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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

By Stephen R. May, 
Lenawee County Drain Commissioner

 The Presidents Message this 
quarter is written with a heavy 
heart and is dedicated to Geoffrey 
Seidlein…our friend, confidant, 

funny man and true champion of this Association.
 I received the call from my Deputy on Friday April 25th 
at approximately 10:30 am, informing me that Geoff had 
passed on. I was in an inter-county drain meeting with Mike 
Gregg, Janis Bobrin and Dennis Wojcik. My mind rejected 
the words I believed I had heard. I asked my deputy to repeat 
the name.
 For many moments, I was speechless. As I relayed the 
news to the people in the room, there was silence. It was un-
believable; the worst possible news to receive about a friend, 
and it was reality.
 Geoff was, to many, a great mentor, friend and certainly 
the face of MACDC at conferences, board meetings, the state 
capitol, golf course, and – oh yeah – hospitality suites. Things 

will never be the same. At the visitation and funeral services, 
hundreds of familiar faces suggested the disbelief we felt. 
What we witnessed changes our future forever. 
 Worth noting was Geoff’s confidence, gentle swagger and, 
oh yes, the humor we all enjoyed. Darwin…how can one per-
son endure the onslaught of the carefully crafted perpetual 
roast that Geoff delivered to your self-esteem at conferences 
and meetings throughout the years? I believe, however, that 
you enjoyed it. We now know your fond memories and re-
flections of the man called Mr. Seidlein.
 We’ll miss Geoff greatly. We’ll call upon his legacy and 
reflect on the knowledge and wisdom that he so graciously 
shared. 
 Mike Woodward and Michelle Brya, thank you so much 
for stepping up at this difficult time. Realize that we share in 
your loss and know of our commitment to continuing our 
relationship. Godspeed. 
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MACDC REMEMbERS

Geoffrey H.
SEIDLEIN

October 26, 1954 – April 24, 2008

How do you adequately pay tribute to a man 
who means so much to so many different people?  
I don’t know that you can.  Yet, we can try, and he 
would admire our effort in doing so.

Geoff touched many lives.  He touched them 
in soft, but meaningful ways. Each of us has many 
memories of him: his laugh, his smile, his expres-
sions (we cannot forget those), and his way with 
words.  He came into our lives in unassuming ways, 
but the impact he left was powerful.  For each of us 
who knew him, we are luckier than most.  Those who 
will know of him are lucky for that opportunity.

The tribute Geoff would want is for each of us to 
embrace his memories, to live our lives in forward 
motion, to never take a moment for granted, and to 
live life to the fullest.  That is the way he lived his life.  
We can all aspire to his example. 

He would not want us to dwell on what we can-
not change, but to change what is within our power 
to change.  He would want us to seize the opportu-
nities that present themselves each day in our lives, 
and to have no regrets of our chosen paths.  

In memory of Geoff and as his tribute, I say let 
us live the lives he would want for each of us, take 
the time to give pause when needed, and act swiftly 
when necessary.  Geoff touched our lives in ways that 
most of us cannot fully explain to another person, 
yet he touched them and, for that, we are lucky.  Re-
member his life, keep him in memory and, by doing 
that, he will always be with us.

~unattributed

I had the honor and privilege to work for Geoff 
as his legal secretary for 6 years.  On my very first 
day working for him, he made it very clear that the 
Drain Division was a team and that no one was any 
more important than the other.  He always told us 
that, without his team, he could not do what he 
did.  Geoff always took the time to explain things 
to me even if I didn’t fully understand, and always 
had patience if I did not grasp what he was saying or 
explaining.  I was thrilled to be part of such a great 
team and having Geoff as our manager was icing on 
the cake.  He was my teacher, mentor and my friend.  
No one will ever be able to replace his knowledge or 
the aura he had about him.  I dearly miss him, but 
take solace in the fact that he his looking down at all 
of us and is smiling.

~Laurie Kienitz 

Hubbard, Fox, Thomas, White & Bengtson, P.C. remembers our 
friend and partner of 24 years, Geoffrey H. Seidlein.  His enthu-
siasm and humor filled our offices for many years and his presence 
will be greatly missed.
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Geoff lived his life to the fullest, even though it was 
rather short. Geoff was a great friend and was always 
there for me and had my back.  What a lot of people nev-
er knew was how close we really were.  We forged our re-
lationship, both personal and professional in 1985, and 
became very close through the years.  We enjoyed each 
other’s company and shared in many personal and pro-
fessional ups and downs.  Through it all, our friendship 
and camaraderie never wavered and remained intact.  In 
fact, I talked to him the morning he passed and made 
plans to meet and commiserate about all the things that 
were going on in our lives.  I miss those meetings, and 
will forever miss him, his guidance and counsel.  He was 
my lawyer, teacher, father figure, mentor; most of all, he 
was my friend.

What is it that we remember when we think of 
Geoff?  I think that everybody who knew him would say 
his dry sense of humor!  He was the type of person who 
could make you laugh so hard your stomach would hurt.  
I always appreciated his jokes, even the lame ones!  He 
always cheered me up when I was down, even when I 
knew he was hurting.  He was that way – very unselfish 
and giving. 

Geoff’s greatest treasures were his children.  He was a 
very loving and caring father to Ann and Patrick.  I have 

known them since they were babies and can tell you that 
they love and miss their Dad very much.  Not only was 
he their Dad, he was also their friend.

Geoff’s death was so sudden and unexpected.  I re-
member receiving the news and simply could not believe 
that my great friend had passed on.  Geoff was far too 
young – but it occurred to me that Geoff had indeed 
lived a full life and had touched and influenced our lives 
in such a positive and meaningful way.  For the rest of my 
life, I will always be grateful to have known Geoff.  For 
that, I am a very lucky man indeed.

Geoff is now in heaven and we are left to wonder 
why.  We have shed tears and have grieved, but now it is 
time to smile and celebrate this great man and his mem-
ory.  He would want us to smile and be happy, I assure 
you.

Geoff will be missed but I know in my heart, when 
the time is right, I will meet Geoff again.  We will all meet 
Geoff again and share a laugh with our dear friend and 
colleague.

Farewell my friend, farewell until we meet again.  
The captain has found the wheel and your ship is no lon-
ger adrift.

~Dave Wilcox 

Unfortunately, I did not know Geoff as 
well as many of you who are reading this.  I 
did, however, have the opportunity to intro-
duce Geoff as a presenter during the 2007 
Winter Drain Conference.  I recall pulling 
Geoff aside to ask him if he had anything ad-
ditional for his bio, as it was relatively short.  
Geoff’s reply to me was “Oh Robin, everyone 
here already knows that I am the most intel-
ligent, the most handsome and the most “all 
that” that there is.”  

In retrospect, he really was “all that” and 
will be greatly missed by his friends and col-
leagues.

~Robin Wolf, Director of Marketing, 
  Premarc Corporation

Geoff with Mike Gregg at the 2007 MACDC Summer Conference; Geoff 
and Mike teamed often as speakers, notably for their popular discussion 
panel series.

Geoffrey Seidlein
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Shades of “True Grit”
It’s not very often a deputy gets to work closely 

with the association attorney, but when Sarah was in 
the hospital and unable to assist me, to whom did I 
turn???  You guessed it:  Geoff!

The Bach and Branches Drain was a petition 
project and, while Sarah was out of the office, she 
told me to continue with the letting and day of re-
view.  The letting went very smoothly.  The day of re-
view . . . not so much.  Only one landowner showed 
up, but with him I only needed one!  I knew the man 
and his reputation personally.  When he told me he 
was going to appeal his assessment, I didn’t doubt 
it one bit.

