
congratulated the individuals on their leadership, hard work, 
teamwork, professional development activities, as well as 
their commitment and dedication to our clients, their profes-
sion and SME. 

SeNiOr ASSOCiATeS 
 Mike Gase, CWi, ASNT iii, is Senior Project Consultant 
in the Plymouth office. Mike has 25 years of experience, in-
cluding 20 at SME, and manages projects related to structural 
steel, welding, industrial piping, nondestructive testing and 
failure analysis of structural materials.  He is a Certified Weld-
ing Inspector through the American Welding Society (AWS) 
and an ASNT Level III MT through the American Society for 
Nondestructive Testing (ASNT).
 Mark Michener, CDT, is Senior Roofing Consultant in 
the Plymouth office. With over 35 years of experience, includ-
ing 21 at SME, Mark provides solutions for roofing/water-
proofing and historic restoration projects.  He assists clients 
with achieving LEED accreditation and is an active member 
of the U.S. Green Building Council.  Mark is a Construction 
Document Technologist through the Construction Specifica-
tions Institute (CSI).
 Tom Skotzke, is Manager of Information Systems in our 
Plymouth office. With 20 years of experience, including 16 
with SME, Tom manages the firm’s computer information 
systems.  He develops specialized software and database pro-
grams for a variety of projects, and serves on the ACEC/M 
Management Information Systems Committee.  

ASSOCiATeS
 Nick Larabel, CPG, is Project Geologist in the Kalama-
zoo office. With 15 years of experience at SME, he manages 
hydrogeologic studies for various projects including geother-
mal, wastewater and storm water facilities.  He also provides 
sustainable solutions for brownfield redevelopment projects.  
Nick is a Certified Professional Geologist through the Ameri-
can Institute of Professional Geologists (AIPG).  
 rhonda Miller, CHMM, is Project Consultant in our 
Plymouth office.  Rhonda has 17 years of experience, includ-
ing 10 at SME, and specializes in Toxic Release Inventory 
(TRI) reporting, environmental due diligence and brownfield 
redevelopment projects.  She is a Certified Hazardous Mate-
rials Manager through the Institute of Hazardous Materials 
Management.  
 ron Pelkie, CDT, is Materials Consultant in the Plym-
outh office. With 20 years of experience, including 19 with 
SME, he provides solutions for roofing/ waterproofing issues 
related to building envelopes.  He specializes in infrared ther-
mography and preparing plans/specifications for rehabilita-
tion.  Ron is a Construction Document Technologist through 
the Construction Specifications Institute.
  SME announced that Simon C. 

Murley, PE, a Senior Engineer in the 
Plymouth office, became a registered 
Professional Engineer (PE). Simon has 
four years of experience and manages 
construction services projects and eval-
uations related to foundations, con-
crete, and asphalt pavements.  Simon 
earned his bachelor’s degree in Civil 

Engineering from Michigan State University in 2004.
  SME Senior Consultant Cheryl A. 

Kehres-Dietrich, CGWP, was appointed 
to Schoolcraft College’s Environmental 
Studies Advisory Committee. The com-
mittee is responsible for evaluating and 
updating the college’s Environmental 
Studies Program.  Cheryl has 26 years 
of experience and serves as senior client 
contact and manager of complex envi-

ronmental projects at SME.
  Larry Shook, P.E. is now Regional 

Manager of SME’s Bay City office. Larry 
has over 25 years experience including 
19 with SME. He specializes in provid-
ing solutions to environmental/geo-
technical engineering challenges and 
constructability issues. 

 SME has named Robert C. Tober as Operations Manager 
of Construction Materials Services (CMS) at the Bay City of-
fice.  Bob has 22 years experience with SME in CMS and is re-
sponsible for reviewing field and laboratory test reports and 
managing the CMS team.

Murley

Kehres-Dietrich

Shook
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OHM Promotes Cavallaro, Kramer and Lamus
 Ronald Cavallaro, Jr. has been 
named Vice President, Satellite Op-
erations. In this role, he will oversee 
OHM’s branch offices throughout 
Michigan and Tennessee, including a 
new office outside Nashville. Cavallaro, 
a shareholder, has been with the firm 
since 2006 and has 20 years experience 
in the industry.

 Jonathan Kramer was promoted from Municipal Group 
Director to Vice President, Livonia Operations. Kramer has 
been with OHM since 1994 and is a shareholder. As Vice 
President, Livonia Operations, Kramer is responsible for the 
operation of OHM’s municipal, architectural, environmen-
tal, transportation, surveying and construction groups.

 Christopher Lamus has been pro-
moted from Survey Group Director to 
Director of Field Operations, where 
he manages OHM’s construction and 
survey groups. Lamus joined OHM in 
2002 and is also a shareholder in the 
organization.

Drisenga & Associates Staff Announcements
 Ms. Coby A. Wellington.  Ms. Wellington recently joined 
the growing engineering firm, and will be filling the position 
of Administrative Assistant.  Ms. Wellington has numerous 
years of experience in the administrative field.

 Mr. Eric Rose joins the firm’s Con-
struction Materials Testing Department 
as a Senior Engineering Technician. He 
brings 19 years experience in quality as-
surance, as well as a Bachelors of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering and a Mas-
ters in Management.

 Mr. Jordan Domagalski comes to the firm as Survey Crew 
Chief in the Survey Department. He has field experience work-
ing on commercial, industrial, residential and Department of 
Transportation projects.