Sure enough, on the 10th day, an appeal was 
filed with Probate Court.  I called Mike Quaine and 
Darwin McLeod, and I called Geoff Seidlein.  With 
those three in my corner, I believed we couldn’t lose.  
Geoff prepared me very well.  He was calm, cool and 
collected as always, which made me calm, cool and 
collected (at least on the outside.)  On the inside, I 
was wishing I had taken that job as a dog-catcher.

This was the first appeal that was ever filed dur-
ing Sarah’s and my tenure, so there were no case his-
tories to review.  When the case was over and our 
assessment had been upheld, I knew it would not 
have turned out that way without my “three amigos” 
in my corner.

Respectfully submitted - Suzanne Profit, Tuscola 
County Deputy Drain Commissioner

Checking schedules at the Business Meeting; Geoff trav-
eled the state to consult with Drain Commissioners and 
their staff.

I had the honor and pleasure of knowing 
Geoff through our work with the Michigan Associ-
ation of County Drain Commissioners.  Geoff was 
a central figure and much loved personality within 
the MACDC.  His keen mind and rapier wit were 
legend with his colleagues in our Association.  

MACDC/Pipeline devotes this space to our 
friend, Geoff Seidlein, with the hope that sharing 
the burden of loss makes it a bit lighter.

~Theresa Lark, Pipeline Editor

Geoffrey Seidlein
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The case of White Creek in Sanilac County re-
quired a jury trial.  A landowner was vehemently 
against the drain project and, toward the end of con-
struction, sued the Drainage District and Jim Bower-
man personally for damage to his pond.  I was slated 
to testify in the suit.

Geoff questioned me as his expert witness.  Pres-
ent in the courtroom were the contractor, John Nicol 
of Nicol and Sons, Inc., his parents, Jim Bowerman, 
the landowners and plaintiff, their attorney, the 
judge and jury.  

The plaintiff had earlier offered to settle for 
$10,000.  Geoff recommended accepting the settle-
ment, saying that expert witness from me was a 
good reason to settle.  Jim Bowerman declined, de-
termined to defeat the accusations and banking on 
Geoff and me.

During trial, Geoff asked me about the land and 
its location on maps.  Geoff and I were looking at 
the maps from different directions, as Geoff and the 
maps were facing me.  When Geoff asked which side 
the property was on, I answered the question from 
Geoff’s point of view, thinking “Geoff’s Left” and not 
my own.  Geoff wanted the answer from my point 
of view thinking “Darwin’s Right.”  In his charac-
teristic fashion, Geoff calmly excused himself to the 
Judge and jury, and announced that he needed a few 
minutes to instruct his “expert” witness as to which 
hand was his left and which was his right.  At this, 
the whole courtroom burst into laughter, Judge, jury 
and me, too!

That loosened everyone up.  I completed my tes-
timony and the jury deliberated on the verdict.  In a 
short time, the jury came back with a decision favor-
ing the District and Jim Bowerman, awarding legal 
and consultation fees to the defendant.

Geoff had a unique ability to explain technical 
issues simply so that others could understand.  His 
comedic timing was impeccable and helped people 
to relax and listen comfortably.  His command of his 
subject was comforting; everyone who heard his dis-
course could count on the accuracy of the content.  
Geoff Seidlein was a precious soul.  He had a tender 
heart.  He brought unity and compassion into the 
court room.

During lunch at the same trial, the plaintiff’s 
attorney jokingly suggested that the owners would 
settle if they could hang the engineer from a nearby 
bridge by his ankles.  Laughing, Jim Bowerman sug-
gested he might settle just to see that.  Geoff offered 
to drive me to the event.

 Darwin McLeod

Geoffrey Seidlein

Geoff Seidlein with Darwin McLeod; Darwin gracefully endured 
Geoff’s persistent skewering.  Geoff tracked down the Pipeline pho-
tographer at the 2007 Summer Conference to capture this moment 
between friends.
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by Greg Minshall, P.E., Fitzgerald Henne & Associates

 Section 280.221 requires that “the commissioner… shall 
for all drains having an estimated cost exceeding $5,000.00, 
advertise for sealed proposals, to be opened on the day of let-
ting.”  This provision of the Drain Code, similar to provisions 
found in many public works requirements, is intended to 
provide for fairness and integrity in the selection of contrac-
tors for larger projects.  Advertising, receiving sealed propos-
als and opening them publicly is an “arm’s length” process 
that allows multiple qualified contractors to bid on a project, 
while encouraging competition and value to the drainage 
district.

Designing Bids for Project Success
The bid process starts with careful preparation of design 

drawings and specifications.  The designer must keep in mind 
that the intent of these documents is to communicate clearly 
what the Owner wishes to be constructed.  Meticulous at-
tention to this first step ensures that the bidders all have the 
same information and that the completed project will reflect 
the Owner’s wishes.

While preparing the drawings and specifications, the 
Owner and designer must decide whether to ask for a lump 
sum bid or a unit price.  A lump sum (single price) bid is 
appropriate where all the elements of the project are clearly 
defined and not likely to change.  Unit price is recommended 
when individual items may vary, because it allows for the ad-
dition or deletion of items or adjustment to lengths of pipe 
to meet field conditions.

For a unit price bid, the designer must prepare a quan-
tity “take-off” list that accurately reflects work items, such as 

number and size of manholes, length of pipe by size and ma-
terial, and restoration items.  Along with quantities, a com-
plete written description of each item and how it will be mea-
sured must be included.  Bidders need to know, for example, 
if they will be paid separately for removal of existing items, 
backfill and restoration, or if those activities are included in 
the unit price for new construction. 

There are several forms that may comprise the bidding 
documents: the Advertisement or Invitation, Instructions to 
Bidders, the Bid Form, Bidder Qualification Information (if 
required), Bid Security requirements, and identification of 
available information such as geotechnical reports, drawings 
of existing facilities, easements or environmental reports.  

Standardized forms for all of the above are available from 
several sources.  The use of such forms is recommended; one 
commonly used source is the Engineers Joint Contract Docu-
ments Committee (EJCDC).  It is acceptable to require a de-
posit for bid documents that is refunded if sets are returned 
in usable condition after the bid opening.  Consult your legal 
counsel for any specific legal requirements.  

Encouraging Bid Participation
Once bid packages are complete, reviewed and checked, 

it is time to advertise.  The Drain Code has advertising re-
quirements, such as “a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county…or in the area where drain improvement is con-
templated.”  There are also more widely circulated construc-
tion publications and plan rooms that can be used to increase 
the exposure and, ultimately, the number of bidders.  

The Advertisement, Invitation and Instructions to Bid-
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ders should include directions regarding the handling of 
questions that will inevitably arise during bid preparation.  
If answers or clarifications affect more than one bidder, an 
Addendum should be issued to all plan holders (including 
plan rooms) and all bidders must acknowledge its receipt.  
Instructions to Bidders often specify a closing date for ques-
tions, usually three to five days prior to the Bid Opening.  
Questions must be submitted before the closing date to al-
low for an addendum to be issued.  The advised method for 
handling questions is to hold a Mandatory Pre-bid Confer-
ence where written clarifications to all questions received are 
provided.  The Pre-Bid Conference should be held seven to 
ten days prior to the Bid Opening. 

Opening Day…
When preparing the Advertisement or Invitation, consid-

er potential conflicts of the bid opening date.  For example: 
avoid major statewide bid letting dates, such as those held 
by the Michigan Department of Transportation.  Mondays, 
the day after a holiday, and early morning deadlines should 
all be avoided.  Allowing adequate time for the contractor to 
prepare a bid is also recommended; generally, two to four 
weeks are sufficient, depending on the complexity of the 
project. The bid opening should be conducted at a public 
place, such as the Owner’s office or Township Hall where the 
drain is located.  

At the time and place for the Bid Opening, it is crucial 
to assure that there is no dispute on the official time.  Even 
though most people now carry cell phones with the electron-
ically synchronized time, announcing the time at five min-
utes and one minute prior to opening is still recommended 
as a service to those bidders present and working on their 
bid up to the last minute.  Date and time stamp the delivery 
envelope of bids as they are received and save the envelopes 
as part of the bid record.  Late bids should not be accepted 
or opened; late bids should be returned and treated as if they 
had not been received.  This maintains the integrity of the 
process and removes from the Owner or Engineer the respon-
sibility of trying to determine if the reason for being late is 
justified.

When opening the bids, first check to ascertain that:
•	 It	is	properly	signed
•	 Addenda	are	acknowledged
•	 Bid	security	is	included
•	 There	are	no	obvious	irregularities	(items	left	out)
•	 Other	requirements	such	as	qualifications,	subcon-

tractor listing
Then read the bidder’s name and total bid out loud, 

along with any alternatives.  It is generally not advisable to 
comment or answer questions until the Owner or Engineer 
has reviewed, checked for errors, and tabulated the bid.  The 
bid tabulation should be promptly prepared and made avail-
able to all bidders.

 THe 
COMPETITIvE 
  bIDDING 
   ProceSS
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Evaluation
The bid evaluation process is an important step that is 

sometimes overlooked.  Is the low bidder a responsive, re-
sponsible bidder?  Is all the required documentation pro-
vided?  Do references check out?  Are there errors in the bid?  
Minor errors may be corrected, if the process has been clearly 
indicated in the Instructions (i.e., unit prices prevail over the 
extension thereof).  In the case of an honest mistake and 
upon the bidder’s request, the Owner may allow withdrawal 
of the bid and award the contract to the next responsible bid-
der.

When evaluating a bid, remember:  low is not necessarily 
a good thing.  Bids that are too low could present problems 
if the contractor hasn’t built in sufficient cost to complete 

the project.  Investigate bids that are significantly lower than 
the estimate.  Look also for unbalanced bids, bids that have 
significantly higher prices in the initial work items than other 
bidders.  Rejecting a low bid should only be done when the 
Owner believes it is in the best interest of the drainage dis-
trict, based on the recommendation of the Engineer and legal 
counsel.

Remember, it is in everyone’s best interest to have a fair, 
clearly defined bidding process.  The goal is to produce a mu-
tually beneficial project…the Owner gets the best value, the 
bidders have an opportunity for a fair price, and projects pro-
ceed with minimal delays.

About the Author: This article on the 
competitive bid process was provided 
by Gregory L. Minshall, P.E., president 
of Fitzgerald Henne & Associates, Inc., 
a multi-discipline engineering firm 
based in Lansing, MI.  Mr. Minshall has 
over 30 years experience in civil engi-
neering and is considered by his peers 
to be an expert on the Drain Code.  If 
you would like additional information 
on the competitive bid process or access to the resources men-
tioned in this article please contact Mr. Minshall at Fitzgerald 
Henne & Associates, Inc. (517) 887-1100. 
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M A C D C  E v E N T  C A l E N D A R

August 13-15, 2008
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Boyne Mountain, Boyne Falls

August 17-19, 2008
Michigan Association of Counties 

Annual Conference
Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth, Michigan

February 8-10, 2009 
Michigan Association of Counties

Legislative Conference
Holiday Inn - South, Lansing, Michigan

February 18-20, 2009
MACDC Annual Winter Conference

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 8-10, 2009
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

February 17-19, 2010
MACDC Annual Winter Conference

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 14-16, 2010
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Boyne Mountain, Boyne Falls

February 16-18, 2011
MACDC Annual Winter Conference

Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 13-15, 2011
MACDC Annual Summer Conference

Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

Editor’s Note:  to place your event on this calendar, contact us at 517.484.9761
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By Elan Lipschitz, Land Protection Specialist, Little Forks Conser-
vancy

Editor’s Note:  This project was recognized in 2008 with 
MACDC’s Innovation and Excellence Award.

When the Little Forks Conservancy acquired the Averill 
Preserve from the Midland Area Community Foundation in 
2003, immediate action was clearly needed to repair the ero-
sion along the L&B County Drain.  The final 1,500 feet of 
this small waterway dissects the preserve.  L&B collects water 
from a small watershed before flowing to the Tittabawassee 
River, and plays an important role in the river’s water quality.  
The site is also highly visible to users of the Pere Marquette 
Rail-Trail.

l&b DRAIN

Bank stabilization blocks installed.
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Erosion of the L&B Drain resulted from a subsurface clay 
tile that broke under the pressure of increased flows as the 
surrounding area was developed.  Worsening erosion over 
the course of many years increased the amount of sediment 
entering the river.  To resolve this problem, the Little Forks 
Conservancy wanted to create an innovative solution to re-
pair and restore this damaged ecosystem.  They realized it 
would take a collaboration of local organizations to plan and 
to obtain funds for this project.  The Conservancy first dis-
cussed options with Midland County Drain Commissioner 
Doug Enos.

The Midland Area Community Foundation provided the 
first funding to complete a preliminary design and the neces-
sary survey for the project.  Little Forks Conservancy hired 
Rowe Engineering to assist.  Robert Haneline, project manag-
er and Brett Schwenke, wetland consultant, provided techni-
cal expertise. The survey determined elevations and wetland 
boundaries in the project area.

Team Approach to Design
The next step was to involve local stakeholders includ-

ing:  Jim Malek, Friends of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail; Will 
Sears, District Conservationist from the USDA Natural Re-
source and Conservation Service; Paul Pounders, Director of 
the Midland County Parks and Recreation Department; Doug 

Enos, Midland County Drain Commissioner; and The Little 
Forks Conservancy staff and Board members. 

These stakeholders participated in a design charette, fa-
cilitated by Rowe Engineering, to gather ideas and informa-
tion to create an innovative solution to the environmental is-
sues of the L&B Drain.  Local stakeholders provided valuable 
input that shaped the project design.  The charette produced 
a natural design using non-traditional material that was sen-
sitive to the site ecology.

With design complete, the challenge of funding the 
project remained.  While the L&B Drain is a County drain, 
its course runs almost entirely on the Conservancy’s Averill 
Preserve.  Rather than using the Drainage District’s limited 
funds, the Conservancy sought outside funding.  Several op-
tions were explored and the Conservancy applied for grants 
from the Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network and 
Great Lake Commission.  Both grant applications were suc-
cessful.  These grants, together with funding from USFWS 
Partners for Wildlife Program and a private donor, brought 
in over $100,000 to complete this project.

 Installation Handled With Care
The project called for erosion repair and wetland en-

hancement.  In the upper portion of the waterway, damaged 
tile was removed and an open drain channel was created.  
This involved some excavation; the project contractor, Gerace 

Turf reinforcing mats line the L&B Drain channel.
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Construction, used care to work around existing trees and 
limit affects to existing vegetation.  The contractor’s vigilance 
reduced planting costs.

An energy dissipater was installed to reduce the velocity 
of water as it enters the property during peak flows and mini-
mize impacts on the banks.  Turf reinforcement matting was 
installed to stabilize the banks of the newly created channel.  
The matting was chosen because it allows vegetation to grow 
through it. 

One project goal was to enhance an existing wetland area 
where the upper portion of the drain discharges.  A weir was 
installed in the channel to increase water retention in the 
wetland and expand the area subject to seasonal saturation.  
The enlarged wetland will filter sediment before the water 
flows to the Tittabawassee River.   