Lamus

Cavallaro

Rose
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Gould Engineering Associate 
Receives Professional 
Engineering License
 Gould Engineering is pleased to 
announce that Geric Rose has success-
fully completed testing to receive his 
professional engineering license.  Geric 
provides professional services in the ar-
eas of transportation planning and en-

gineering, recreational designs, land development, and storm 
water run-off management. In 2001 he became a licensed 
professional surveyor in the State of Michigan. 

Miller Canfield Leads Midwest in Municipal 
Bond Work
 The law firm of Miller Canfield announces that it is the 
top bond counsel by dollar volume for deals closed in the 
Midwest for the first half of 2008. Total financing exceeded 
$3.5 billion, according to Thomson Financial. This is the sec-
ond time that Miller Canfield has had this position.  Among 
more than 135 deals handled by Miller Canfield in the first 
half of 2008 were $472.6 million in refinancing for Wayne 
County Airport Authority; $553 million in new money and 
refunding bonds for the Michigan Municipal Bond Author-
ity’s School Loan Revolving Fund in four series; and general 
obligation bonds totaling $233.78 million for the State of 
Michigan to restructure existing debt and to provide new 
money for environmental protection programs.

Wade-Trim Staff Earn GIS 
Professional Certification
 Scott Hurley, GISP, Casey Hanson, GISP, and Janine 
Kwiecien, GISP, of Wade Trim’s Taylor office, earned their 
Geographic Information Systems Professional (GISP) certifi-
cation.

 Hurley is the GIS Practice Man-
ager in Wade Trim’s Municipal Services 
Group. He oversees the firm’s GIS Prac-
tice and manages all GIS projects cor-
porate-wide, including enterprise-wide 
and infrastructure GIS planning, imple-
mentation and technical services. He is 
also responsible for all internal GIS ac-
tivities for Wade Trim’s 21 offices. 

 Hanson is a Senior GIS Analyst in 
Wade Trim’s Municipal Services Group.  
With more than six years of experience, 
he provides mapping and technical sup-
port to Wade Trim staff and the firm’s 
client communities.  His expertise in-
cludes parcel creation and mapping, 
GPS tools and techniques, and GIS util-
ity asset management systems. 

 Kwiecien is a GIS Analyst in Wade 
Trim’s Municipal Services Group. With 
more than five years of experience, 
Kwiecien’s expertise includes creating 
maps and analyzing environmental, 
parcel and utility mapping.
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Wade Trim Staff Honored by Michigan Water 
Environment Association
 The Michigan Water Environment Association (MWEA) 
recognized David Vago, P.E. and Bill Shaffer of Wade Trim for 
their professional achievements and public promotion of the 
wastewater environment profession.

 Vago was awarded the Outstanding 
Environmental Consultant Award and 
the Willard F. Shephard Award in recog-
nition of service in the environmental 
field and 20 years of MWEA Member-
ship. He manages Wade Trim’s Opera-
tions Services and has over 20 years ex-
perience in contract operations of water 
and wastewater systems. At Wade Trim, 

Vago oversees contracts and aids in the development of safety 
and regulatory compliance. He is also Risk Assessment Au-
thority for Water Utilities (RAM-W) certified and conducts 
water system vulnerability assessments.

 Shaffer was awarded the Collection 
Systems	Professional	of	the	Year	Award	
for his daily work in collections. He is 
Operations Director for Wade Trim Op-
erations Services and has 35 years expe-
rience in wastewater, storm water, and 
combined sewer overflow (CSO) basin 
operation and maintenance. Shaffer has 
worked with various clients on capital 

improvement projects including equipment and pumping 
station evaluations. Prior to working at Wade Trim he spent 
28 years with the Wayne County Department of Public Works 
as Supervisor and Manager of all pumping stations and CSO 
basins.

Appointments, Additions at 
Spalding DeDecker Associates 
 Spalding DeDecker Associates, Inc. (SDA) announces the 
appointment of Cheryl Gregory, P.E. to Associate and new-
comer David Eno, P.E. as Transportation Project Manager. 

 Cheryl Gregory, P.E. has been ap-
pointed Associate in recognition of 
the leadership she has brought to SDA. 
Gregory served as the Transportation 
Project Manager with SDA and possess-
es a great deal of knowledge and experi-
ence in the transportation engineering 
industry. 

 SDA welcomes David Eno, P.E. as 
new Transportation Project Manager.  
Eno has over 16 years experience in civil 
engineering.  He has a B.S. in Civil En-
gineering from Michigan State Univer-
sity and in 1997 received a MBA from 
Grand Valley State University. 
 

Prein&Newhof Welcomes Edward 
Dempsey to GIS Department
 Prein&Newhof announces the ad-
dition of Edward Dempsey to its Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS) 
staff. Dempsey will serve as a GIS 
Specialist in the Grand Rapids Office.  
Dempsey specializes in creating GIS 
applications that allow people to work 

with the complicated systems easily.  Edward has created GIS 
applications for all levels of government, and recently was 
lead programmer at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Coastal Services Center. The GIS Certification 
Institute certified him as a GIS Professional in 2004.

Tetra Tech Welcomes 
Federal Program Director 
 Tetra Tech announced the introduc-
tion of Joseph Wanielista, P.E., to their 
Michigan office.  Mr. Wanielista has 
over 36 years of experience in devel-
oping and planning federal programs, 
as well as, 23 years of service with the 
Army Corps of Engineers focusing on 

water resource engineering and specialty services.  Mr. Wan-
ielista will focus on expanding Tetra Tech’s Federal program 
business and serve as senior manager.
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