One of the greatest challenges was stabilizing the lower 
portion of the drain where it meets the Tittabawassee River.  
An innovative technique was implemented using open- and 
closed-cell cable concrete blocks.  These blocks were used to 
stabilize the highly eroded banks.  Over time, sediment will 
fill the spaces between the blocks and they will be barely no-
ticeable.

Erosion control measures in place.
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Reinforcement installed at channel crossing.

Finishing Touches for Averill Preserve
After the major construction was completed, the Conser-

vancy focused on replanting with native vegetation.  Karen 
Breternitz at Chippewa Nature Center helped the Conser-
vancy to obtain plant stock from Wildtype Nursery, a firm 
that specializes in native Michigan genotype vegetation.  
Ms. Breternitz assisted in selecting plants that represent na-
tive vegetation for the area and also stabilize erosion.  The 
Conservancy enlisted the help of volunteers and Wild Ones – 
Midland Chapter to plant over 1,000 plugs.  Plants included 
native grasses such as big and little bluestem, blue flag iris 
and other wildflowers.

The design decreased water velocity, reduced sediment 
entering the Tittabawassee River, improved the aesthetics of 
the site, repaired erosion and enhanced the existing wetland.  
In addition, the project can be used as an educational site for 
erosion control techniques.

Since project completion, the Averill Preserve has been 
the focus of several Conservancy field trips.  The wetland area 
has more wildlife, including several species of turtles and 
frogs.  Vegetation is growing out of the open cell cable con-
crete blocks and turf reinforcement matting.  This project has 
restored an integral part of a nature preserve that benefits the 
water quality and wildlife habitat of the area.
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A bipartisan agreement reached this summer establishes 
important protections for the Great Lakes watershed.  A pack-
age of bills making water conservation integral to the state’s 
water stewardship efforts passed both houses of the Michigan 
Legislature on June 25, 2008.  The legislation sets standards 
for sustainable water use within state borders.  The bills in-
clude Michigan’s ratification of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
River Basin Water Resources Compact, a multi-state agree-
ment to protect Great Lakes waters from large-scale with-
drawals and diversions.

The Compact, proposed under the Great Lakes Charter 
Annex Implementing Agreement, was signed in December 
2005 by the Governors and Premiers of the eight states and 
two provinces that border the Great Lakes.  Each state agreed 
to seek ratification of the Compact through the legislative 
process.  House Great Lakes and Environment Committee 
Chair Rebekah Warren (D-Ann Arbor) and Senate Natural 
Resources and Environmental Affairs Chair Patty Birkholz 
(R-Saugatuck) announced an agreement on the 12-bill pack-
age that seeks to balance water resource protection with com-
mercial use.

Michigan Leads in Implementation
“While some other states have simply passed the com-

pact, Michigan is leading the way by developing and approv-
ing its own specialized science-based water management 
system,” said Senator Birkholz.  Michigan’s version of the 
Compact ratification was tie-barred with legislation that re-
quires new users to utilize a GIS integrated water assessment 
tool to calculate whether their proposed water use would ad-
versely affect ground or surface water in the area.

 “To our knowledge, no other state in the country is us-
ing science to protect water resources in this way and no state 
has protected as much of their water resources as we are do-
ing with these laws,” said James Clift of the Michigan Envi-
ronmental Council.  While Michigan is the seventh of eight 
states (Pennsylvania has yet to ratify) to adopt the Compact, 
Michigan is the first state to adopt all of the related imple-
mentation measures required under the Compact.

Compromise Key to Passage
Environmental groups supported the bill package, yet 

expressed intention to revisit some areas of compromise, 
including allowable stream flow reductions (see “Notable 
Provisions” sidebar) and placing groundwater in public 
trust.  “The legislature failed to strengthen our important 
public trust protections, which affirm that water is a public 
resource that belongs to Michiganders and not to corpo-
rations or profit-takers,” said Cyndi Roper of Clean Water 
Action.

Current governmental ownership (i.e., public trust) 
applies to navigable waterways, which are, by definition, 
surface water.  Environmental groups, together with former 
Governors William Milliken and James Blanchard, had 
wanted groundwater included in public trust.  Organiza-
tions representing business interests opposed the expan-
sion, viewing it as an erosion of property rights.  Represen-
tative Warren said compromise on that point was balanced 
by provisions allowing public input through water user 
committees and the Groundwater Conservation Advisory 
Committee.

The agreement contained more stringent permitting 
thresholds than originally proposed in the Republican-
controlled Senate.  Business organizations had supported 
the original Senate version, but were pleased with the cer-
tainty provided by the compromise.  “We’re supportive of 
the package, mostly to lock in the conversation we’ve had 
for six years,” said Mike Johnston of the Michigan Manu-
facturers Association.

The legislation is supported by MDEQ and endorsed 
by Great Lakes, Great Michigan, a coalition of more than 
70 civic, environmental, business and sporting organiza-
tions.  “We found a place where the largest environmental 
and conservation organizations and the Chamber (Michi-
gan Chamber of Commerce) and the Manufacturers Asso-
ciation can all agree,” said Representative Warren.  The bills 
were presented to the Governor’s Office on June 30, 2008.  
Governor Granholm is expected to sign the bills into law.

New Protection for 

Great Lakes Waters
“A defining moment in Michigan history,” says Governor Jennifer Granholm
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•	 Enacts	the	Great	Lakes	Water	Resources	Compact	that	
bans diversions, with very limited and strictly regu-
lated exceptions, from Michigan waters; in those lim-
ited circumstances where a diversion proposal can be 
brought forward for regional review, each Great Lakes 
Governor has veto power based on criteria outlined in 
the compact.

	•	 Requires	permits	for	withdrawals	exceeding	five	mil-
lion gallons per day (gpd) from the Great Lakes, two 
million gpd from inland lakes or groundwater, with 
a further restriction to one million gpd in certain 
sensitive regions.

•	 Provides	that	no	one	may	create	an	adverse	resource	
impact from a new or increased removal of 100,000 
gpd, including removal of groundwater.

•	 Adopts	 stream	 impairment	 measures	 that	 limit	 re-
ductions to no more than 20% of the flow in a 
cold-water stream and no more than 25% in other 
streams.

Notable Provisions of the
GREAT LAKES—ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BASIN WATER RESOURCES 

COMPACT RATIFICATION and Supplemental Legislation*

The Final Hurdle
The U.S. Congress must ultimately give its consent for 

the agreement to take effect, a process that may prove dif-
ficult.  Governor Granholm has urged Michigan’s Congres-
sional Delegation to work with their colleagues from the 
region to ensure the Compact is quickly ratified after final 
action is taken by all the Great Lakes states.

•	 Contains	additional	protections	for	thermally	sensi-
tive trout streams – requires state approval for water 
withdrawals if fish in coldwater streams are reduced 
by 3% or more.

•	 Water	 bottling	 plants	 must	 obtain	 permits	 to	 use	
more than 200,000 gallons per day and permit fee 
increased to $5,000; water packaged in containers of 
5.7 gallons or less can be transported outside the basin 
without being deemed a diversion of Great Lakes water.

•	 Continually	ensures	that	the	best	scientific	data	are	
utilized to assess the impact of water withdrawals on 
both groundwater and surface water.

*SB 0212 (lead bill ratifying the Compact), together with SB 
0723, SB 0727, SB 0858, SB 0859, SB 0860, HB 5065, HB 
5066, HB 5067, HB 5069, HB 5073, and HB 4343.

This submission compiled by Theresa Lark, Editor.  
Sources:
Gongwer Michigan Report, June 23, 2008 (#121, vol. 47)
MIRS Capitol Capsule, June 23, June 24 and, June 25, 2008
http://www.mecprotects.org/pr06_23_08.htm, June 30, 2008
http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,1607,7-192--195017--,00.html 
June 30, 2008



The city of Ann Arbor in Washtenaw County is a rain 
garden-friendly kind of town.  Pedestrian-oriented, culturally 
active, and environmentally aware, the city is loaded with 
parks and open areas.  Many residents choose to plant native 
perennials and grasses in their front yards, defying the tradi-
tional turf grass of the typical American yard. 

While the city is brimming with historic high-density 
neighborhoods and a front porch culture, little land is devot-
ed to water detention.  One such neighborhood is built over 
underground piping along the original channel of the Allen’s 
Creek Watershed.  Allen’s Creek flows to the Huron River, a 
drinking water source, recreation resource, and aquatic habi-
tat in Southeast Michigan.  Further, the River empties into 
Lake Erie, the shallowest of the Great Lakes.  Ongoing pollu-
tion problems in Allen’s Creek, including sediment and the 
highest concentration of phosphorus of any creek or stream 
in the Middle Huron area, were contributing to poor water 
quality in the Huron River.

To address these pollution problems, the Washtenaw 
County Drain Commissioner’s office (WCDC) proposed rain 
gardens for this particular neighborhood of eager gardeners.  
From 2005 to the present, the WCDC helped forty property 
owners install site-specific rain gardens with a 319 grant from 
the Department of Environmental Quality and some city 
funding.  Twenty additional gardens are planned.  Along the 
way, WCDC staff learned how to create a successful munici-
pal rain garden program for easy replication elsewhere.

TMDL REDuCTION uSING RAIN GARDENS
Most of the five and one half square mile Allen’s Creek 

Watershed is comprised of high-density residential neighbor-
hoods.  Ninety-five percent of the original channel is now 
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AllEN’S CREEk WATERSHED
From County Program to Owner-Supported In Three Years

Rain Gardens Grow in the 

By Harry Sheehan and Janis Das



piped.  Many buildings have been erected within and adja-
cent to the floodplain.  To improve water quality in the Hu-
ron River, the county has a goal of reducing the Total Maxi-
mum Daily Loads (TDML) of phosphorus by 50%.  WCDC 
staff realized the phosphorus goal could be achieved either 
through detention and treatment of flow within the system 
or via source control.  As the watershed is virtually built out, 
very few detention opportunities exist. 

Rain gardens, or shallow land depressions that capture 
the first flush of stormwater runoff, were a good alternative to 
detention for the Allen’s Creek Watershed. They offer source 
control that retains stormwater from the smaller and more 
frequent precipitation events – the first flush storms, or the 
runoff from the half-inch rain event. In southeast Michigan, 
nearly eighty five percent of all twenty-four hour events are 
less than half-inch events.  Rain gardens reduce nutrient 
loads to surface water, contribute to groundwater recharge, 
and improve habitat.  Since native plants are best adapted to 
absorb and infiltrate stormwater, rain gardens with natives 
seemed like a good fit with the local environmentally-aware 
gardeners.

DIGGING IN
After the Washtenaw County Rain Garden Program was 

advertised through local media, nearly one hundred respon-
dents expressed interest.  The WCDC provided professional 
design services and construction materials to homeowners in 
2005 and 2006.  Materials included topsoil, mulch, drain-
pipes, and native plants.  WCDC staff also offered technical 
assistance during the construction phase.

The WCDC chose properties based on soils porosity, 
safe overflow, sufficient space, ease in routing roof water, and 
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Examples of Allen’s Creek Watershed Rain Gardens



appropriate slope.  Selected participants received a copy of 
Rain Gardens: A Household Way to Improve Water Quality 
in Your Community, a publication of the University of Wis-
consin-Extension and the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.

InSite Design Studio, Inc., a landscape architecture firm 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, was hired to design the individual 
rain gardens.  The landscape architects created twenty-one 
site-specific designs, nineteen of which were installed.  The 
firm provided the following services:  education regarding 
plant species and maintenance, a site assessment, location 
of the garden, size of the garden relative to the contributing 
area based on first flush calculations, and property owners’ 
visual preferences.

The landscape architect created grading, layout and 
planting plans for each property owner with plants native to 
southeast Michigan.  The plans conformed to the first flush 
requirement of the Washtenaw County stormwater stan-
dards.  Annually, the first flush event is over 70% of runoff by 
volume.  Retention of these events mimics the hydrological 
role of forests and prairies in absorbing rainfall and allowing 
percolation into the subsoil.
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The designer provided design revisions as needed, created 
a construction manual, and offered guidance for ongoing rain 
garden maintenance.  The WCDC provided plant material and 
technical assistance during installation. The property owner 
was responsible for installation, planting and maintenance.

STEPS TO LOCAL INDEPENDENCE
The next challenge for the WCDC was how to make the 

rain garden program self-sustaining after grant funding was 
exhausted.  The WCDC continued to provide guidance for 
the project under Washtenaw County’s Stormwater Phase 
II budget for 2006-2009, but relied on more support from 
property owners.  Plant and material costs were transferred 
from the County to the property owner.  Staff and consul-
tant resources were minimized to emphasize the role of the 
property owners.  In doing so, the program cost less and ful-
filled both public involvement and public education permit 
requirements. 

Another change was sizing the gardens to capture one-
fifth of the contributing roof area in a garden with a three-
inch depth rather than repeating volume calculations.  The 
design services of the landscape architect were reduced in 
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2006 and 2007, providing only site assessment, garden de-
sign and native plant education.

In 2007, non-native plants were incorporated into de-
signs to appeal to a broad spectrum of visual preferences.  The 
landscape architects suggested only non-invasive non-natives 
to participants.  In the end, 64% of participants chose to only 
use local native plants, 27% chose to incorporate some na-
tive cultivars and 9% chose to incorporate some non-native 
plants.

The WCDC purchased plants from local native plant 
nurseries and distributed them to the participants in the first 
phase of the project.  Plant availability proved to be a chal-
lenge.  In 2005, a large number of plants were unavailable 
from the nurseries when the time came to plant the gardens.  
Over the next two years, the plants were grown under con-
tract, giving nurseries several months to grow specific species 
from seed. 

LESSONS FROM THE GROuND uP
The program was evaluated based on surveys of the par-

ticipants and one-on-one interviews. All but one gardener 
completed the pre-construction and post-construction sur-
veys; fourteen participants were interviewed. 

Results of the survey have shown that the level of concern 
for river water quality has risen 56% among participants after 
the project.  Similarly, a level of concern for stormwater pol-
lution has risen 44%.  Although 89% said they were experi-
enced with gardening prior to the project, none said they had 
experience with rain gardens. 

26 Vol 17, No. 2

Examples of Allen’s Creek Watershed Rain Gardens



Second Quarter 2008 27

One hundred percent of those interviewed had received 
positive comments about the gardens from neighbors and 
friends, and recommended the County’s project to others 
with enthusiasm.  Despite an average of 38 hours of work 
invested by property owners, all participants said they would 
happily do it again and felt competent to install another rain 
garden.

The total volume of storage designed for the original 
nineteen gardens constructed was 3,107 CF.  The intent was 
to capture first flush runoff from the equivalent of one acre of 
parking lot; the gardens constructed capture first flush runoff 
for the equivalent of 1.8 acres of parking lot.  The intent was 
to average 86 cubic feet of storage per garden; the constructed 
average was 164 CF.

The project sites included a variety of soil types.  Gardens 
with well-drained organic soils required no amendments and 
absorbed rainwater almost immediately after a storm event.  
Many gardens infiltrated well prior to plant installation.  Gar-
dens on properties with heavy clay soils were amended with 
imported topsoil.  In the first growing season after plant-
ing, one of these gardens infiltrated stormwater only after 
24 hours following a storm event.  Later in the first growing 
season, the same garden was absorbing/infiltrating within 
12 hours.  In the next year, that time was reduced to about 
8 hours due to the role of the mature plant material.  The 
surveys reported that the rain gardens’ infiltration rates vary 
from 15 minutes to 12 hours; however most infiltrate within 
3 hours.  In 2006-07, participants were encouraged to amend 
their soils with compost.

Rain Garden 
Construction Tips
1. The objective of a rain garden is to capture the first 

1/2” of runoff from a rooftop or driveway. A rain gar-
den should be about a fifth of the size of the rooftop 
or paved area draining to it and be deep enough to 
pool 3” of water. For instance, if you have 500 square 
feet of rooftop draining to a downspout, the garden 
should be 100 square feet (10x10) and 3” deep.

2. Rain gardens are intended to infiltrate rainwater to 
the ground, not into your basement. Gardens should 
be located downhill and at least 15 feet away from 
your foundation (and your neighbor’s!)

3. Rain gardens are designed to overflow during heavy 
rains. Make sure it will spill over to a safe distance 
from sidewalks, property lines or retaining walls.

4. The water in your garden should infiltrate into the 
soil within 24 hours of a rain. To test your soil, dig 
a hole 18” deep and fill it with water. Let the hole 
drain once, and then refill it. As the hole drains for 
the 2nd time, time how long it takes. If it takes more 
than 24 hours, hire a landscape contractor.

5. Chronically wet locations are not well suited for rain 
gardens since they don’t infiltrate well. Native wet-
land plants such as ferns, iris, milkweed, and blazing 
star, will help absorb water in these locations. 

6. Add topsoil and compost, if needed. Use your judg-
ment as you would for any perennial garden. Good 
soil and compost make all plants happy. Always 
mulch to reduce weeds and evaporation during dry 
weather.

7.  If you direct downspout water to the garden via pipe, 
have it surface above the 3” pool so water and de-
caying material don’t clog the pipe. This may mean 
digging your garden deeper. However, you may have 
enough slope to have it enter the rain garden on the 
uphill side, yet still be above the 3 inch pool. 

8. Expect to pay $2/square foot if you do it all yourself, 
$5-8 if you hire a landscaper to dig, $15 if you hire 
out the design and construction. Prices vary widely.

9. Expect to water regularly for the first season to re-
duce mortality and speed root development. After 
the first year, native plants need only be watered dur-
ing very dry weather. Weeding is also most critical 
in the first season or two. After that, weed should 
compete poorly and will likely appear at the edges.



Based on project costs, these rain gardens were a much 
more expensive option than stormwater detention basins.  
The cubic foot of storage cost for these rain gardens, dry de-
tention basins and wet detention ponds are $20.06, $1.81 
and $2.85, respectively.  However, cost estimates for storm-
water basins assume that space is available for on-site deten-
tion.  In areas like Allen’s Creek and other historic neighbor-
hoods, stormwater basin space is limited.  Staff time was 34 
hours per garden in 2005, 24 hours per garden in 2006 and 
22 hours per garden in 2007. Consultants spent 15 hours per 
garden in 2005, and 12 hours per garden in 2006-07. 

By relying more on property owners’ resources and less 
on County staff and consultants, the cost in 2007 dropped 
to $8.62 per cubic foot. With growing familiarity, this figure 
could drop to $3.00-5.00 per cubic foot for those who do all 
the work themselves. 

GROWING INDEPENDENCE
The WCDC began educating property owners to create 

their own rain gardens.  The county created a website as an al-
ternative to a rain garden construction handbook.  The web-
site shows specific gardens through photo tours and includes 
stormwater calculations, planting plans and plant lists. 

In 2007, the City of Ann Arbor instituted a stormwater 
utility rate structure that provides credits for the residential 
rain gardens.  This is expected to increase interest as residents 
seek to reduce their stormwater fee.  In addition, workshops 
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are planned targeting property owners, landscape design/
build firms and other parties of interest. 

The future of the program is to expand from the “early 
adopters” (those with enthusiasm to try new methods or 
products) into the mainstream, and to make rain gardens 
an acceptable and recognized landscape feature.  With the 
help of eager gardeners, the Washtenaw County Rain Garden 
Project initiated small-scale stormwater solutions that can be 
easily replicated. 
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The Superior Watershed Partnership
Watershed Planning Blends with Economic Development

By Carl Lindquist, Executive Director, Superior Watershed Partnership

A couple of years ago, the Central Lake Superior Watershed Partnership shortened its name to 
the Superior Watershed Partnership (SWP).  There were several reasons for the name change, but 
the new name is still a bit of a misnomer:  because the SWP serves the entire Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan, its projects also benefit Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, along with Lake Superior.  

SWP is a true regional partnership, working with literally hundreds of organizations, includ-
ing units of government, schools, churches, foundations, agencies and Drain Commissioners.  
SWP uses the watershed approach in almost everything it does, including:  water quality protec-
tion, habitat restoration, public education, pollution prevention, land use planning, sustainable 
economic development and numerous Great Lakes issues.
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SWP may be best known for its watershed planning and 
watershed restoration projects. Over the years, SWP has de-
veloped numerous comprehensive watershed management 
plans, including plans for urban watersheds and rural wa-
tersheds.  Recent SWP plans approved by the DEQ and EPA 
include the Salmon Trout River Watershed Plan and the Two 
Hearted River Watershed Plan.  These plans help identify ex-
isting and potential threats to the watershed and often lead 
to restoration projects.  Over the last decade, the SWP has im-
plemented many high-profile watershed restoration projects, 
including dam removals, large-scale erosion control projects, 
bridge and culvert installations, stormwater management sys-
tems, and innovative stream restoration projects.

SWP is a regional leader in Great Lakes protection.  The 
Partnership has received state, national and international ac-
colades, including the coveted SOLEC award from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the US/Canadian Stewardship 
Award from the Bi-National Forum, and the Michigan Water-
shed Project of the Year Award.  How does a medium-sized 
non-profit organization have such an impact?  In a word:  
people!

Volunteers Power Partnership
The SWP has a dedicated staff of resource and plan-

ning professionals that nearly doubles during the summer 
months.  Still, our most valuable people are, without a doubt, 
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the many SWP volunteers.  The SWP works with over twenty 
citizen watershed councils throughout the Upper Peninsula, 
including communities in Marquette, St. Ignace, and the Ke-
weenaw Peninsula.  These dedicated volunteers have adopted 
the watersheds they live in and serve as our eyes and ears 
to monitor local watershed health.  The SWP provides the 
councils with technical, educational and limited financial as-
sistance.  The councils are big and small, new and old, but 
all of them are vital in helping SWP to protect and restore 
regional watersheds.

The SWP also works with the Earth Keepers, a network 
of over 150 churches and ten different faiths.  The Earth 
Keepers represent approximately two-thirds of the regional 
population; they have helped the SWP set several national 
pollution prevention records.  Most recently, SWP worked 
with Earth Keeper churches on an energy conservation and 
climate change initiative that reduced the carbon footprint of 
Upper Peninsula residents by over 3 million pounds.  Other 
SWP Earth Keeper programs have collected over 300 tons of 
electronics, 45 tons of household hazardous waste and more 
than a ton of medications.

Perhaps the most important audience that the SWP 
works with is youth.  Each year, SWP works with regional 
grade schools, high schools and universities to provide a va-
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riety of educational programs and field trips.  These activities 
demonstrate the connection between small watersheds and 
protecting the Great Lakes.  In addition, SWP has a grow-
ing summer youth conservation program patterned after the 
CCC.  The program provides teens with an opportunity to 
make money, protect the environment, and develop a good 
work ethic.  SWP is working with Michigan corporations, 
community foundations and tribes to expand the youth con-
servation program and provide more opportunities for Up-
per Peninsula teens. 

Great Waters
Recently, the SWP began working in the area of sustain-

able economic development.  Partnering with Northern Ini-
tiatives, SWP has helped to develop a five-county program 
to promote nature tourism.  The five counties are located in 
the eastern U.P. where Huron, Michigan and Superior come 
together to create the region known as The Great Waters. The 
program, also called Great Waters (www.greatwaters.net), as-
sists local businesses in conserving resources and involves 
locals and visitors in protecting the very watersheds they so 
love to visit.

Great Waters has three driving trails, one for each of the 
nearby Great Lakes (Superior, Huron and Michigan), that 
highlight natural and cultural destinations.  The Partnership 
encourages anyone who crosses a river or stream in the Up-
per Peninsula to record their observations with photos and a 
few notes about stream condition, and submit them as part 
of a “field inventory.”  SWP collects the data and looks for 
problems that may be developing.

Regional Identity Supports Partnership
Although the Superior Watershed Partnership covers 15 

counties, 150 sub-watersheds, and portions of three Great 
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Lakes watersheds, it seems to be just the right size.  Not too 
big, not too small.  With offices centrally located in Mar-
quette, SWP staff can make a site visit or attend a meeting 
anywhere in the Upper Peninsula and be back the same day.  
People seem to appreciate the fact that the SWP is located 
in the Upper Peninsula and works only in the Upper Pen-
insula.  People are also starting to understand that activities 
in a small, local watershed also affect the surrounding Great 
Lakes.  These same people make up the Superior Watershed 
Partnership!

Note: For over a decade, Marquette County Drain Com-
missioner Mike Farrell has served on the Executive Commit-
tee of the Superior Watershed Partnership and helped guide 
its growth and accomplishments.  Mr. Farrell is currently the 
SWP Board Chair. 

For more information about the Superior Watershed 
Partnership programs and activities, call 906-228-6095 or 
visit www.superiorwatersheds.org.
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A S S O C I AT E  M E M b E R  N E W S
Driesenga & Associates, Inc. Welcomes 
New Employees

 Driesenga & 
Associates, Inc re-
cently welcomed 
William Goode to 
their growing en-
gineering firm. Mr. 
Goode will be fill-
ing the position of 
Senior Engineer-
ing Technician in 
the Construction 
Materials Testing 
and Inspection de-
partment. 
  Also join-
ing the firm are: 
Robert Huff, fill-
ing the position 

of Senior Engineering Technician in the firm’s Construction 
Materials Testing & Inspection department; Chris Lage, an 
Engineering Technician in the firm’s Construction Materials 
Testing & Inspection department; and Rick Gill, Group Man-
ager in the firm’s Construction Materials Testing & Inspection 
department. 

Prein&Newhof Officer Finishes 
Career as Engineer of the Year
 P&N Corporate Secretary Mi-
chael Bergstrom, P.E, retired in 2008, 
ending a 34-year career of service at 
Prein&Newhof. In recognition of his 
career, Mike was named 2008 Engineer 
of the Year by the Michigan Society of 
Professional Engineers.

 The award recognizes Mike’s “Outstanding leadership, 
achievements and contributions to engineering, profes-
sionalism, the community and MSPE,” wrote MSPE Presi-
dent Michael Nielsen, P.E. Mike’s focus was on stormwater 
management, but his municipal engineering experience also 
included water supply, wastewater collection and treatment 
projects, streets, and site development. 
 For the past decade, Mike also served as Corporate Sec-
retary at Prein&Newhof, overseeing Human Resources and 
other Support Services at P&N. Mike plans to spend his re-
tirement with his family and lending his expertise to relief 
and development agencies, such as International Aid (www.
InternationalAid.org), which provides safe water solutions 
around the world.
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Prein&Newhof President Honored 
For Dedication To Education
 P&N President Thomas Newhof, 
P.E., was recently honored at the Bor-
chardt Conference, a national seminar 
on water and wastewater technologies, 
for his dedication to educating other 
professionals. Tom received the Jack A. 
Borchardt Award in recognition of his 

“contributions toward the continuing education of drinking 
water and clean water operators, engineers and public of-
ficials.” Tom is the tenth recipient of the Borchardt Award 
since it was established in 1983.
 The Borchardt Conference, a two-day seminar on ad-
vancements in water and wastewater technologies, was held 
February 27-28, 2008, at the University of Michigan. It is held 
every 3 years, attracting engineers, scientists, and government 
agencies from across the country.
 Tom works to reach civil leaders, citizens, and industry 
professionals with information about important water and 
wastewater issues. He is an advocate for practical, sustainable 
groundwater use, research on the effects of pharmaceuticals 
and chemicals in drinking water, and for new membrane fil-
ter technologies for water and wastewater treatment.  Tom 
is also a member of the Governor’s Michigan Groundwa-
ter Conservation Advisory Council. Mr. Newhof is the Co-
Founder and President of Prein&Newhof and continues to 
design and oversee projects and mentor younger engineers.

Anderson, Eckstein, and Westrick, Inc. Staff Achieve 
Professional Licensure

 Jacob DesJardins, P.E. is profes-
sionally licensed and accomplished in 
design engineering for water mains, 
sanitary sewers, and storm drainage sys-
tems. Additional experience includes 
Michigan Department of Environmen-
tal Quality (MDEQ) activities related to 
wetlands, floodplains, drains, lakes and 
rivers. DesJardins possesses the NPDES 

Stormwater Operator certification.
 Aseel Putros, P.E., has varied and 
progressive experience with infrastruc-
ture repair, utility design, paving, hy-
draulics, hydrology, floodplain studies, 
pump station design, site and engineer-
ing plan reviews, along with ordinance 
enforcement and standard detail devel-
opment. An alumnus of the University 
of Technology in Bagdad, Iraq, Ms. Pu-

tros graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Civil Engineering. 
 Michael Vigneron, PE works in all facets 

of project development including re-
search, planning, design and construc-
tion for a variety of projects. Michael 
has developed a strong background in 
trenchless technologies, as well as a 
working knowledge of the permitting 
process within floodplain/wetland ar-
eas through the MDEQ.
Jason Arlow, RA, has earned status as a 
Registered Architect. Jason’s experience 
includes the design and development 
of municipal, commercial, industrial, 
educational, recreational and religious 
facilities. A proponent of environ-
mentally friendly design, Jason is also 
knowledgeable in LEED design require-
ments.

Megan E. Barnes is Appointed to St. Clair County 
Bar Association Board of Directors
 At the Annual Meeting of the St. Clair County Bar As-
sociation, Port Huron attorney Megan E. Barnes was unani-
mously appointed to serve on the Board of Directors of the 
St. Clair County Bar Association. Megan is employed at the 
Law Offices of Timothy J. Lozen, P.C. Megan attended Michi-
gan State University College of Law and was admitted to the 
State Bar of Michigan in May, 2005. After graduating from 
law school, Megan assisted low-income Michigan residents at 
the non-profit organizations Center for Civil Justice and Legal 
Services of Eastern Michigan. The Honorable John A. Gadola, 
a family law judge at the Seventh Circuit Court in Flint, ap-
pointed her to serve as his judicial advisor (law clerk). 
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A S S O C I AT E  M E M b E R  N E W S
Prein & Newhof Engineer Helen 
Davis Receives NEW LEADER 
AWARD 
 Prein&Newhof civil engineer Helen 
Davis, E.I.T., LEED AP, recently received 
the 2008 New Leader Award from the 
National Association of Women in 
Construction (NAWIC), Battle Creek / 
Kalamazoo Branch.

 Helen works as a Project Engineer in the P&N Kalama-
zoo Office. Helen works on Phase I & II Environmental Site 
Assessments, NPDES Stormwater Phase II permitting, site 
design, site plan reviews, and sewer design and inspection. 
She is a graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, where she 
received bachelor degrees in Civil Engineering and Engineer-
ing Public Policy. She is a LEED Accredited Professional and 
a Certified Storm Water Operator.

Schreiber Joins Hubbell, Roth & 
Clark, Inc.
 Fred Schreiber, P.E., has joined 
Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. (HRC) as 
Senior Project Engineer in its Struc-
tural Department, bringing 30 years 
of professional structural engineering 
and project management experience in 
the municipal and private market seg-

ments. As the former Road Commission of Macomb County 
Bridge Engineer, Mr. Schreiber was responsible for all activi-
ties associated with the County’s 222 bridges including de-
sign, inspections, load rating analyses and maintenance. Mr. 
Schreiber previously worked as a structural engineer and as-
sociate with several consulting engineering firms where his 
responsibilities included structural engineering and project 
administration, as well as work for corporate entities includ-
ing Ford Motor Company, Chrysler Corporation, Toyota Mo-
tor Corporation, Caterpillar, IBM, and PPG Industries. 
 Mr. Schreiber holds a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engi-
neering from Michigan Technological University and is a 
registered professional engineer in Michigan. Professional 
affiliations include the American Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE), the American Concrete Institute (ACI), the Engineer-
ing Society of Detroit (ESD) and the Structural Engineers As-
sociation of Michigan (SEAMi).

Harless Appointed to Washtenaw 
County Brownfield Redevelop-
ment Authority
 The Washtenaw County Board of 
Commissioners has appointed James 
M. Harless, PhD, CHMM, RBP to the 
Washtenaw County Brownfield Redevel-
opment Authority. Dr. Harless is a Senior 
Consultant at Soil and Materials Engi-

neers, Inc. He has been with SME for four years and has over 
30 years experience in the industry. He is recognized as a state, 
regional, and national authority on brownfield redevelopment 
and financing, and has managed several award-winning proj-
ects. He also serves as a Director of the Institute of Brownfield 
Professionals and is Chair of the Academy of Hazardous Mate-
rials Managers Government Affairs Committee.
 The WCBRA facilitates redevelopment of previously de-
veloped sites, consistent with the community’s commitment 
to sustainability and its vision for the future. For more in-
formation please visit www.ewashtenaw.org/government/de-
partments/planning_evironment/wcbra.

Prein & Newhof Elects Seven New Associates
 At its most recent shareholders’ meeting, Prein&Newhof 
elected seven additional Associates: Jeffrey Bergstrom, P.E.; 
Peter Brink, P.E.; Marc Elliott, P.E.; Daniel Lewis, P.E.; Scott 
Post, P.E.; Jayson Pruis, P.E.; and Michael Schwartz, P.E.

 Jeffrey Bergstrom is a Project Engi-
neer and Project Manager in the Byron 
Center Office. Jeff has experience in 
design and construction of roadways, 
pathways, airports, drainage systems, 
water systems, wastewater systems, and 
site developments.

 Peter Brink is as a Project Engineer 
and Project Manager in both the Mus-
kegon and Grand Rapids Offices. Peter 
works on the design of well systems, 
water distribution systems, water treat-
ment methods, sewers, and roads. He 
holds a Master of Science degree in En-
vironmental Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

 Marc Elliott is a Project Manager in the 
Kalamazoo Office. Marc’s expertise in-
cludes site planning, engineering de-
sign, and the management and admin-
istration of public works infrastructure 
construction. Marc holds a Master of 
Science degree in Public Works Admin-
istration and a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Civil Engineering from the Uni-

versity of Michigan.
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 Vyto Kaunelis is the Director of OHM’s 
Environmental and Water Resources 
Group, which delivers innovative solu-
tions to the variety of environmental is-
sues facing communities. Kaunelis is the 
former Chief Deputy Director of Wayne 
County’s Department of Environment. 
At the DOE, he led successful nation-
ally-recognized efforts to improve en-

vironmental quality, such as the Combined Sewer Overflow 
(CSO) Demonstration Program, as part of the Rouge River 
National Wet Weather Demonstration Program in coopera-
tion with the MDEQ, EPA and local communities.

HRC’s Thomas Doran Honored 
with Purdue University Alumni 
Achievement Award
 Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. (HRC) 
is pleased to announce that Thomas M. 
Doran, P.E., a Vice President and mem-
ber of the Board of Directors at Hubbell, 
Roth & Clark, Inc., received the Purdue 
University Alumni Achievement Award 

at a ceremony in West Lafayette, Indiana on April 10, 2008. 
This prestigious award recognizes Mr. Doran’s distinguished 
career and accomplishments throughout his 30-year career in 
Civil and Environmental Engineering. 
 Mr. Doran was raised in Michigan, is a resident of Plym-
outh Township, and earned Bachelor of Science and Master 
of Science degrees in Civil Engineering from Purdue (1975 
and 1977). Highlights of Mr. Doran’s career include his role 
as President of a 400-person Michigan based consulting en-
gineering firm, providing services nationally and abroad, and 
assisting in planning efforts for the new Ava Maria University 
and 30,000-person town in southwest Florida. As an accom-
plished author, Mr. Doran has been published in Consulting 
Engineering, Chemical Engineering, the Society of Automo-
tive Engineers, Detroit News, Detroit Free Press, Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post, and Washington Times. He is a 
licensed Professional Engineer in six states, and is a state-
approved Professional Engineering Continuing Education 
Provider in Florida.

Daniel Lewis a Project Manager in the 
Kalamazoo Office, working on private 
site design and on the design and con-
struction management of water and 
wastewater systems, roadways, and 
stormwater systems. 

Scott Post has been with Prein&Newhof 
since 1995. He works as a Project Man-
ager and Project Engineer in the Hol-
land Office. Scott lends his design 
expertise to non-motorized trail, site 
design, water supply, wastewater collec-
tion, and stormwater projects. 

Jayson Pruis is a Project Engineer and 
CADD Operator on all types of engi-
neering projects, with particular experi-
ence in private development, water and 
wastewater systems, and street improve-
ment projects. 

Michael Schwartz is a Project Manager 
in the Kalamazoo Office. Mike works 
on both private development and mu-
nicipal projects, including residential 
and industrial developments, water and 
wastewater systems, roadway design, 
and storm water systems. 

OHM Elects Kaunelis and Ybarra to Board 
 OHM (Orchard Hiltz & McCliment, Inc.), an engineering 
and architectural firm headquartered in Livonia, announced 
the election of two new members to its Board of Directors; 
Shirley Ybarra and Vyto Kaunelis.

 Shirley Ybarra served for four years 
as the Secretary of Transportation for 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. Prior 
to that, Ybarra served as special policy 
advisor to US Transportation Secretary 
Elizabeth Dole, in the Reagan adminis-
tration. Currently, she is a senior trans-
portation policy analyst at the Reason 
Foundation, a nonprofit think tank ad-

vancing free minds and free markets. She also heads the Yba-
rra Group, Ltd., which provides consulting to governments 
and private sector companies in the transportation arena 
with emphasis on public private partnerships, innovative fi-
nancing for projects, and asset management.
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